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My Dear 8. ier, 


what wonder, that aſter 
1513 having, for above eleven 
years been careful to keep! this follow- 

"a 2 


Expect you ſhould Came 


| ing 


2 


- Bpiſtle Dedicatory. . | 


ſollicitations (not to ſay importunity) 
of divers illuſtrious perſons, and even 
your Commands to releaſe it from 
its confinement; I ſhould now, at 
length, give way to its paſſing abroad 
into the world, and its making you 

a public and ſolemn addreſs. Where- 
fore judging myſelf obliged to give 


you an account of a paper, for which 


ohligingly to concern yourſelf, 
* remove your wonder, in- 
form you, that I am reduced to this 


publication in my own defence. For, 


my cloſet, it happened, that a broken 


copy of it did (by T know not what 


1 misfortune for the}! fall into the hands 


of 


| long letter from the public View, - 
and that too notwithſtanding the 


0 you have been long pleaſed fo highly 


whilſt I was far from dreaming of 
permitting this epiſtle to paſs out of 7 


Fo 2 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
of a neceſſitous perſon, who would : 
needs perſwade himſelf, that by print- 


ing it, he might relieve ſome of his 
preſent wants; and thereupon proffer- 


add to ſell the copy for a ſum money. 


But my good fortune leading him 
to a Stationer, to whom my 
name was not unknown, he very 
eivilly ſent forthwith notice of the 
propoſition that was made him, and 
after came himſelf to acquaint me, 
that the copy about which he had 
been treated with, being hut one of 
two or three that were then abroad, 
ſome or other of them would, queſti-- 
onleſs, ſoon find the way to the preſc. 
This unwelcome accident did little 
lefs trouble than: ſurprize me ; for, 
beſides that it impoſed: on me the. 
4 of a publication I had ſo 
wy lors declined ; and beſides that 1 
1 3 | — ny. 


_ Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
knew, that compoſures * of a very 
differing nature being expected from 
me, the appearing of this, inſtead of 
them, would make this unwelcome 
to many, though it had fewer imper- 
fections than it has: beſides theſe 
things, (I ſay) my fight was then, and 
is ſtill, ſo impaired by a diſtemper in 
my eyes; and the hours I could diſpoſe 
of, were ſo pre- ingaged to philoſo- 
Phical themes, that I could not pro- 
miſe myſelf Pl much as to read it 
over before its going to the Printer. 
But conſidering after all this, that 
the copy I had by me was like to 
prove more full, and leſs faulty, than 
any of thoſe that ſome endeavoured 
to obtrude upon the world, thought 
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Some treatiſe relating to experimental phi- 
"Ialophye | 


Epiſtle . Dedicitory. 


it leſs inconvenient to venture mine 


own abroad, than to run the hazard 
of a ſurreptitious edition of a diſ- 


courſe, that could ſo ill hear the ap- 


pearing with any - other blemiſhes 
than thoſe it brought with it into 
the world from my pen. And there- 


fore having put it into the hands of 


perſons, whoſe eminent abilities, the 
more knowing part of the nation has 
long and juſtly admired, and beg- 
ged their impartial opinion and caſ- 
tigations of it, (giving them entire 
liberty to alter or expunge whatever 


they diſliked ʒ) and finding (by haſtily 


turning over the leaves) that their 


caſtigations were only enough to let 

me ſee, that they had heedfully read 
it over; and were accompanied with 
encouragments, which care was taken 


9 Lean me from looking upon as 
9: 4 meer 


* 


"Epiſtle Dadiniſejey: 


meer. compliments; I let it 80 to 
the pelt ee fo much as hav- 
ing once pe it, or heard it read 
over, ſince he Stationer firſt gave me 
the advertiſement. I told you of: 
Which I made the leſs ſcruple to. 
do, becauſe a critic, whoſe judg- 
ment and piety I much reverence, ſe- 
riouſly endeavoured to perfwade me, 
that 1 ought not in conſcience to de- 
che publiſhing what he was pleaſed 
to think proper to kindle or cheriſh 
"ha flames of divine love in the breaſts. 
of the readers. And my haſte itſelf | 
uid afterwards promiſe me theſe ad- 
vantages, that notwithſtanding my 
bock's not comimꝑ forth ſooner, I 
ſhould not loſe the excuſe of youth 
I had when it was written; nay, and 
hat the faulty paſſages which may 


2 met with in 15 will, perhaps, be 
| charged 


ail Dolder) 


charged upon thoſe that ſuffered 
them to paſs uncorrected, when they 


had fo abſolute ; a 1 to expunge 


Theſe, and the like motives, hav- 
ing induced me to conſent to the pub- 
lication of the following letter, 1 
needed not deliberate long, to whom 
| I: ſhould addreſs it. For, fince that 

accompliſhed Lindamor, whom it ſo 
much concerned, has leſt the world, 
| there isno perſon in it to whom this 


addreſs is any thing near ſo due, as : 


unto you, dear ſiſter. It was at that 
delicious Leeze, where you are now 
the miſtreſs, that this letter was 
vrritten; and it was of you that 1 
3 thoſe hours J ſpent in wri- 
g it. It was to you that T ſhewed 
| i dend he by ſheet, before I re- 
FA A5 ſolved: 


8 


Epiſtle: Dedicatory, 


| folved to ſend it away. It is you that 


* 
. 


can beſt excuſe the imperfections of 


it, as knowing not only the more ob- 
vious, but the more private avocations, 
and other diladvantages, among which 
it was penned. It is you that have 
ever ſince ſollicited me to divulge it, 


and have given me the greateſt en- 


couragments to do fo, not only by 


thoſe ſollicitations which implied your 
own favourable opinion of it, but bx 


| procuring me (by concealing. or dil- _ 


Zuiſing my name) the unſuſpected 


opinions of divers competent judges. 
In a word, this addreſs belongs up- 
on ſo | many ſcores to you, 1 Wat I nt 


„ 


wanted wronging Von. | ; TE 


: R 


Ws [org Jear fi ſter, that it is Wo 


uſoal to dedicate, books to ſo near a 


* 5 relation 
S208 . WES: 


Epiſtle Dedicatory: 


relation; and that it is not uſual in 
dedicatory epiſtles, both to depre- 

eiate what one has written, and to 
extol the perſon that one writes to, 
eſpecially if it be one of your ſex and 
quality. But you know too, that I 
never ſwore allegiance to cuſtom, and 
therefore will not, I ſuppoſe, wonder 
to ſee me as. little ſollicitous, to con- 
form to it on this occaſion. as. on 
others. In an age, when-ſo few per · 
ſons have merit enough to keep that 
from being flattery, which ſhould be 
but praiſe, Iam not at all ambitious of 


caſting myſelf upon the unhappyx 


neceſſity of either ffattery, or ap- 
pearing rude; when by better chuſing | 
the objects of my addreſſes, I can, 
as occaſion requires, give praiſes, with. 
out untruth, or forbear them withou. 


inciviliy. Nor dare I preſume, tha 
5 Ad N 2 
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Epiſtle Dedieatory. 
a lie ceaſes to be a fault, by being 
put into a dedicatory epiſtle; as an- 
tiently the hurtful beaſts forgot their 
pernicious nature, when brought into- 
the ark. Not to mention that books 
of devotion have generally the ſtrange 
and unhappy fate, of being leſs wel 
come to them that moſt, than to 
Wen that leſs need them, 5 


. 


a for-the kurt 1 Piet you, 
| my opinion of it may be 
| gueſſed at,. by the privacy to Which 

I have fo long confined it; yet be- 
/rauſe, as in phyſic, to have a good 
opinion of the medicine, and the 


doctor; fo in books of devotion, . 
| (nhich are a kind of a phyſic for 
the mind) to have one of the com- 


are of the writer, both inclines: 


4 ws to to look aficr the preſeriptions, and 


advan= 
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Epiſtle Dedieatory. 


advantages their operations; for this 
reaſon I. ſhall ay nothing to diſparage 
a diſcourſe, . which is of a nature to 
aim more at the being practiſed by 
the readers, than the being pardoned ;: 
and ſhall not at all- repine to- ſee it 
find from the public as favourable 
a reception, as it has n. met 
N 1 a+ 2 


» 6 


And now, Ar iter; — 1 
bbs ph t. yet, I doubt, my 
other teaders will expect, that this 


letter ſhould, according to the mode 2 


of epiſtles dedicatory, be concluded 
with commendations of you, and 
compliments to you. It being al- 
moſt as much out of faſhion in fuch 
2 to omit giving praiſes, as 
2 given on ſuch 
wenn, 


Epiſtle Dedicatory: 
occaſion. But, though I can praiſe 
you without either disbelieving my 


felf, or fearing to be disbelieved by 
any that Knows you; yet, beſides 


that our relation; and our friendſhip, 
would make ſuch a way of writing 
misbecoming me on all occaſions; I 
know your piety and your modeſty 
would peculiarly diſallow it upon 
this; where the ſubject I am to en- 
tertain you with, is of ſuch a nature, 
as would make a flaunting addxeſs, 
| but : a very unſuitable introduction to 
3 The nature of my theme, as 
well As: the rictneſs. of your virtue, 


and. our friendſhip, forbidding, me 


| here , to. celebrate you, otherwiſe 
than by letting the world fee, that 
1 dare, even in a dedicatory addreſs 
without fear of diſpleaſing you, for= 
hear to celebrate vou. And if it 
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Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
be demanded, why then I refrain not 


likewiſe from writing to you a dedi- 


cation? I ſhall anſwer, that I am 
unwilling to loſe this opportunity 
of making a public acknowledg- 
ment, that as I have the honour to 
be your brother, and your friend, ſo 
I have the juſtice to think it very 


much my happineſs to be ſo; eſpe- 


_ cially, ſince you are pleaſed to aſſure 
me, that my relation to you has ra- 
ther been the occaſion. than the 


ground of a friendſhip, that does, 
wuhilſt it enjoyns me to profeſs my- 


ſelf without compliment, oblige me 


to be, with all the ſincerity that i is. 


poſſible, my dear ſiſter, 
Your moſt affectionate brother, 3 


ROBERT BOY LE. 
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6 As they were. written ſome gears: 


fence, when ſome intelligent per 
ens were W e 


JO diſcourſe.) 


0 prevent thoſe (rope which: a0 
might ariſe in the peruſal of the 
enſuing diſcourſe, the reader. of ĩt. is re 


queſted to wy notice, = 
uk 


Advertiſements to the Reader. 
"1. That though ignorance bath been 
of late ſo much in faſhion. with many of 

our young nobility, that ſome paſſages of 
the enſuing papers may ſeem unfit to 

have been written to a young Gentleman, 


yet the. perſon they were addreſſed to, 


being both a traveller, a linguiſt, and a 
| \ſcholar, it was not improper to diſcourſe 
with him at the rate of ſuppoſing him ſo 
dualißed. 


2d. That the enſuing letter was not 
: written ſingle, being but the laſt of, di- 
| vers; wherein love in general was un- 
ſed, juſtified, and celebrated; wherciu 


; the received way: of making love was 


explicated, defended, and oppoſed; 
Wherein conſtancy and inconſtancy in 
love were argued for and againſt; 
wherein platonic love was explicated, 


celebrated, and wherein the cure of love 


was | propoſed and proſecuted; wherein 


(to diſpatch ) the controverted points con- 


Erning love were diſcourſed of, in a way 


Advertiſements to the Reader. 
ſited to the ſeveral Themes; and to the 
humours and principles of the ſuppoſed 
writers. But all the former papers, (written 
in compliment to a fair lady) though very 

free from the guilt « of either licentiouſneſs 
or prophaneneſs, have been by the au- 
thor judged too little ſerious, either to 
appear alone, or to ac:ompany the enſu- 
ing diſcourſe, wherein he has expreſſed 
his own opinions, as in the former he but 
deduced thoſe of imaginary perſons. 
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wo 3d. That the following paper was to 
have been attended by another, wherein 
the properties and duties of ſeraphic love 
were to have been explicated and inſiſt· 
a ed on, but the author, before he bad Wri- 
ten that other, accidentally meeting with 

a French book *, wherein though what 
be had already diſcourſed of were not 

| handled, he found that much, of what he 
: 1 dad deſi gned | to fr down Was e 
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Wn written in haſte, and by ſnatches, 
we amongſt diſtracting avocations, and far 
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Alberti ſements to the Reader. 
ted; and the moſt pertinent conſidera· 


tions, his intended themes ſuggeſted, 
_ were kilfully diſplayed already he fear - 


ed it might be injurious to his readers, 


and himſelf, if be ſhould either turn a 


tranſcriber of others notions, or decline 
the beſt thoughts belonging to his theme, 

chat the leſs good ones might paſs with- 
out ſuſpicion for his own. 


1 
4 


at That die enſuing wille nt 


Hrerary accommodations, is freely 


| ſibmirted to the cenſure of learned and 

impartial peruſers, eſpecially divines z; 
| Who ate by the author requeſted to be- 
Heve its miſtaken paſſages, and un- 


wary expreſſions, (if it contain any ſuch): 
to have been altogether unintentional, and 


ſuch as they ſhall never find it to be more 


Man one labour to make him diſcern 
and retract; he being reſolved,,-by, God'3 


affitance,. - to continue 2 en = 


"_ 


1 


| Advertiſements to the Reader. $111 
.enough to all clearer diſcoveries of ruth, Wil 
| 10 be able to ſay, Errare poſſum, bæreti- 41 
cus efſe nolo. And as he is on his part 
ſo reſigned, and fo willing to be rectified, 
ſo he expects this equity from thoſe, to 
whoſe judgments he ſubmits, that, con- 
ſidering he intended not to write a ſolemn | 
and regular treatiſe, but a private and 11 
familiar epiſtle, they will paſs by fuch - lf 
unaccurateneſſes as are wont to be incive 
dent to compoſers of this later nature, He i 
preſumed he might ſometimes make bold $11 
with the vulgar laws of tenſes, treating 
of an eternity than admits them not, 
He hoped, that the freedom taken in 
ſome of his expreſſions concerning love, 
and the wonted objects of it, would by. 
excuſed, by its being exacted by the de- 
ſign he had upon Lindamor, though he 


had not (which yet he has) otherwiſe 
4: for ets Hie intends not to 
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* bs: a dedication of ul uh fore-mentined 
letters to my lady T. J. 
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Advertiſements to the Reader. 


adopt thoſe (too often erroneous) traditi< 
ons of the vulgar, whence he ſometimes | 

draws. compariſons, that he may not 
deny himſelf the liberty taken by the 

_ generality of writers, (without excepting 

the. learneder fort of them) who ſcruple 
not, in popular compoſures, to make ſimi, 
nes and alluſions grounded on popular 
traditions and perſuaſions. As for thoſe 
common places, which the method of our 
author's diſcourſe allowed him not to de- 
cline, he hopes the reader will diſcern, 
by his way of writing, that he loves to 
uſe them, not as travellers, but as hunters 
uſe the high-ways; for the traveller, 
when he once gets into the road, makes 
it his buſineſs to keep in it; whereas the 
bunter, if he meets one lying in his way, 
is not fond of ſtaying in it, but nimbly 
croſſes it, or traverſes ſo much of it, as 


is requiſite. to be paſt through in the pur- 


ſuit of his game. And, laſtly, if in ſome 
few paſſages of he — letter (eſpe- 
ny 


| Advertiſements ts the Reader, 


cially. about the begininng of it) the ex- 
preſſions are leſs grave and ſolemn than 
the deſign ; the author hopes, that even 
they will yet appear tolerably ſerious, for 
the airieſt parts of a letter, written by 
one young gentleman to another. 
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MOTIVES. 


To THE 


Loves of GO D. 


2b tare Lindamor, 5 Me 
Am very much delighted to 
learn, both by the voice of fame, 
and the information of much 
more credible relators, that Her- 
miĩoneꝰs cold uſage has cured you 
of the fever her fcorching eyes had given you; 
and that when once you found yourſelf reſerred 
to ſhew what wonder her eyes were able to 
perform, you ſeaſonably reſolved to become an 
| ae, the power ratber of reaſon, than of 
"= 5 i love ; 1 


3 


—— L E "7 


ON ad accordingly did yourſelf the right to 
fruſtrate the vain hopes your inſulting miſtreſs 
| Cheriſhed to maniſeſt in you; that het charms 
were capable to triake- your flame perſeveres 
when ber change had made it as well cauſeleſs 
as hopeleſs, I could wiſh indeed for your ſake, 
that you owed your cute more entirely to 
Your reaſon, and leſs to your reſentment z 
that the extraction of your freedom may no 
ways blemiſh it: But fince unallayed fatiſ- 
factions are joys too heavenly to fall to many 
men's ſhares on earth, I cannot but concludes 
that your recovery, even on theſe terms, de- 
ſerves I ſhould congratulate it; for the French 
fay truly, that it plus rourtes flies fort les 
heilleures: and liberty being. too high a 
bleſſing to be diveſtible of that nature by cir- 
cumſtances; I (that ſeldom deplore him, who, 
by loſing his miſtreſs, recovers himſelf) think 
that Hermione has but intentionally, not even- 
tually, diſobliged you; and hath made your 
ffaimes a better return, by reſtoting you your own 
heart, than ſhe could have done by exchanging 


 Her's for it. But that which not leaſt endeats 


to me your tecovery; is; that I am aſſuted by 


perſons from whom I dare credit even ſo wel- 
come news, that my endeayours proved lo | 1 


* Brkapntc LOVE. 3 
Happy as to be conducive to it, and that 
the conſiderations I ventured to preſent you, 
did at leaſt ſo far contribute to your freedom, as 
to give you the deſite and the deſign of re- 
gaining it. For I hope I need not tell you, that 
J ſeldom uſe endeavours, whoſe proſperouſneſs 
is more welcome to me, than thoſe that aſpite 
to ſerve Lindamor. And though I cannot ever 
pay you any great ſervices in relation to my 
vaſtly greater deſires, yet I can ſearce do you lit- 
tle ones, in relation to the delight reſulting from 
the having done any. Nor has the joy which 
this ſucceſs of my diſcourſes brings me, being 
ſparingly encreaſed by my having ventured 
them with more deſire, than expectation, of 
their proſpering, and lefs out of any ſtrong hope 
they would ſucceed, than out of an unwil- 
a lingneſs to leave the means I thought leaſt im- 
- probable uneſſayed; being invited to excite you 
to greater hopes than I durſt allow myſelf for 
you, by the example of generals, who, whatſo- 
ever diſtruſtful thoughts they harbour in their 
breaſts, ſuppoſe (chat before the battle) to make 
their ſoldiers fight ſueceſsfully, it is as well con- 
ducive as requiſite, by encouraging orations, to 
make them think they fhall do ſo. For al- 
. though l endeavoured indeed to perſuade you, 
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that reaſon being born fovereign of the paſſions; 
- though her lenity or ſupineneſs do ſometimes 
both occaſion and permit their uſurpations, ſhe 
is ſeldom ſo diveſted of her native power, but 
that whenſoever ſhe pleaſeth to employ what 
\ ſhe hath left, ſhe is able to reſume what ſte 
hath loſt: and though I was willing you 
| ſhould believe, that io perfect what your reſent- 
ment had begun, was a taſk- ſo eaſy, that the 
victory was as much in your power, as the re- 
ſolution of attempting it; yet, notwithſtanding 
all this, I ſay, I was once half perſuaded, that 
to undertake the curing of a lover, was the next 
weakneſs to the being one. And, L. indamqr, 
to deal ingenuoufly with you, your reco- 
very hath circumſtanees in it, that make me 


very apprehenſive, that you are not yet out of 


the danger of a relapſe, and that you have not 
Half ſo abſolutely abandoned your former a- 
morous conſtitution of mind, as the ſormer 

idol of it. I know, that from a perſon, Who 
for one that hath never yet been hurt by Cupid 
.. . js accuſed of uſing him flightly and ſeverely e- 


' Hough, you will expect endeavours to preſerve 


| you from relapſes, by ſuch diſſuaſions from 
love, as its yotaries will ſcarce vouchſafe :ſo 
mild a title to, as that of invectives againſt it. 
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And 1 ſhall ingenuouſly acknowledge; Linda- 
mor, that I have been ſometimes no very unready 
ſatiriſt on that theme; and with a pen tre- 
liſhing of the liberty I cheriſhed in my heart, 
endeavoured to diſabuſe thoſe fervile ſouls, that 
| being born to reaſon, ſo far degraded them - 
ſelves, as to boaſt ſulely an exceſs of paſſion; 
and had ſuch low and narrow thoughts of felici- 
ty and miſery; as to expect either from a Wo- 
nian's uſage. All which I thought I might 
the freelier do, becauſe having never known the 
infelicities of love, but in the ſufferings of others, 
I might probab!y ſuppoſe, that my declamation 
againſt it would paſs* ſor” the productions of 
my reaſon, not my revenge. But, Lindamor, 
though the extravagancies of ſome men's folly 
have been ſometimes too great to let me avoid 
laughing ſome what ſatirically at it; yet I am 
really too little an enemy io love, unleſs exceſ- 
five. or miſplaced by indiſtinct and disfiguring 
conſiderations, to preſent to you the nobleſt paſ- 
fion of the mind, as its man hideous and 1820 
midable- diſcaſe,” es 


"aſs To: ieee ſome 15 
nen perſon you would marry, is not 
3 3 but expedient, being almoſt ne- 
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_ ceſlary to the duty of fixing your affectionꝰ 


where you have once engaged your ſaith; for- 
it hath been obſerved, that love doth ſeldom 
ſuffer itſelf to be confined by other matches 


but they, that are ſo wiſe as they ſee cauſe 
to be almoſt in love beforchand with thoſe 
they marry, prove ſo honeſt, as aſterwards 
to be in, love with none elſe. Since therefore 


the marriage of. a wiſe man ſuppoſes at leaſt 


as high a degree of love, as. he is capable 
to - cheriſh without forſeiting that title; 1 
can ſcarce- difallow- the being moderate)y. in 

love, without being injurious, to marriage, — 
which is a relation, that though I can with 
much leſs reluctaney permit others, than con- 
tract myſelf; yet dare I not abſolutely con- 


demn a condition of lie, as expedient to no 


man; without which, even paradiſe! and in- 


nocence were not ſufficient to compleat the 


happineſs of the firſt man. Fhus you ſee, : 


with all ſorts of love, but endeavour. only to 


poſſeſs you with this truth, that as antiently. 


among the Jews, there were odoriſerous un- 


guents, which it was neither unuſual nor un- 
lafulioangiot themſelves with. or beſtow. up- 
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ot their friends; but there was a certain pecu- 
liar compoſition too, of a precious ointment, 
which God having reſerved to be employed in 
his own ſervice, with that the perſuming 
of their friends was criminal and facrilegious ; 
fo there are regulated degrees of love, which 
it is not forbidden to harbour for a ſriend, a miſ- 
treſs, or a wife; but there is too a certain pe- 
culiar ſtrain, or, if I may ſo call it, heroic tem- 
perament of love, which wherever it is found, 

makes it belong as unalienable, as juſtly, unto: 
_ God: A virtuous wife may love both her huf- 
| bart relations and her own, and yet be truly 
aid to love him with her whole heart; becauſe 
there is a certain unrivalled degree of kindneſs, 
and a peculiar ſort of love, which: conſtitutes 
true conjugal affection, that ſhe confines to him, 

and reſerves intirely for him, and would think 

it criminal to harbour for any other perſon; 


ſo a religious ſoul may obey the command of 


loving God entirely, though ſhe allow her af- 
foctions other objects; provided they .be kept 
in a due ſubordination to, and kept from enter- 
ing into competition with, that love, which 
ought to be appropriated to him; and which 


. reſults chiefly from an either altogether, or al- 


5 moſt unincreaſeable elevation, and vaſtneſs of aſ- 
a 3 lection ; 
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fection; from an entire reſignment to, and an 
abſolute dependance on, the loved party; from 
a a reſtleſs diſquiet upon the leaſt ſenſe or doubt 
of her diſpleaſure; from a greater concern in 
her intereſts, than one's own; from an expeCta- 
uon of no leſs than felicity or wretchedneſs from 
her friendſhip or indignation; or, at leaſt,- a 
perſuadedneſs, that nothing can be a greater 
happineſs than her favour, or deſerve the. 
name of happineſs without it. For wherever 
a. paſſion has theſe properties, or any of them,.. 
conſpicuous in it, cannot, but by being conſe- 
| crated to God, avoid becoming injurious both 
to him and to itſelf; Fhe very-nobleneſs of 
m entitles him to it: as in ſome kingdoms, . 
(and particularly here in England) tho' veins 
of coat ſer metals may belong to the owner 
of the foil they grow in, yet all the mines of 
the more perſect metals (as gold and ſilver) are. - 
by the law made mines royal, and belong to 
the king, to whom their. value appropriates - 
them. By reflecting upon this peculiar notion of 
love, you may be pleaſed, Linda mor, to interpret 
ſuch indefinite expreſſions as you may meet 
with in the following diſcourſe. And this love 
Lhave taken the freedom to ſtile Seraphic Love, 
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Hot out of any affectation of tumid words or © 
titles, but, borrowing the name from (if the Ro- 

miſh divines be good marſtiald of the heavenlyx 
hoſt) thoſe nobler ſpirits of the celeſtial hierar- 
chy, whoſe name in the language to which 
it belongs Expreſſes them to be of a flaming + 
nature; and whoſe employment (mentioned in 
the > evangelical prophet's myſterious viſion) 


__ _ ſufficiently points at the divine objeR; to which 


the flames that warm them aſpire and tend. 
And methinks, Lindamor, that you ſhoutd* 
find it no faint invitation to embrace ſeraphic 
love, that you may have the advantage, by ma- 
king yourſelf a rival to theſe glorious ſpirits, to 
make them your friends, and the honour to be 


engaged in a ſervice where you are ſure of fych 


illaſtrious concurrents. At'leaſt if you be of 
the mind of that genercus youth, (to whoſe 
ſucceſsful valour the conquered world was 

| b6th theatre and trophy) who refulpd to run 
5 | e . 3 
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the root Saraph, which fiznifics to bura or flame, 
| whence Namb. xxi. 6 thoſe pernicious creatures, 


mat our tranſlators engliſh fiery Serpents, are ſtilrd“ 


io the 2 Hannec haſim bas-/er Lam, 
| wh > tak vi. 2, 3. 7 
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at the olympic games, becauſe there were no 
monarchs to run with him. But I fear, Lin- 
damor, I have a little digreſſed; fince I might 
have told you in fewer words, that it is not my. 
deſign in this: paper to declaim againſt love in 
general, or make a ſolemn harangue of the fickle- 
neſs of women z. and that therefore, as when 
young gallants ( ſuocli as you, Lindamor) are ſubC- 
ject to caſt away their love upon unfit objects, 
their diſcreet friends, ſenſible of the truth of: 
the Italian comic's 3 that 


| | Ong r amore ect 
3 E troppo frale ſtchermns 1 
1 In giovinetto cuore wo dy ot 


A yourhbful hearts bare vi irtues wont 10 prove” | 
But a weak ſhield againſt the. darts £44 *! 


without taking anymorethan — * notice of - 
their former fond and ſtraggling paſſions, re- 
claim them by either matching them,. or at: 
leaſt (in order thereunts) engaging their addreſſes - 
io perſons whoſe. beauty. or prerogatives may. 
Both legitimate or confine their affections: ſo 
I ſhall now endeavour to prevent the future- 
Wddings of your love to objects, that cannot 


deſerre | 
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| fire: ſo tranſcendent and diſintereſted a one, 
as I have obſerved your's to have been; by 
preferring and engaging it to the true object 
that paſſion was born to, the nobleſt it car 
aſpire. to, and the moſt- ſatisfying it can en- 
joy. Ves, Lindamor, as it hath hitherto 
been my not unproſperous task to unhood 
your ſoul, I. ſhall now make it my buſineſs- 
to ſhew her game to fly at. Þ ſee that? 
love in Lindamor is too nob!e and predo- 
 mihant an affeQion;-to be either eaſy or fit to 
be deſtroyed. It will therefore be my defign,- 
not to ſuppreſs your flame, but to addreſs. it. F 

wiſhed it withdrawn from Hermione,- not to' 
annihilate it, but to transfigure it. E would not 
have a paſſion which wanted nothing but à due 
object to be ſeraphic love, like vulgar men, be 
ſwallowed up by death, the common fate; but 
be ennobled by a deſtiny like that of Enoch 
and Elias; who, having ceaſed to converſe 


with mortals; died not, but were n into | | 
_-" | 


Scr. II. What his Been ſaid already, Lins- 
damor, hath, it ſeems; ſufficed to rectify your 
love, by diſabuſing it, and ſhewing you how) 


unfitly it was placed on its former objects. Your 
S 
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_ proficiency” in that invites me to proceed with 
you to a new leſſon, and (mindful of that true 
ſaying of an eminent father, Nemo aliguem amat, ; 
quem non vult efſe meliorem) to endeavour to 
exalt your paſſion by directing and ſettling it 
Ern an object; the due contemplation of 
whoſe lovelinefs, may cure as perfediy alt- 
hurts received from any mortal beauty, as an 
rently the fight of the myſterious « ſerpent on* 
the pole did cure the hurts the fiery ſerpent: 
gave. For fince to gaze ſiedfaſtly on an out- 


1 ward beauty, where all your looking will but- 


diſcover the ſame face,, is found ſo effectual to 
Kindle or to blow the fire of love, (which the- 
Greeks -prettily enough? expreſs by their ix 
73 zich yurras 73 4@) how much muſt a due 
contemplation enamour us of that divine, 
and, though refulgent, yet ever more and 
more diſobverable - object, where attention and 
wonder ſtill mutually excite and cheriſn each 
other k. whence the zealouſeſt and perfeCteſt- 


vers of God are the glorious angels, o, 


een cur N * That in beaven, they 


__Syxuemic-Love, 14: 
aD behold the” face of bis father which is im 
heaven* ;. and thoſe bleſſed ſaints, whoſe em- 
ployment and whoſe happineſs is in the Reve- 
lation expreſſed to be, To follow the Lamb 
- whitherſocever he goes . And thoſe unblemiſhed 
perſons are in that place recorded to have kept 
_ themſelves undefiled by mortal beauties, to teach 
us, that the nearer: and- clearer intuition, that 
heaven affords them of the glorious object. of 
their paſſion, was not the cauſe of it, but the- 
Tecompence z and that whilſt they lived exiles- 
here on earth, it was ſuch a ſpeculation, as 
Lam . recommending, - Lindamor, to you, 
wherewith they lived (to borrow the ex- 
preſſion uſed. of Moſes} as ſeeing him who +5. 
inviſible * ; a ſight, whoſe glory made them look 
on fading beauties with as undazzled and un- 
cControubled eyes, as eagles can be ſuppoſed to 
caſt on glow-worms, when , have been 
een Ms 


OD In. To engage your love, Linds- 
. to chin Aumeſt of objects, I ſhall deſire; 


{1.4 os : that- 
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that all that I have ſaid to divert your former 
flames, and all that I may ſay to depreciate and 
diſcredit thoſe degrading and diſquieting amours, We 
that are wont to inveigle mortals, may be look- 
ed upon as: meant rather by way of preparative, 
than of motive, aiming but to diſabuſe and rec- 
tify your mind, that with compoſed and unpre- 
poſſeſſed thoughts, you may judge of the object 
Fpropoſe to you. Which to qualify you to be 
but impartial to, this: method ſeemed expedient;. 
being but employed upon ſuch a ſcore, as that 
on which the Platoniſts uſed t6 premiſe certain 
_ © Avirtues, which they (ſignificantly enough) call- 
end purgative, to- diſpoſe and fit the mind for- 


2 e reception of ſublimer truths. As phy ſi- 


clans; to clear the ſi ght, are wont to purge the 
head, that the eye, freed from all darkening and” 
diſguiſing tinctures, may the more perfectly; 
diſcern the objects preſented to it. And cer- 
tainly, the love I would perſuade, is of a Naturer 
that makes nothing more + conducive: to it“ 
+ than the greateſt uncloudedneſs of the-eye, and 
the perfecteſt ilfuſtration of the object; which 
is ſuch, that the cleareſt reaſon is the moſt ad- 
vantageous light it can deſire to be ſeen by⸗ 
Tou know the ſtory of that witty wench, who- 


| uled-merri:y, | to Wilh her lovers all good qua 
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ties, but a good underſtanding z for that, ſaid 
ſhe, would make them out of love with me. 
The divine object, to which L would prefer 

you, Lindamory is ſo far from being obnoxious 
to a danger of that nature, that Ineed not dif- 
parage any other to enamour you of this. For 
K the Creator is too full of excellencies to need 
| to be recommended: or ſet off by the creature + 
gbeſfects. He was ſovereignly lovely in himſelf 
before they had a being; nor has his giving us 
that paſſion called love, made him the unfitter- 
object for it. To love God, but becauſe your', 
miſtreſs has perſonal faults, is a greater than ang. 
of thoſe, for which you have declined her; and 
is ſuch a ſolœciſm in ſeraphic love, as it Were 
in the Perſian religion, (for that has yet em- 
bracers in the eaſt, as thoſe, that have there 
* . converſed with them, aſſure me) to make the 
ſpots that blemiſn the moon, the motives of 
their worſhipping the fun. - Hermione is a lady, 
to whoſe noble relations I am too much a fer- 
vant, not to have a reſpect for her; and E 
cannot, without concluding her an extraordina - 
ry perſon, remember how lately ſhe er joyed | 
the honour of captivating Lindamor; and tho?” 
ſhe has fince, by injuriouſly declining, juſtly; 
| * — title of his miſtreſs 3 ; yet 


o 
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divers others, like her ſo well, that it is now my 

quarrel to her, that ſhe is not what ſhe 


Was. And therefore whatever may fall from 
my pen to her diſadvantage, relates to her but 


nas the was, or may again be; an obſtacle to 


| your devotedneis to ſeraphic lover To en- 

gage you to which, (all this notwithſtanding, 
Lindamor) I muſt do you the right totelFyou,' 
that God deſerves the higheft elevation of 
your love, though Hermione had not rejected 
it. Were ſhe not only as handſome as yu 


fancied her, but as conſtant as you wiſhed her, 


her beauty and ber friendſhip too concurring,. 
c6uld not have made her other than as did 


 vyantageous as injutious a rival unto God; 


and in the very fruition of as obliging returns, 
as her kindneſs could have made your paſſion, 
- ſhe would have deſerved but a mbre mode- 

rate degree of it. Angels, to whom women 
were never falſe or cruel; love their maker a- 
bbve all things; and he to whom St. John 
preſents his adoration 3, refuſed it for. 
ur, to direct it unto God. Would not 
| 6 ours» 
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the harſh uſage of a diſdainful miſtreſs, to dife 


|  beggarly parallels-with any fading objects, to 
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yourſelf; Lindamor, have thought your Her- 
mione abſolutely handſome, though Moors had 
not worn the Devil's livery ; and the thing 
Called deformity had been as much a ſtranger, 
as it is unwelcome to her ſex. It is true, ſuch. 
is our frailty, that as the Iſaraelites needed a 
cruel and oppreſſive: bondage in Egypt, to make 
them reſolve on returning to the bleſſed land of 
Caraan ; ſo oftentimes the amorous ſoul needs. 


_ guſt it with its thraldom, and make it aſpire 
to its more genuine and ſatisfying object. I 
may therefore allow Kermione's defects to have 
given you freedom and occaſion to conſider the 
prerogatives of ſeraphic love; but I muſt. 
not allow them to be the chief motives. of 
your embracing it. For it were too injurious - 
to its glorious object, to make that but the re- 
fuge of a defeated paſſion, whoſe tranſcenden - 
cy entitles it to more than the moſt elevated 
and entire one. Alas, God needs not theſe 


become that of our diſabuſed devotion, and he 
were lovely without compariſon, as well as he 

is·ſo above it. And though I be not ſo unjuſt 
do deny, that there are ladies (ſome of which I | 
* — ta be ynkoows to my. 
kh). 
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ſelf} bo excellencies are capable of enno- 
bling their whole ſex ; 3 yet their greateſt accom- 
pliſhments, colnpanal to his perfect ions, whoſe 
gifts they are, are in that eclipfirig company, 
as ineonſpicuous as the faint qualities of more 


ordinary perſons. As when in a clear morning, 


the riſing· ſun vouchſafes to viſit us, as well thoſe 


: bright ſtars; that did adorn our hemiſphere, as 


thoſe dark ſhades that did beniight it, vaniſh; 


| conſonantly- whereunto, give me leave to ob- 


ſerve to you, Lindamor, that though divers 
of God's attributes are, through his geodneſs,- 
participated by his creatures, yet the ſcripture 
makes ſo-vaſt a diſparity betwixt the excellen- 
cies that it deſcribes to men, and the ſame per- 
fections-confidered as they exiſt: in God, that 
it ſeems abſolutely to exclude ercated beings* 


from any title to thoſe attributes; becauſe they 


poſſeſs them but in a way ſo inferior to that 
tranſcendent, peculiar, and divine manner, in 
viour ſays to him, that (taking him but for a 


man) called him good, V calle/t tbau me 


: a ? . f but one, chat 1 5 
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Thus St. Paul calls God, (or Chriſt) che 
only potentate, ,. Jude i, though che 
earth be ſhared by ſeveral columns; and 

even the devout Eunuch in the Acts, and the 
depoſed grandees mentioned by the bleſſed Vir- 
gin in her canticle; are, in the original, ſtiled po- 
tentates. Thus, though there be wiſe virgins: 
as well as fooliſh i, and though our Saviour tells 
uz, That he children of this world are in 
their generation s wiſer than the children of 
light n; yet St. Paul ſeruples not to term his 
maker, The only wiſe God ® :. and thus he elſe- 
wiki” paraphitaſes Him, 222 fdr "hath bite 
5 immortality o, though angels and human fouls be 
deathleſs. In ſo incommunicable a manner 
does the ſuperiority of God's nature make him 
poſſeſs thoſe very excellencies, which the dif- 
fuſiveneſs of his goodneſs makes him pleaſed 

to communicate. I am the more zealous,. 
Lindamor, to transfigure your love Tht6 de- 
votion, which I-muſt deſire you to look up- 

on but as a varied name ior * feraphite love, de- 


ſe 
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- Cauſe I have obſerved your paſſian to hays 
been extremely impatient of confinement, - 
and to have eſteemed whatever may be termed 
limits, to be priſons. Few therefore can need 
more, or deſerve better, an object for their love, 
for which too immenſe a vaſtneſs were impoſ. 
ſible. And ſuch a one is God, whoſe ſove- 
reign perfe<tions render him ſo uncapabie of 
being loved too much, that the moſt aſpirirg.. 
paſſion can ſcarce arrive (ſo much __ Rs 


| nme to the — 


"Other ene like 1 ann; are orga 
"ipod, When they calmly flow within their wont - 
ed banks, but of ſeraphic Love, as of Nilus, 
the very inundations might be deſirable, and 
his overflowings make W eee ob” 
Co me. 225 1 ; ; C1 
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EO 3 e our . are e 
ourſelves: if our ſtature chance to exceed a 
certain fize or ſtandard, it makes us monſtrous; 
but devotion is like a flawleſs diamond, where 
the bigneſs taxes as N and the unuſual 
the price. Tag Gotall our. jove is 0 ; 
n er n 4 oy and oke 
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Fin * eapacious and teeming womb) both com- 

-prifing and cheriſhing all the other ſervices God 
requires, and that there is not more exacted of 
us, is not, that an addition were culpable, but 


becauſe it is impoſſible. So noble is the nature 
of devotion, that it admits of failings but by 


one of the extremes, which is that of defect. 
For mediocrity, (whole office it is to reſtrain us 


from approaching the utmoſt limits) which in 


other paſſions is an excellence, is here an im- 
perſection. Or at leaſt, if mediocrity be that 
which creates paſſions virtues, the mediocrity 
of this love muſt confiſt in the boundleſſ- 
neſs of it, fince that is it which makes it moſt a 


virtue. The man after God's own heart 3 is 


nat afraid to own, even to his maker, an ardency 


of love ſor him, which muſt be expreſſed by 


the fignificant metaphor of thirſt; and that 
ſuch a thirſt too, as makes the panting hart (by 


_ naturaliſts obſerved to be a very dry creature ) 


bray (as I remember the Hebrew hath it) 


for-thoſe refreſhing ſtreame, whoſe want di- 
treſſes and reduces her to an almoſt gaſping 
Condition: 1 


. 
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condition: As very Saul, (faith he) thir/fterÞ 
en God. And we know, that thirſt is not on- 
ly ſo violent an appetite, that it leſſens the 
Wonder of that monarch's bargain, whom bif- 
. tory. records to have parted with his kingdom 
for a cup of water; but thirſt doth ſo confine 
our longings to what it craves, that nothing 

elſe can ſatisfy them. The wealth of both the 
Andies would not excuſe the want of a needed 

cup, ſuppoſing their poſſeſſor tormented with 

an appetite, which cannot be quenched but by 
drink. To which I muſt add, that the une 
* of unrelieved thirſt, is not like that of 
bother inconveniencies, leſſened by continuance, 
dut grows by laſting the more unſupportable. 

The ſame inſpired poet ſeruples not alſo to 
profeſs ſo ſenſible and ſo active a concern for 
"God's intereſts, chat the . zeal of God's houſs 
had eaten him up.; and hugely, troubled he is, 
that others are not affected with the ſame zeal. 

7 beheld, (ſays he) the tranſgreſſirs, and was 
_Erieved, becauſe they kept not thy word. Na y, 

_Fivers LL waters *, , ſays hey rum dnvn mins 


eyes, 


* 
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ts, becauſe they kept not thy law ; and to 
manifeſt how much the tenderneſs and unre- 
ſervedneſs of his love, made him think thoſe 
his friends or enemies, that were ſo to God; 
Mine eyes, ſays he, Hall be upon the faithful of 
Zhe land u, that they may dwell with me : H 
that ag th perfect in the way, he ſhall ſerve 
me. Do not I hate them, O Lord, that hate ut 
Thee, and am not I grieved with thoſe, that riſe 1 
ub againſt thee ? I hate them with a perfect ha- | 
tred, I count them mine enemies *, At this 
rate did pious David love his maker; but he . 
was ſo far from thinking this rate exceſſive, that, 
: | tranſported by the ſenſe of his perſonal difabi- 
lity to pay that divine object all the love that 
his perfections merited, he is not content to 
rtouſe up all his own faculties to praiſe God; 
Bleſs the Lord, O my foul; and all that 
is within me bleſs his holy name , but he in- 
Vites all the godly to affiſt him in 'the payment 
ol ſo vaſta debt; Love the Lord, all ye ſaints, 
for, &c. And again, Praiſe the Lord, all 
"on, nations, praiſe lim all ye people 2. And not | 
. content : 1 
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content neither frequently to do this, as may ; 
appear by very many paſſages of his ſacred 


poems, he extends his ir vitation to the an- 
gels, and all the other hoſts of God, and con- 
cludes the book of Pſalms with a Let every thing 
"0 har hah bregeb og the Lord. Hallelujab! 


ae W. Nor Fa it invalidate ber has 
| teen delivered, that ſome men have, even by de- 
vout perſons, been blamed for too much devv- 
' tion; for it was not an exceſs of love, but a want 


of diſcretion, that was guilty of their faults; the 
expteſſion of our love to God ought to be re- 
- gulateds not: by. our blind and wild-fancies, but 
- . by his revealed will, (as Chriſt ſays, you laue 
me, keep my commandments) and therefore it 
is very poſlible to be too devout, not becauſe 


any expteſſion of feraphic love can he made 
with too much ardency, whilſt it is confidered 
abſtractedly in itſelf, and irrelatively to the 
:veſt; but becauſe that there being ſeveral duties 


bf love, which require an ardency of it, it is 
_ injurious to exetciſe all that in one alone, or 
a few, that belongs equally to the neglected 
others. We muſt not (as too many profeſſors XL 
are now wont to do, of whoſe error you may 
receive a fuller account in ſome other papers) 


© 


daſh : 
* 5 . 
* 
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daſh in pieces the two tables of the law a- 
gainſt one another; but muſt ſo love G0 
with all our hearts, as to love our neighbour as 
ourſelves.” You know what our Saviour faith 
to the Phariſees, that tithed mint and cummin, 
with a neglect of judgment, mercy, and 
faith, thoſe weightier matters of the law; 
Theſe ought you (d.) to have done, and not 
to leave the other undine*. And indeed this 
partiality, Lindamor, which makes us diſplay ſo 
muchof the ſtrength and vigour of our ſpirits 
in ſome favourite duties, that we can but lan- 
guidly and perfunctorily perform thoſe others 
we are leſs fond of, begets in devotion a diſ- 
eaſe not unlike that new one in children we 
call the rickets, which ſome learned phyſicians 
do not improbably conceive to ariſe from the 
unequal nutrition of the parts. For though 
none of them receive exceſſive nouriſhment, 
yet ſome of them receiving as much as is con- 
venient for them, and thereby growing up to 
their natural bigneſs, whilſt others are leſs 
nouriſhed than (were the body healthful) they 
would ts ws grow ſo little, that the ſounder 
SHS C parts 
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parts ſeem over-grown, and ſo the diſpropor- 
tion betwixt them and the ricketing ones, 
makes the whole body they compoſe miſnapen 
and unweildy. But, Lindamor, this proves 
not that we can love God too much, but only 
that we may imploy too much of that love, 
in this or that way of expreſſing it. Whilſt 
we are (as. Job ſpeaks) Inhabitants of theſe 
houſes of clay , there are many duties, which 
do as well challenge an intenſity of our affecti- 
ons, as thoſę which relate more immediately to 
God. As St. Paul tells us ©, that there is differ- 
ence betwixt married and fingle perſons, the 


affections of the one being at liberty to devote ; 


themſelves more undiſtractedly to God; 
whereas thoſe of the other are diſtracted, (as 
Adam's were, betwixt his maker and his rib.) 
But where a direct and immediate expreſſion 
of love to God defrauds not any other duty, 
there it is free from the danger of exceſs. 
Though prayers may eaſily be too long, and 
faſts grow exorbitant; yet Chriſt could ſpend 
the whole night in prayer, and faſt forty days, 
without immoderateneſs, when the other ex- 
preſſions of his love to his father, and _ 
25 298 ther 
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ther exerciſes of his mediatory function, were 
not theredy diſturbed, but furthered and pro- 
moted. And ſo Elijah might inculpably faſt 
long“, when that faſting did not diſable him 
to proſecute his journey to the mount of 
God ; and though juſt men here on earth muſt 


expreſs their love to their maſter by (that buſy, , 


deſtracting, and remoter way of ſervice) 
trading with his talent truſted to them; yet 
when their diveſture of mortality diſpenſes 
them for th6ſe laborious and avocating du 
ties to diſtreſſed chriſtians, and their own ſe- 
cular relations, which are here requiſite to be 
performed; their glorified ſpirits may now, 
without any immoderate devotion, imploy, I 
 fay not, their time, but their eternity iiſelf in 
converſing with God, and following the Lamb 
Whitherſoever he goes. And congruouſly I ob- 
| ſerve, that the four myſterious beaſts, allowed to 
approach neareſt to the throne of God*, though 
their many wings, and more numerous eyes, 
intimate them of a very active nature, are repre- 
ſented to us in the Apocalypſe, as addicted but 
to one nee ceaſing neither day nor 
| C 5 night 
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28 SERAPHIC Love. 
right from ſaying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God 
Almighty; and,from giving glory, and honour, and 
thanks unto him . And of thoſe that have whited 
their robes in the blood of the Lamb, this ac- 
count is in the ſame book given us, That they 
are before the throne of God, and ſerve him day 
and night in his temples. So true is it, that 
no degree of ſeraphic love can be exceſſive, 
nay, not any expreſſion of it immoderate, 
unleſs it be made ſo, not by its greatneſs, but 
by its uſurpation, whereby it either ingroſſes or 
invades what belongs to its injured and lan- 
1 aſſociates. Our love unto the crea- 
tures is a preſent, but unto God it is a tribute; 
a though we may eaſily play the prodigals 
in parting (over freely) with our gifts, we can 
ſcarce be ſo in the payment of our debts ; 
for, be the ſums never fo vaſt we pay away, 
thelr being due, in ſpite of their being great, 


| Juſtice to be one of profuſeneſs. Seraphic love, 
_ (whoſe paſſionateneſs is its beſt complexion). 
has then moſt approached its nobleſt meafure, 
when it can leaſt be meaſured; nor ought its 
xtent to admit of any other limits than an 

| | utter 


4 1 8 


—_—_ 


|  fVule 8. © Rep, vii. 14,15. 8 


makes the disburſement too much an act of 
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utter diſability to exceed thoſe that terminate 
it, For he alone loves God as much as he 
ought, that loving him as much as he can, 
ſtrives to repair the deplored imperfection of tha: 
love, with an extream regret to find his love no 
greater. Such a ſublimity of love will beſt in- 
title you to the conſolation accruing from that 
memorable paſſage of St. John, where he ſays, 
That God is love, and he that dwelleth in love, 
diuelleth in God, and God in him * ; which ſup- 
plies me with a forcible inducement, to invite 
you to an eager aſpiring to a tranſcendancy in 
devotion, ſince it may render ſelf-denial fo eaſy» - 
that it will (at laſt) almoſt diveſt that name. 
For, this ſublimer love being, by an intimate 
conjunction with its. object, wholly devoted 

to it, and thoroughly refined from all baſe droſs 

of ſelfiſhneſs and intereſt, nobly begets a moſt 
ſtrict union of our wills with God's, (or 
rather) a perfect ſubmiſſion of the ond to 
the other. And thus, when it is become your 
will to obey his, no diſpenſations of providence 
will immoderately diſquiet you; for, you 
poſſeſs your wiſhes in general, and in bulk, tho! 
> * not always in retail. For your chiefeſt 
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deſire being to ſee your maker's will ful fill'd, 
your knowledge of his being the ſovereign and 
unconttolled diſpoſer of the events, aſſures you, 
that. all accidents that can 
exact accompliſhments of his will, and conſe- 
.. quently of yours, ſo far forth as that is in- 
cluded and compriſed in his. When you have 
reſigned, or rather conſigned, your expropriated 
will, (if I may fo call it) to God, and thereby 
las it were) entruſted him to will for you; all his 
diſpoſals of, and his diſpenſations towards you, 
are, in effect, the acts of your own will, with 
the advantage of their being directed and ſpecified 
by him: an advantage that does at once 
aſſure you both of their rectitude and ſucceſs. 
God's wiſdom, power, and love to you con- 
| fidered, how much more happy muſt you be 
in your opinions of his chafing for you, 
than your immediate own ? The patient thinks 
himſelf obliged to gratify his phy ſieian for 
cChuſing for him what ſorts of meat he is to 
feed on; though the doctor be wont to make 
| ſuch a choice for him, as deprives him of the 
diſhes be beſt likes, and oftentimes confines 


all you, are but 


him to thoſe he loathes. Alas, how often 


might God ſay of our requeſts, as Chriſt did of 
thoſe of the two aſpiring wigs Ye bn 
2 
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- {wot what ye 48d f I admire, and bluſh to read : 


in an heathen ſatyriſt ſo heavenly a leſſon, as, 


Pernittes ip/is expendere numinibus, quid 

. Conveniat nobis, rebuſque fit utile noſtris + 
Nam pro jucundlis utilia quaque dabint di, 
 Charior eſt illis homo, quam ſibi: nos animorum 
Impulſu, & caca pravaque cupidine ducti, 
Conugium petimus partumgue uxoris; at illi. 
 Natum, gui puori 4 ſuallſpu- Futura /it urer. 


1 Unto the wiſer gods the care permit, 

% Of what's for us and our affairs moſt fit. 
They will for pleaſant things the beſt conſe} 
% To whom man is, than to himſelf, more dear. 

We, by our blinder paſſions led aſtray, 

Do fora wife perhaps or children pray; 
Which they may chance refuſe us out of love, 

Knowing both what the wife rc would 
„ prove. 4 | 


| The conſideration of which WY 4 WE OR 
philoſopher fay, That he was wont ouly in 
general terms to beg good things of the gods, 
leaving it to them to determine what things 
were good for him. And indeed our own 


| wiſhes ate but too commonly as blind as 


4 Rachael's, INE way ns 
C4 2 children? 


” — 


32 SrR ARI Lo v. 


Adler, that ſhe impatiently cries, Give ms 
 . ehildren, or elſe 1 diet, died in child-bearing ; 
and as deſtructive to the wiſhers, as their long- 
ings proved to the murmuring Iſraelites, who 
loathing the wholeſome manna (that bread of 
angels) God had provided for them, are their 

own bane in the fleſh they had ſogreedily luſt- 
ed for. Thus, Lindamor, that ſo affrighting 
Virtue of ſelf- denial proves to. be little more 
than a ſon's letter of- attorney to his father, 
of whoſe paternal kindneſs and conſummate 


' abilities in the management of affairs, his 


confidence amounts unto a certainty. Nay, 
till my ſecond thoughts checked the over-for- 
ward impetuoſity of my firſt, I was about to 
add, fince God reſents an infinite ſatisſaction 
in the accompliſhment of his own will, your 
making oyer your whole will to God, will im- 
part to you that felicity, proportioned to the 
degree of the reſignment. And, as the eye, 
whilſt by the optic nerve tied unto the head, 
. ſo changed, can taſte delights, which it is 
dead to, being . once ſevered from it, 

though (otherwiſe) it enjoy the beſt con- 
e * its inanimate nature can 
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be ſuppoſed to be capable; ſo may your 
wuoeill, by an identity or ſameneſs (in ten- 
dency, though not in nature) with your Ma- 
Fer's, as it were engrafted into God's, receive a 
new and an enlarged capacity, which will en- 
able you to contain and reliſh joys, highly 
tranſcending thoſe, which the fulleſt fruition of 
your private wiſhes were able to create, Thus 
felf-denial is a kind of holy aſſociation with 
God, and (by making you his partner) intereſts - 
? you in all his happineſs, and acquiſitions. And 
conſonantly we ſee that glorified ſaints and bieſ- © 
ſed angels, whoſe wilt have the moſt exquiſite 
and exact conformity to God's, enjoy a hap- 
-  pineſs moſt approaching his; whereas the apoſ- 
tate ſpirits, in a confirmed repugnancy to bis 
| n find the nnn of Wretchedneſa. 


ern V. But though I dare not own, Lin- 
damor, ſo bold a fally, yet I dare without 
ſcruple improve the diſcourſe that preceded it, 
to make out to you an advantageous difference 
of ſeraphic love from ordinary flames. For, 
| he that makes a preſeat' of his heart to any 
mortal beauty, even by her welcoming it, and 
-lodgirg it with her own, grows ſubject to have 
it wounded i in her breaſt, Thoſe misfortunes 
C . IF teach 
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bim that would otherwiſe terminate in 
Her: her afflictions torment him, whilſt his own 
reprieve him; and the felicity of two perſons 
"grows requiſite to make one happy. The let- 
ting out our love to mutable objects, doth but 
inlarge our hearts, and make them the wider 
marks for fortune, and capable of being wound- 
ed in more places: for, although love may as 
well make us participate the joys, as reſent the 
infelicities of the parties loved; yet even the 
leaſt unhappy perſons do in ſo fickle and ſo 
tempeſtuous a fea, as we all find this world, 

| meet with ſo many more either croſs winds, 
or ſtormy guſts, than proſperous gales ; and 
| we are ſo much more ſenſible of pain than 
pleaſure, (an aching corn, though leſs than a 
ſickneſs, unfitting us to reliſh the otherwiſe 
perfect health of the whole body) that even 
friendſhip itſelf, though a much calmer affecti- 

on than love, bught to be declined as injurious 

to cur quiet, did we confifter i it but as a partner» 
hip of fortunes, not an exerciſe of virtues. 
But he, whoſe wiſer love ſettles itſelf on God, 

is not only by the immutable and even eſſential 
Happineſs of that adorable object, ſecured from 
1 participated infelicities; but finds his perſonal 
3 croſſes and — * by Lake 
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chat what he moſt loves is moſt happy, and a8 
able as willing in due time to make him ſo. 
And though ſeraphic love make us partake 
but God's felicities, yet his acceptance oſ it 
makes him reſent our ſorrows. in all their af- 

Auel iom he evas offiified ', ſays the prophet of 


God, and of the Iſraelites. And ſo the ſon f 


God, (Who is ſo much one with hoſe that 
love him, that both he as the head, and they 
as the members, are ſometimes, as making up 
one body, called by one name, Chriſt®) though 
as high as heaven, above the reach of perſonal 


or immediate perſecutions, called out to Saul 


for an intention of harming thoſe that loved 
him, Saul, Saul, ly perſecuteſt thau me? And, to 
diemonſtrate the tenderneſs of this compaſſion, 
the prophet ſays to the returned Iſraelites, con- 


cerning God, He that toucheth yan, un the . 


apple of his chen. Nor is God's compaſſion 
like a miſtreſs's, a grieving only, Fa: an uſe- 


leſs pity, whereby the ſuffering lover is often- 
times leſs comforted, as it proceeds from her 
"kindneſs, than afflicted, becauſe it breeds her 


Sur; but God's is a compaſſion, though 
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active, yet ſerene, and worthy of himſelf, 
which, without producing the diſcompoſure, 
produces the effects of the moſt ſenſibly pity, 
By engaging him to a timely relief and reſcue: 
- as that freſhly mentioned expreſſion, In all their 
Qfctions be was Miictad, is immediately fol- | 
owed by, and the angel q, his preſence ſaved 
them; in his love, and in his pity, he- redeemed 
them, and be bare them and carried them all the 


days of old, Yes, this pity, for it is not diſturbing * . 


God's happineſs, inclines him not the leſs to 
expreſs a ſenſe of our miſeries, and makes us 
find (to uſe a fcripture phraſe as I would 
render it) Xaps ii viaper Borle Grace far 
an ' opportune relief *; I ſay, with the divine 
writer, an apportune or ſeaſonable relief ; be- 
cauſe it comes not always when it is moſt de- 
fired, but when it is moſt fit; and when that 
is, he that hath at once all preſent, paſt, and fu- 
ture things in his proſpect, is fitteſt to deter- 
mine. Chriſt's words to his diſciples, It is 
not for you to know the times or the ſeaſons, which 
tbe Father hath put in his own power v, are ap- 
, to more caſes than that which occa- 
; & 3 - Nic oned : 
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fioned them. The Canaanitiſh woman muſt _ 
put up a refuſal, and the reproachful name ofa 
dog a, (which yet, by the way, was parahpraſe 
common enough uſed by the Jews of the het 
then, and as ſuch was underſtood by this 
EM Gentile not Greek .) The Iſraelites 
(compriſing the patriatchs their progenitors) 
were reduced to wait four hundred and thirty 
years, ere they were introduced into the pro- 
miſed land; and during a great part of that 
long ſpace of time, languiſhed and groaned 
under the heavy burthens , and other as heavy 


preſſures, of the as cruelly- as unſucceſsfull a 


politic ZAgyptians*. St. Paul himſelf prayed 
the Lord thrice for the removal of that rude 
 oxivo 3. cg, thorn to the fleb", (what- 
ever that may mean.) Nay, of the bleſſed 
virgin- mother herſelf, her divine ſon would 

not be found till the third day v, though ſhe 
ſought him ſorrowing. And Lazarus, to 
_ . whom, even during his ſickneſs, he youch- 
fed. tp 27 75 to Which all Cæſar's were but 
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traction to Syrophænicia, the ſame region with Ca- 
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trifles) the ſtyle of friend x, {which embolden- 


6d the pious Mary to paraphraſe him by a h 


whom thou loweſt! ) was permitted not only to 


He a dying, but to die; bis reſcue being 


_ deferred, till it was thought impoſſible 3 and 
was ſo indeed to any leſs power than omni- 
potence. Which manifeſts, that as no degree of 
diſtreſs is unrelievable by his power, ſo no ex- 
temity of it is ineonfiſtent with bis compaſſion, 
no, not with his friendſhip. He whoſe ſpi- 
tit inſpired the prophets, is in the laſt of them 
tepreſented under the notion of a refiner *: and 


| it is not the cuſtom of reſiners to ſnatch the | 
deloved metal out of the fire, as ſoon as it feels 
che violence of that purifying element, nay, 


not as ſoon as it is melted by it, but they let 
it long endure ihe brunt of the active flames, 
aA cdtuated by exciting blaſts, till it have ſtood its 


due time in the fire, and there obtained its full 


purity and ſptendor. AndT hope, you will give 
one that corverſes with furnaces, though he 


be no pretender to the philoſopher's ſtone, leave S 


to improve a chymical metaphor, and obſerve, 
that, though in afflictions, eſpecially national 
by . | . 755 . | RE 28 Or 
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or public calamities, God oſtentimes ſeems to 
make no diſtinction betwixt the objects of bis 
compaſſion, and thoſe of his fury, indiſerimi- 
mately involving them in the ſame deſtiny 3 
yet his preſcience and intentions make a vaſt 


difference, where his inflictions do not ſeem to 


make any: as, when on the ſame teſt, and 
Vith the ſelf· ſame fire, we urge as well the gold, 
as the blended lead, or antimony; but with 
fore-xnowing and deſigning ſuch a diſparity in 
the events, as to conſume the ignobler minerals, 
or blow them off into droſs or ſumes, and make 
the gold. more pee and full of luſtre, 


Suing VI. It is true, | Ads tad * 
to be lupe el af tialit 
Hen 10 little needs it, to bet Sught It to be 
preferred before all other paſſions) I ſhall ac- 
| knowledge it, that the happineſs reſulting from 
thoſe many prerogatives, I have endeavoured 
to diſcover to you in a tranſcendent degree of 
ſeraphic love, is moderated by (the effects of 
that ſublimity) the eager deſires it creates of a 
more compleat fruition, of its perfect and di- 
vine object. Such aſpiring ſallies of the long- 
ing ſoul made the languiſhing ſpouſe in the 
Canticles cry out, Stay me with flaggons, com- 
_ A e og | , ret , 
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ert me with apples, for I am ſict of love v. 
Such made the raviſhed apoſtle deſire to return 


(for ſo I ſhould rather tranſlate the word 


dba, there, and ſo I find it elſewhere 
to ſigniſy) and to be with Chriſt * and the in- 


* * poet thus expreſſes his longings to the 
bleſſed object of them, s the hart panteth af. 
ter the water-brooks, ſo panieth my ſoul after 
thee, O God. My foul thinſteth for Gad, far 
the living God; when ſhall I came and appear 
before Gade? But, Lindamor, it was fit, that 
to elevate our thoughts and wiſhes to heaven, 


ſome peculiar, and elſe-where incommunicable 
degree of joy, ſhould be reſerved for us there. 


And it is a good fign, and ſuch as worldly ob- 

jeQs cannot boaſt, when the incompleatneſs of 
our e lover's happineſs in his fruitions, 
proceeds not from their want of ſatisfactorineſs, 


but his Want of an entire poſſeſſion of them · 
And let me tell you, Lindamor, that even 
this uneaſy ſtate of ſeparation, is ſweetned with 


as much allay as is conſiſtent with its being 
a grief. For, the divine evidence and teacher of 
God's love, pronouncing a chirſt after perſecli- 


— 
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on to be a title to it, (according to thoſe ſerip- 
tures, Bleſſed are they that hunger and thirſt a. 
ter righteouſneſs; for they Hall be ſatisfied : 
and whoſo- 


and, let him that is a thirfl come, 
ever will, let him take of the water of life free- 
5 and the joys of heaven being ſo vaſt, that 
they diffuſe their nature to all the grounded 
hopes men have to obtain them; each new 
aſſurance is a new degree of them, and is ac- 
ceptable to our hope, though uneaſy to our de- 
ſires. And theſe baitings at compleat felicity 
ſhould not be more un welcome for the preſent 
diſquiet they ſuppoſe, than the contrary for the 
zeal they argue, and the felicity they promiſe. 
For this production of the ſpirit in our hearts, 
may be jultly termed, as the ſpirit himſelf in 
ſcripture is, an earze/t * ; which, though by 
being ſuch, it confeſſes itſelf not to be the en- 
tire ſum, yet it is not only a part of it, but a 
pledge: and, Lindamor, how. ſupportable is 
this thus qualified allay of the joys of ſeraphic 
love, in compariſon of the diſquiets and the 
torments that are wont to attend ſenſual 
love? I ſhall not loſe time to enumerate how 


3 : 
1 3 ts 


p — 4 
. A r 7 * — 


Mat. v. 6 1 Rev. xxii. 17, Þ2 Cor, v. g. 


= 


42 SErRrAPHIC Love. 
many it is ſuppoſed to have ſent to their graves; 
decauſe, though I find thoſe tragical ſtories rife 
enough in romances, yet I find them rifties 
every where but in thoſe fabulous compoſures : 
and though I have had the curioſity to viſii 
ſome of | thoſe warmer regions, where the 
flames of love are thought to burn with more 
 viience, yet (bating the duels and the pox) 
I remember not to have obſerved love to have 
ever been the death of any man: unleſs, ſpeak- 
ing like philoſophers, who make reaſon the eſ- 
ſential conftituent form of a man, we will af- 
| firm, that love, by dethroning reaſon, though 
Ii. leave the lover alive, doth kill the man. 
But, though T am loath to put ſo bad a com- 
pliment upon mankind, as to ſay, that love is 
wont to deftroy men's lives; yet I think it 
would be no calumny to ſay, it much diſquiets 
them. I could ask you, 'how long many & 
' fover muſt continue a ſervant to purchaſe the 
| Honour of being taken notice of to be ſo? and 
IL could recruit that queſtion with pretty ſtore af 
others of the like nature, but that I ſuppoſe 
your memory will ſave my pen the labour of 
zepreſenting to you the torments of love, which 


they that feel them, would little leſs juſtly than 


N they do . _ martyrdoms, if the 
great 


$rnAPHIc Lo vr. 1 
_ greatneſs only, without the cauſe and object of 


men's ſufferings, ſufficed to make them martyrs. 
And though the condition of loyers be in 
romances ſo dexterouſly and delightfully de- 
ſcribed, that not only ſanguine readers are 
tranſported, but even I myſelf have been ſur- 
piriſed into inclinations, to admire and en- 
vy their felicityz yet when ſome, I was con- 
cerned for, have been really concerned and en- 
aged in ſome adventures, my envy quickly 
turned into pity, For, the repulſes, the re- 


eres, the jealouſies, the fears, the abſences, 


the deſpairs, and the reſt of the affliting' diſ- 
quiets of lovers; though in well-writ romances 

they are ſoon read over by the diverted peruſer, 
yet they are not ſo ſoon weathered out, nor ſo 
eaſily fapported by the difconſolate lover, whoſe 
infelicities, though they may be perhaps ſo 
handſomely deplored, as to delight the read- 

er, yet truſt me, Lindamor, it is a much hap- 
pier condition to be free from misfortunes, than 
to be able to complain eloquently of them, 
And as T have with delight beheld a ſtrom ex- 
cellently -drawn by ſome rare artiſt's pencil; 
but whoa I was this ſpring toſt by the rude 
winds that blew me out of Holland, I found 

glean troubleſome and uneaſy | 
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thing; ſo the condition of a lover, though, 

drawn by a ſmooth pen, is wont ſtrangely to 
aſſect and pleaſe us; yet when men are really 
engaged in it, they find it full of hardſhips and 
diſquiet. It is a much better condition to be 
looked on, than embraced; and experience 
gives men of it much (ſadder and} more un- 
welcome notions than deſcription did. Nor 

fancy, Lindamor, that the troubleſomeneſs of 
your ſufferings in love proceeded but from their 
not being acceptable to her ſor whom you en- 


1 dured them; for, had your miſtreſs crowned 


them with myrtle, and proved as kind to you 
as hymen ceuld have made her, yet, I fear, ſhe 
could: have recompenced you but by diſahuſing 
you, and could not have freed you from the need 
of happineſs, but only from a miſtake con- 
cerning it. For, me-thinks, Lindamor, moſt 
of theſe tranſitory goods, that we are ſo fond 
of, may not unfitly be reſembled to the ſenſitive 
plant, which you have ad mired at Sion gar- 
den; for as, though we gaze on it with at- 
tention and wonder, yet when we come to 
touch it, the coy deluſive plant immediately 


ſhrinks in its diſplayed leaves, and contracts 


itſelf into a form and dimenſions, diſadvan- 
vou differing from the former; which * 
again 


2 kx” 
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again recovers by degrees, when touched no 
more, ſo theſe objects, that charm us at a 
diſtance, and whilſt gazed on with the eyes of 
expeQation apd deſire ; when a more imme- 
diate poſſeſſion hath put them into our hands, 
their former luſtre vaniſhes, and they appear 
quite differing things from what before they 
ſeemed ; though after deprivation or - abſence 
hath made us forget their emptineſs, and we be 
reduced to look upon them again at a diſtance, 
they recover in moſt men's eyes their former 
beauty, and are as capable as before to invei- 
gle and delude us. I muſt add, Lindamor, 
that when I compare to' the ſenfitive plant moſt 
of theſe tranſitory. things, that are flattered 
with the title of goods, I do not out of that 
number except moſt miſtreſſes. For, though 
I am no ſuch enemy to matrimony, as ſome 
(for want of underſtanding the raillery I have 
ſometimes uſed in ordinary diſcourſe) are pleaſ- 
ed to think me, and would not refuſe you my 
advice (though I would not ſo readily give you 
my example) to turn votary to hymen; yet 
I have obſerved ſo few happy matches, and ſo 
many unfortunate ones;'and have ſo rarely ſeen 
men love their wives at the rate they did, whilſt 
they were their miſtreſſes; that I wonder not 
IS that 
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that legiſlators, thought it neceſſary to make 
marriages indiſſoluble, to make them laſting, 
And I cannot fitlier compare marriage than to 

 alottery ; for in both, he that ventures may ſuc- 
ceed, and may mils, and if he draw a prize, 
he hath a rich return of his venture: but in 
both lotteries there lies pretty ſtore of blanks 
for every prize. And for your particular, Lin- 


damor, the world is much miſtaken in both your 


humours, if Hermione's and yours be. not {a. 
unſuitable, that (to make haſte. from ſo nice a 
ſubject) had ſhe juſtified your expeQation of 
her kindneſs, you would have poſſeſſed the per- 
ſon, without poſſeſſing the happineſs you expecl- 
ed; and might have found yourſelf as ſenſibly 
diſappointed by her grant, as you were by her 
change. Fs , 


But I forget, Lindamor, that I reſolved not 
to infiſt on parallels, and therefdre, inſtead of 


_ proſecuting the diſcourſe my pen has flipt into, 


concerning the advantages of ſeraphic, com- 
| pared with ordinary love; I ſhall venture to 
encourage you ta the former, by ſhewing you, 
that your paſt addictedneſs to the latter, may 
prove ſerviceable to you in it. Yes, Lindamor, . 
. ſhall not ſcruple to tell you, that: your ſtrong. 


_ paſſion 
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paſſion for Hermione may not a little facilitate 
your devotion, parily by breaking all the chains, 
excepting one, that faſtened your affection to 
unſatisfying objects, and reſtrained it from ſoar- 
ing to the ſublimeſt; and partly, by exalting 
your paſlion to a height fit for ſeraphic flames. 
For love hath this of noble that it makes us 
_ diveſt ourſelves of ſelfiſhneſs, ſlight fortune, quiet, 
ſafety, honour, life, and all our own concern» 
ments, when their coming into competition with + 
the loved parties intereſts, may render their ſa- 
crifice acceptable to her; and makes us think 
goods or ills deſerve thoſe names, but as they 
come to us from or through her. You could + 
| ſcarce have learned a better leflon, even from 
a much better maſter; for love having thus 
- accuſtomed you io (what is thought moſt dif- 
ficult in that virtue) the acts of ſelf-denialy 
you need almoſt 'but transfer your flames from 
an inferior and miſtaken, to their true and no- 
bleſt object, and you will have exalted and re- 
fined your love into devotion; to the latter of 
which, a ſublime elevation of the firſt is ſuch . 
a diſpoſition, as the having formerly. by looſer 
airs and (perchance) wanton ſongs, learned to 
improve and to command one's voice, is, to 
- the skill of ſinging thoſe devout hymns and 


hea» 
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heavenly anthems, in which the church mili- 
tant ſeems ambitious to emulate the triumphant, 
and ecchoback the ſolemn praiſesand hal lelujahs 
of che celeſtial choir. And, as by hunting, 
tough (poſſibly) we follow but ſome fugative 
| hare,' or ſome ſuch trifling game, we gain 
that vigor, that ſufferance, and agility, that 
fits us for the toils and military handſhips that 
are exacted in the purſuit of glory, and of 
empire; ſo though in love (devotion's pren- 
ticeſhip) the courted creature be often conſidera- 
dle enough, to make our elections fit to be 
numbred among ſuch as thoſe that made love 
be painted blind; yet in the progreſs and con- 
duct of our paſſion, we contract ſuch diſ- in- 
tereſted and reſigned habitudes, as, being pre- 
ferred to ſerve celeſtial objects, do excellently 
qualify us for devotion. And, in effect, a fer- 
vent love ſeems little elſe, than . devotion miſ- 
addreſſed, where our own very expreſſions may 
ſerve to diſabuſe us; for, when you give your 
miſtreſs the ſtile of goddeſs, and talk of no- 
thing to her, but offering up of hearts, ador- 
| ing, ſacrifices, martydoms; does not all. this 
imply, that though it be faid to her, it is 
meant to a divinity; which is ſo much the true 
and genuine object of men's love, that we can- 
ee] | not 
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not exalt. that paſſion for any other, without 
inveſting it with the notion and attributes of 
God? As children diſcloſe the inbred kindneſs ; 
they have for thoſe perſons, by calling the ba- 
bies they moſt doat upon by their dearmother's, 
or loved nurſe's names and, as Aaron, and 
the revolting Jews, by juſtifying to themſelves 
their adoration. of the idols they had ſet up by 
_ ajtributing the title of God to what they 
adored, did tacitly; acknowledge adoration to 
be due only to the deity. ; ſo does a lover: by 
naming what be worſhips a divinity, tacitly 
confeſs the deity to be the proper object of n 
higheſt and peculiar: ſtrain of worlkipe: hol 


Srer. VII. And this truth; Lindamor, the” 
very fickleneſs of lovers concurs to teſtify: bor, | | 
what men call, and think inconſtaney, i is no- 9 
thing but a chaſe of perfect beauties, which o our | 
love ruitleſly follows and ſeeks in ſeveral objedts, 1 
becauſe he finds it not entire in any one; for, 
creatures ha ve but ſmall and obſcure fragments 
of it, which cannot fix, nor ſatisfy an appetite, 
born for, and (though unwillingly) aſpiring 


unto 'God, who is prochimed the true and pro- 
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per object of our love, as well by men's fickle⸗ 
neſs to women, as the angels conſtancy to him: 
S juſt” as the trembling reſtlefineſs of the needle 
in any but the north point of the compaſs pro- 
ceeds from, and manifeſts its inclination to the 
pole; its paſſion for which, both its wavering 
and its reſt bear equal witneſs to. That unſa- 
tisfiedneſs with tranſitory fruitions,' that men 
daplore as the unhappineſs of their nature, is 
indeed the priviledge of it; as it is the preroga- 
tive of men not to care for, or be capable of; 
being pleaſed: with whiſtles; hobby-horſes, and 
ſuch fond toys as children doat upon; and — 
the ſole objects of their deſites and joys. And 

by this you may, Lindamor, in ſome degree 
imagine the unimaginable ſuavity; that the fix- 
ing of. one's love on God is able to bleſs the 
ſoul with; fince, by ſo indulgent a father; and 
competent a judge as God himſelf, the de- 
creed uncontingentneſs of all other goods, is 
thought richly repaired by its being but an apt- 
nels to proye a riſe to our love . there. 


Seer, IX. And hitherto, my deareſt Lin- 


damor, I have endeavoured to recommend un- 
to you ſeraphic love, by mentioning ſome of 
its properties, which. ſeem to mg more to. 
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the love itſelf, than to the divine object of it. 
But I fear you will think, I have too long en- 
tertained you with conſiderations, which be- 
fides that they are not altogether the impot- 
tanteſt that belong to this diſcourſe, I have 
deen by haſte reduced to pen in the unaccurate 
order, wherein they offered themſelves to my 


thoughts, not the method wherein 1 ſhould have 
preſented * to yours. 


Sect. X. And therefore, Lindamor, fince 
the nobleſt and ſupreme motives to the love of 
Gad conſiſt in his own infinite perſections and 
prerogatives; and ſince the properties of God's 
love to us do advantage us much more, (and 
conſequently are likelier to endear devotion to 
us) than thoſe of ours to him; the former not 
only moving God to kindle in us, but to che» 
riſh and foment, and (if our own wilful extinc- 
tion interpoſe not) to crown the latter: for 
both theſe reaſons, I ſay, Lindamor, I doubt 
not but you will think it ſeaſonable for me to 
proceed to conſider that higher ſort of mo- 
tives to devotion, and to evince, that the ſe - 
veral things which are wont moſt to engage 
and heighten our affections, do, in a peculiar 
uad uanſcendent manner, ſhine ſorth and 
| „ D 2 Con- 
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conſtellate in God. That, you know, which 
enamoured you of Hermione, I need not 
prove to you, to have been your ſuppoſing her 
full of lovelineſs and excellencies in herſelf; 
and your believing, that the love ſhe vouch- 
ſafed you was great, free, conſtant, or advan- 


tagious to you; and that all theſe properties 


do not only eminently exiſt, but illuſtriouſly 
concur in God, and his. love, I muſt now, 
Lindamor, (with ſtrong defires of doing it proſe 
pps ne to manifeſt. 


Seer. XI. Fiſt, chen, our higheſt za is 
made. God's due by the excellency and preroga- 
tive of his nature. But, truſt me, Lindamor, 
when (neceſſitated by a method exacted by the 
nature of this diſcourſe) I find myſelf engaged 
to ſay ſomething by way of celebration of God's 
perfeCtions z I am very ſenſible, I can but de- 


. tract from what I defire to praiſe, and muſt | 


Inevitably appear unable to ſpeak worthily of a 
theme, to which, even ſeraphims themſelves 
Cannot do right. And if, as the ſcriptures aſ- 
ſure us, thoſe things never fell under the ſenſes, 
| GH the * ul men *, which God 
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has reſerved for thoſe that love him; how in- 
effable and incomprehenſible muſt thoſe things 
be which he has reſerved for himſelf? the in- 
finite ſuperiority of his nature above all created 
beings, placing a vaſt diſparity betwixt his 


AKreateſt communicated vouchſafements, and his 


boundleſs, and therefore, to creatures, incom- 
municable perfecti ions. 


Wonder not therefore, Dae that my 
weak eyes dare not dwell long upon an object, 
which they cannot ſtedfaſtly gaze on long with- 
out being dazzled ; and do not marvel, that 1 
ſcruple not to uſe ſeeming hyperboles in the 
mention ofperfeQions, which make the higheſt 
byperboles but ſeeming ones; both God's na- 
ture and his word declaring him to be exalted\a- · 
love all bling and praiſe. If it were ſeaſonable, 
Lindamor, to entertain ourſelves but with thoſe 
attributes of God, which are legible or conſpi- 
cuous in the creation; we might there diſcern 
the admirable traces of ſuch immenſe” power, 
ſuch unſearchable wiſdom, and ſuch exuberant 
| goodneſs, as may juftly raviſh us o an amaze- 
5 3. I ment 
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ment at them, rather than a bare admiration of | 
them. And I muſt needs acknowledge, Lin- 
damor, that when with bold teleſcopes I ſur- 
vey the old and newly diſcovered ſtars and pla» 
nets that adorn the upper region of the world; 
and when with excellent microſcopes I diſcern 
in otherwiſe inviſible objects, the unimitable 
fubtilty of nature's curious workmanſhip 
and when, in a word, by the help of anato- 
Mical knives, and the light of chymical ſur- 
naces, I ſtudy the book of nature, and conſult 
the gloſſes of Ariſtotle, Epicurus, Paracelſus, 
Harvey, Helmont, and other learned expoſi- 
tors of that inſtructive volume; I find myſelf 
| oftentimes reduced to exclaim with the P ſalmiſt, 
Haw manifold are thy works, O Lord? in wit 
dom haſt than made them alt® And when I have 
been loſing myſelf in admiration of what I un- 
derftand not, but enough to admire, and not 
to comprehend ; I am often obliged to interrupts, 
or break off my enquiries, by applying to the 
| works of God's creation the expreſſion uſed by 
St. Paul of thoſe of his proyidence, Q the depth 
of the riches, both of the wiſdom and knowledge 
of God how unſearchable are his judgments, 
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_ of this nature may the attentive conſideration of 
any other of God's attributes deſervedly pro- 
duce. But having elſewhere treated of this 
ſubject in a peculiar diſcourſe, I ſhall now, 
Lindamor, invite; you; to conſider with me, 
how much you, and thoſe that are conſcious 
_ te their. having virtue enough in themſelves, 
to make them prize it in others, are in love with 
"Cato, Scipio, and thoſe other heroes, that did 
| ennodle, and almoſt. Exceed mankind, upon the 
dare knowledge of their virtues ; although from 
them we, derive no perſonal advantage, (their 
death having numerous ages preceded our na- 
tivity. ) Since then we pay ſo-much diſintereſted - 
| love to ſome few faint and ill- refined virtues, 
| that never did profit us; how much on ſuch 
— ſeore, and at that rate, ſhouid we loye him, 
who ſo poſſeſſes all perfections, that" each of 
his perfection i.infinite ? Were you and I ut 
own creators, Lindamor, and wholly indepen- 
dent upon God, without either need or hope to 
taſte his bounty his native excellencies, and 
what, be has done for others, | ſhould ſurely ra- 


viſh us, and enamour us of him. Though 
his benefits to us did not entitle him to our love, 


his eſſence (the ſource and only motive of thoſe 
denefits) would give > him a right to it; and 
'D * 3 
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rough we coe him nought for what we ares 
we yet mould owe him love for what he i. 


Nie js that glorious ſun, from whom (as beams) 


all created perſections flow, and in whom they 
all ooneentre. To emit Ged's fovertign"ma- 
jeſty, (which places him ſo high, that but to 
"own for him ſo familiar atid levelling an affecki- 
on as love, much more to expect to be reloved 
dy him, were not the leaſt ſawycy preſumption 

man could be guilty of; did not his own com- 
 1dhds make it a duty not to infiſt on this, 1 
ay, let us a while” conſider * That proper a and 
- peculiar attraction of love, his Tovelineſs; 

which is ſuch, chat, «did we but ones ſee it, 
all creature competitions (even we being judges) 
would then be as impoſfible as they are how 
- unjuſt In the fifth evangeliſt's prophetic 
viſions o; the ſeraphims themſeſves ( oſe gler- 
ous ornaments of the cœleſtial hierarchy) are 
repreſen | —_— — m faces in God 


| aformity; er-unadlovs fuſtain tho dnqualiies. 7 
ſplendor of ſo divine brightneſs x hene per- 
ol R been : of ole eee —_ 
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SERAPHIC Love: | 57 | 
fome frequent expreſſions in their writers inti- 

| mate) when they went to pray, to veil their 
heads and faces; (though now I have in their 
ſynagogues ſeen them only cover their heads, 
not their faces, with thoſe white garments 
| they wear at their public deyotions.) And, 
Lindamor, if Moſes's face, by but a few 
days converſe with God, reflected ſuch a 
light as dazzled mortal eyes; and if his ſwiſt 
poſts the angels, when ſent on errands to 
us here on earth, even when they may be 
ſuppoſed (if I may fo ſpeak) to wear their 
travelling cloaths, and ſtool as much to 
our frailty in the form, as the region they 
appear to us in, do, in ſpight of that darken- 
ing condeſcenfion, ſo much tranſcend all ob- 
jets here on earth, that the ſcripture often 
mentions, that even, thoſe that aſpired to 
imitate their virtues, were confounded at their 
preſence: and if, in this veiling habit, they 
appear ſo glorious, that their thus diſadyan- 
taged beauty is made the compliment - and 
byperbole of that quality; what may we, or 
rather, what may we not conclude of God 
himſelf, of whom the ſcripture | ſays, He 
#hat planted the ear ſhall he not bear ? be 


cg 
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that formed the eye ſhall he not ſæe v? that i is, he 
that imparts a faculty, or an excellence, to 
the ereature, mall not he himſelf much 
more eminently poſſeſs i it ? and, in effect, the 
moſt unblemiſhed created beauties are but 
faint ſhadows (or trulier, foils) of his. Thoſe 
. dropsof prettineſs, ſcafteringly ſprinkled amongſt 
the creatures, were deſigned to defecate and ex- 
alt our conceptions, not t6. inveigle- or detain- 
our paſſions ; for, God did'tieyer intend them 
| to terminate our love, but only. our eyes to 
exalt our faith above them, and by the beauties . 
our ſight can apprehend, to raiſe us to a canfi- 
dence, chat there is in their author more than 
ve can either ſee or eomprehend. Like Elijah's 
fery chariots i, though they be pure and bright, 
and conſiſt of the nobleſt and: gloriouſeſt mate-. 
rials, they are meant by God but to carry us up- 
to him. And as· the patriarch's ſteward was fur- 
niſhed with ſo ſumptuous an equipage to court: 
Rebecca, not for himſelf, but for Iſaac * ; ſo 
all the lovelineſs imparted to the creature is 
lent it, but to give us ſome more enlarged. 
- conceptions of that vaſt confluence and im- 
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meuſſey that exuberates in God. To make 


the righteſt uſe of fading beauties, you muſt 
conſider God and them, as you were wont to 
d your miffre(#s picture and its chryſtal 
cover, where, though that native glaſs were 
| pure and lovely, and very richly edged, yet to 
bare on it, was not the Chiefeſt buſineſs of 
your eye; nor did you in it terminate your 


ſight, but greedily look through and beyond 


it, upon the adored image that ſolid veil be- 
vayed. Methinks feraphic and our common 
lovers behold exterior beauties with a difference 
reſetabling that wherewith children and aſtro- 
nomers conſider Galileo's optic glaſſes, (with 
one of which teleſcopes that T remember I 
faw at Florence, he merrily boaſted that he 
Bad Trovato la corte 4 Giove;) which the one 
prizes moſt for what they appear; the other, 
for what they diſcover. For children content- 
ing themſelves to wonder at the length, and 
fall in love with the workmanſhip/and-gildings 
of the tube, do thus but gaze upon them; 
whereas aſtronomers look through them, and, 
ceatce taking notice of the unuſual ornaments, 
or the ſhape, employ them to find out unknown 
; Kghts in the oky;and to Ae in 1 
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| God has been pleaſed to adorn ſome of his 


creatures with hints and impreſſes, as well of his 
lovelineſs as his other excellencics ; ; but: they 
do much more faintly, and imperfectly reſem- 
ble him, than the counterfeit ſun we ſome- 
times ſee in a cloud emulates the true one, 
dy whoſe refracted and reflected beams, ſome 
acute modern naturaliſts ſuppoſe it to be pro- 
duced. For though, his derivative ſun ſhine 
with a not · inconſiderable luſtre, comparatively 
10 the reſt, of the dark cloud it ennobles, 
yet is it not only as much inſerior to the 
uue ſun in brightneſs ag in height; but it en- 
Joys alone a precarious, dependent, and almoſt 
0 momentary. being, which often, it loſes in a 
very ſhort. time, and never attains to preſerve- 

à very long one. And, therefore, to neglect 
at ſupreme reſplendency chat ſhines in God, 
fox thoſe dim- repreſentations of it, that we; 0 
doat on in] the creature, is a8 Prep 
and abſurd, as it were for a, Perſian 40, offer | 
his ſacrifice. to a parhelion; (as the Greeks call 
nenn And 
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Vertainly, Lindamor, if our dim ſight, like 

mountains neax Dothan covered with horſes and 

. chariots of fire, were priviledged to diſcern other- 
wiſe inviſible objects; our raviſhed eyes 

would behold lovelineſs nd in God, to 

make us inceſſantly exclaim in the language of 
the prophet, How great is his goadneſt, and 
bow great his. beauty ! | Agreeably whereunto 
we may obſerve, that as the load-ſtone doth 
attract moſt powerfully: the brighteft needles, 
made of the Row” ſtee], and thoſe that moſt 
approach: it; ſo angels, who, of all created 
beings, enjoy the uncloudedeſt light, and the 
moſt clear knowledge of their maker, do love 
him with a conſtancy ſo. fixed, that in five 
- thouſand; and ſome odd centuties- of years, 
- (effluxed ſince the creation) they could never 
ſee any thing, either in God, or out of him, 
capable to ſeduce. them to a change; God's 
lovelineſs (which is ſuch, chat the eternal 
fruition of himſelf creates even his felicity) 
is like rare muſic, which, though it do de- 
light; all its partakers, the knowiogeſt artiſts 
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ill do bightisſt value, and are moſt raviſhed 


with the tranſports it produceth; being pro- 
portioned to the degrees of the {killfulneſs of 


by any blemiſh they deſeried in God; but pre- 


bably fell by a ſawey aſſectation of -a parity, 


and (as divines tell us) a ſacrilegious aſpiring 
to perfect ions, which they were criminally 
unable to behold, without wiſhing them their 


God, it is their curſe and puniſument. And 
[I hall ingenuouſiy canfeſs to you, Lindamor, 
that by the advantagious ideas I entertained 
of God's perſectiona, I have been ſometimes 


inclined to think, that the reaſon why God 
* tells Moſes, Thou canft not ſte my face, for thete 


hall no man fee me and live'*, might be, that 
(as tranſcendent, objects deſtroy the ſenſe} o 
loyehy and glorious a ſight, (whoſe continu- 
ance ſhall make our happineſs in heaven) would 
let in joys, and would create deſires, too mighty 
[for frail mortality te ſuſtain, The" raviſhed 
chad being ſhewn ſuch game as that, would 
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hate ſo eagerly, that ſhe would break thoſe 
leaſhes that tye her to the body, (and thereby 
hinder her flight to that wiſhed . union;) and 
the glad heart (too narrow a receptacle for ſo 
much joy) to make room for ſuch, gueſts, 
would ftretch unto a rupture. Longing or joy 
have ſometimes ſingly reached degrees that haye 
made them fatal; and why then ſhould their 
union in ſuch extremes be thought uncapable 
of producing the like effect ? Nor is it, per- 
chance, more a priviledge of the next life, that 
we ſhall then ſee God, than that we ſhall ſur- 
vive that glorious fight ; which is too dazling 
an object for mortal eyes, till (to uſe St. Paul's 
expreſſion) aur mortal ſhall have put on immor- 
zality v. But I muſt no longer loſe myſelf in a 
theme, on which it is ſo eaſy to ſpeak much, 
and ſo impoſſible to ſay enough. If I be not 
very much miſtaken, they are ſo, whapreſumg 
to give us ſatis factory definitions of God's na- 
ture, which we may perhaps more ſafely de- 
fine by the impoſſibility of its being accurately 
defined. And I muſt confeſs, I do the leaſt ex- 
pect the beſt deſcription of the divine nature, 
from thoſe that are moſt forward to take upon 


them 
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them io explicate it; for our words being 
but the repreſentations of our notions, and 
they being neceſſarily finite, as our being, 
few' men are (methinks) more likely to be 
miſtaken in the nature of what it infinite, (and 
conſequently of God's attributes) than thoſe 
that think deſcriptions can compriſe it. Nor 
willan affiduity and conftancy of our ſpecula- 
tions herein relieve us; for too fixed a con- 
templation of God's eſſence does but the more 
confound us. As I remember, St. Paul tells 
the Jews, that he could not ſer for the glory of 
85 #hat light * that ſhone from heaven about him 
at his converſion. And this the famous Simo- 
nides experimentally found, who being asked ; 
what God was, took a day's ume to con- 
ider of it; after, being called upon ſor his 
anſwer, he defired two da ys longer to think 
upon it; and, when they were expired, de- 
manded four days longer; and fo continued a 
Freat while, each time er creafing his demands 
for reſpite 3 till, being preſſed to give an ac- 
 +eount of ſuch a dilatory way of proceed- 
| ih * nen. Sy that the 
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_  Jonger he conſidered God's nature,, the less he 
camprehended it. And indeed, experience 
teaches us, that they that gaze ſtedfaſtlieſt on the 
.noon-day”: 8 ſun, can leaſt of. all diſcern what 
it is, being rather dazzled than inſtructed by 
fo. -confounging an object. Nor, is it only, 
Lindamor, a task of too. great. difficulty for 
a meer man, perfectly to explicate that in- 
comprehenſible nature of God, to which no- 
thing but his own infinite unde: ta 
| be adequate 3 but, methinks,, even * 
God 8 petfections, cannot be ſoberly attempt- 
ed, without a very deep ſenſe of a man's own 
unworthineſs and incapacity. For, the ſame 
excellencies at furniſh us with praiſes, do 
uanſcend them, . And. the. fruitfulgeſs of the 
Jubjeft may as well deter, as invite our pens; 
ce, as we are ſure we ſhall not want theme, 

- Ha are certain we cannot dignify it. And, 
for my part, Lindamorz though my ſubject 
exacted of me the-praiſes I have endea\ 
ed to aſcribe to God, yet 1 
it requiſite rather to decline the laws of mo- 
thod, chan be reduced to derogate from Whitt 
I would extol; if the neceſſity of detracting 
dun Gor felions deen 


. EI CITP LE ETSY Love. 


ef mentioning them; and if that neceſſity 
were not asglorious to God, as greater praiſes 
than we are able to aſctibe him, could be. 
But, Lindamor, having thus done right to 
my method, though ec d not to my theme, 
I ſhall only invite you'to imitate with me thoſe 
*Perfrans, that adored the fun, and thought the 
Tight be lent them ſerved but to make the 
| ſource of it admired, and not to pry into his 
' - 4bfiruſe eſſence with it. And though 4 might 
ny much mere ooncerrinig Gods perſections, 
I muſt henceforth think Hilence the propereſt 
'Javguage I can now employ ; ; for it is Hence 
-that beſt expreſſes'our wonder: and ſure, won- 
der is never more feaſonable than when God is 
| "tha objedt; a proſtrate veneration being the ſafeſt 
WETTED; of hi that is incomprehenſible. 
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| 8 fit an object God is of pur higheſt 
dove, for what, he is in himſelf; let us new 

d 10 derive further proofs; of the 
ame uth, from hat he in, te u, (that 

Jour gratitude may contend with your reaſons 
Which ag. = 
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we ſhall find in the vaſtneſs, freeneſs, difin- 
 tereſtedneſs, conſtaney, and advantagiouſneſs 
of his love to us, that more than all the love 
we can pay him, were . a ms part of that 
* owe * N 
But for the Art attribute, we have aſſign- 
ed his love, (the greatneſs of it) it being a 
general property, diffuſed through all the reſt, 


and conſpicuous in them, it requires how to 


de m n. 1.855 * 
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| We mall then _— to 1. freeneſs or 
| unmeritedneſs of God's love; to believe which 
ſtrangely vaſt, we need but confider, that We 
ſo little could at firſt deſerve his love, that he 


loved us even before we had a being; and dur 


-felicity in his degrees, preceded our exiſtence 
in this world. God loved you numerous ages 


before you were; and his goodneſs is ſo entire 


ty its own motive, that even your creation 
 (fince when alone you can pretend to metit 
his love) is the effect of it. This benefit alone 
were ſufficlent 10 render God the object ot 
our love, though we were that of his averfion. 

For (as the Perſians adored the fun even when it 
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ſcorched them) we eſteem ourſelves obliged to 
love and honour our parents in ſpight of their 
being wicked and unkind, though they be but 
. God's, inſtruments in our production, and 
made us what we were born, not arbitrarily, 
but in virtue of his ordination. But God, to 
_ confer on us, in the moſt excellent and en- 
dearing manner, the bleſſing promiſed to his 

ancient peopie, when he vouchſaſed to aſſure 

1 them, that be would laue them freely 1, was 

| © pleaſed to love us, not only when we were 

not at all, but when we were his enemies; 

| | .Af-, when we were enemies (faith) St. Paul) 
EEE reconciled to God | by the death of 

| | _ bis Jon, Sc. 17 Qur inexiſtence indeed was 

| ..2 condition, wherein nothing in us was 

i _. capable of being a motive of God's love'; 

= . but-our enmity proceeded further, and made 

s us worthy. of his deteſtation as if his love were 

| . nothing unleſs it vanquiſhed obſtacles, as well 

2s wanted: motives. This gave the apoſtle a 

: Juſt, cauſe to ſay, that God commendtth his. love 
towards us, in that while we were yet ſinners 
Cbriſt died. for us, that is, when we want- 
Fea. motives to invite wet leves unleſs our 

; Wee, c — 1 
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very want of them ſhould paſs for one. And 
how did God expreſs his love unto us? even 

dy the gift of the Son of his love; for God jo. 
loved the world v, (ſays the divine token of his 
love) that hz gave his only begotton Son. And 
how did that Son love it? He (ſays the apoſtle) 
being in the form of God, thought it no rob- 
bery to be equal with God; but made himſelf of 
nb reputation, and took upon him the form of 
a ſervant, and was' made in the likeneſs of 
men. And being found in faſhion as a man, 
be humbled bimſelf, and became obedient unto 
death, even” the death of "the croſs *. That is, 
that he would love at no lefs rate than death 5 
and from the ſuper- eminent heighth of glory, 
ſtooped and abaſed himſelf to the ſufferance 
of the extremeſt of indignities, and ſunk him- 
ſelf to the bottom of abjectedneſs, to exalt our 
condition to the contrary extreme. He was 
wounded for our tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed 
for our iniquities, the chaſtiſement of our peace 
was upon him, and with his  firipes we are 
: healed, ſays the prophet i. Fur ye Inoiu the © 
|; | grace 
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| Erace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that though be 
bas rich, yet for your ſakes he became poor, 
chat ye through his proverty might be made rich, 
fays the apoſtle*, Men having diſpleaſed God, 
and conſequently forfeited all right and natural 
pollibility to happineſs ; even whilſt they com- 
pleated the. forlornneſs of their condition, by 


were as careleſs to ſeek means of recovery, a2 
they had been unable to deviſe them of them- 

ſelves; even then, his reſtleſs love would ne- 
ver be at quiet, till it had ſet his omniſcience 
on work, to contrive expedients, and find 
dut a way to reconcile his juſtice and his mer- 
cy, in reconciling ſinners to himſelf. And 
this mercifal deſign, by the incarnation of his 
Son, he proſecuted in a way ſo worthy of 


; _ | himſelf, and ſo advantagious to us, that our 


juſt wonder at it may keep us from having 
any, to find that, as St. Peter informs us, the 
very angels (pronipted, queſtionleſs, by a re- 
ligious curioſity) ardently deſire to look inte 
| thoſe divine myſteries . I find it hotly diſ- 
vis amongſt . * only betwixt tbe 

Socinians 
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| Bocinians and the orthodox, but betwixt ore 
 thodox and orthodox) whether or no Gd 
could, without violating his juſtice, have de- 
viſed any other courſe for the expiation of 
fin, than the paſſion and death of Chriſt. But, 
without venturing to determine, whether or 
no God could, to redeem us, have choſen any 
other way, we may ſafely think, that he has 
choſen the moſt obliging and moſt endearing 
way; diſplaying in this divine manner of 
reſcuing us, the ſevereſt juſtice, and the high» 
eſt mercy-z. the greateſt hatred of fin, and the 
greateſt love to ſinners: ſince by thoſe un- 
equalled | and unvaluable ſufferings, to which 
he delivered up for us that Son, who is ſo near 
unto him, that he truly faid, Iand the father 
are ones, he at once manifeſted both how 
much he hated fin, which he ſo heavily puniſh- 
ed in the perſon he moſt loved; (though that 
ſurety. but adopted it, to free men from the 
inſupportable vengeance of it) and how much 
he loved finners, by giving up what he ſo 
Joved, for a ranſom of thoſe that were guilty 
of what he ſo hated. And therefore our Saviour, 
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though he did ſuch great things to ſatisfy the 
unbeli ieving and contumaciousJews of his being 
their promiſed Meſſiah, would not decline death 
to convince them; and, though he had not 
ſeldom done ſo much to make himſelf the ob- 
ject of their faith, would not be invited from 
the croſs, though the chief priefts and ſcribes 
| themſelves faid at his crucifixion, Let him now 
come down from i the craſs, and we will believe on 
Iim b. And Chriſt, to convince the world or 
their unableneſs to emerge and recover out of 
that deep abyſs, wherein che load of fin (which 
in ſcripture is called a weight 11 had preci= 
pitated fallen man, came not into the world 


3 until well nigh 4000 years of ſickneſs had 


made the diſeaſe deſperate, and the cure almoſt 
hopeleſs. So inveterate an obſtinacy at onde 
widening the diſtance betwixt God and man, 
and proclaiming the latter's diſability to find, by 
his own wiſdom, expedients of reunion. Thus 
Chriſt healed and diſpoſſeſſed a dumb perſon, 
who was able to make entreaties but by the 
BY diſability of pronouncing. them *; and might 


yay * to the — world, J am * of 
1 em 
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them that ſought me not i. And when our Sa- 
viour was come into this wretched world, of 
all the numerous miracles recorded in the goſ- 
pel, he ſcarce did any for his own private re- 
lief. And to ſhew, that as he endured his ſor- 
rows for our fakes, that by his ſtripes wwe might 
be healed ® ; ſo were the joys he taſted in re- 
lation to us. We read not (which is highly 
obſervable) in the whole goſpel, that ever he 
rejoyced but once, and that was, when his 
r@rned diſciples informed him, that they had 
vitoriouſly . chaſed devils and diſeaſes out of 
oppreſſed mortals, and that by his authority 
men had been diſpaſſe d of both the tempter and 
- puniſhment of ſin ©, .. He converſed among his 
contemporaries with virtues, as well atteſting 
what he was, as prophecies and miracles could 
do; and, to teach man how much he valued 
him above thoſe creatures that man makes his 
idols, he often altered and ſuſpended the courſe 
of nature for man's inſtruction, or his relief, 
and reverſed the laws eſtabliſhed in the univerſe, 
to engage men to obey thoſe of God, by do- 
ing We * numerous 1 great, that: the 
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Jews unbelief may be almoſt counted one . 
Yet were thoſe wonders wrought: for a genera- 
tion that aſcribed them to the devil v, and re- 
turned them with ſo unexemplified an ingra- 
titude, that it is not the leaſt of his wonders, 
that he would vouchſafe to work any of them 
for ſuch blaſphemous wretches; who were in- 
deed, as ſome of the later Jews have too truly 
ſtiled themſelves, in relation to their fathers, 
 Chombiz han ya-yin, vinegar the child of wine, 
a moſt degenerate of-ſpring of holy progeiſ 
tors. He ſuffered ſo much for them, that made 
him do ſo, that he ſuffered the addition of 
miſery of being thought to ſuffer deſervedly; 
And be Was numbered with the tranſgereſſors a. 
ough he lived as much a miracle as any 


ſg deſpicable and forlorn, that men could not 


' - know his deity but by his goodneſs, which was 


too infinite not to belong. incommunicably to 
| God. And though it were once a ſaying of 
our Saviour's, greater love hath no man than 
this, that a nan lay down bis life for bis friends "3 
yet is nat, what is ſaid of the love here men- 


. „ > be a> of love indefinitely, 
or 


„let l. 24. 7 Mat. ili. 12. 4 Ifai. i. 12. 
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or generally conſidered, but only of the ſingle 
acts or expreſſions of a man's love to his 
friends, compared betwixt themſelves; and ſo 
the alledged paſſage ſeems to mean but this, 
that among the ſingle acts of kindneſs to a man's 
friends, there is not any one more Highly ex- 
preſſi ve of a real and ſincere love, than to part 
with one's life for their ſakes. This text 
therefore would not be indefinitely applied to 
the affection of love itſelf, as if it could not 

poſſibly be greater than is requiſite to make a 
man content or willing to die for his friends; 
for he that ſacrifices beſides his life, his fortune 
alſo, his children, and his reputation, does 
thereby expreſs more love to them, thin he 
could do by parting with his life only fot them, 
And he that is forward to die for thoſe that 
hate him, or, at leaſt, know him not, dif- 
cloſes a more plentiful and exuberant ſtock” of 
love, than he that does the ſame kindneſs but 
for thoſe that love him. And thus our Savi- 
our would be underſtood, unleſs we wald ſay, 
that he out- practiſed what he taught; for, he 
came to lay down his life even for his enemies, 
and{like the kind balſam-tree, whoſe healing 


wounds weep ſovereign balm to cure thoſe that - 


made them) he refuſed pot to die for thoſe 
E 2 that 
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that killed him, and ſhed his blood for ſome 


of thoſe that ſpilt it. And. ſo little was his 
injured love to the ungrateful world diſcouraged 


or impaired by the ſavage entertainment he 


met with in it, that, after he had ſuffered 
from wretched men (for whoſe ſakes he leſt 
heaven to become capable of ſuffering) ſuch 
barbarous indignities, as might haye made 
bate puniſhments appear mercy, and even 


cruelty itſelf ſeem no more than juſtice ; when, 
I ſay, to hope for ſo much as bis pardon were 


preſumption, - he was pleaſed to create con- 
fidence of no leſs than his love, a virtue. 


Nor think it, Lindamor, impertinent to our 


preſent theme, that I inſiſt ſo much on what 
Chriſt has done and ſuffered for us, ſince 


both he himſelf informs us, that He and his 
Father are one; and ſome of the texts 
already mentioned have taught us, that it 
was an effect of God's love alſo to the 
world, that He gave bis only | begotten ſon 
te redeem it:; and that God commendeth his 


love towards us in that while we were yet ſin- 


* 


ners Chriſt died for us .  Wheiefore I ſhall. 


with- 
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without ſcruple proceed to obſerve to you, that 
to. free is Chriſt's dilection, that the grand 
condition of our felicity is our belief, that he 
is diſpoſed to make us happy, on terms not 
only ſo honourable to him, but ſo advantagi- 
ous to us, that, I was about to ſay, that poſſi- 
bly faith itfelf would ſcarce be exacted as re- 
quiſite to our happineſs, but that the condition 
does encreaſe the benefit, by vouchafing us 
bold and early anticipations of it: for, Faith 
being (as the apoſtle terms it) the fubſlance of 
things hoped for, and evidence (or conviction) 
F things not ſeen , wafts our joys to this fide 

of the grave, bows heaven down to us, till our 
freed ſpirits gan ſoar up to heaven ; and does us 


fuch a re, as the Jewiſh ſpies did to their 


country- men, by bringing them over to this 
fide Jordan into the wilderneſs *, ſome of 
the pleaſant- and delicious fruits of th bleſſed. 
land of promiſe. +I ſaid, Lindamor, that faith 
vas the grand condition required in God's free 
- grant of eternal life. Not that I would aſcribe 
any thing to a lazy, ſpeculative, and barren 
e oppoſition to that lively and active one, 
i | e 3 | Which 
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which . is ; called by the apoſtle, , ior; 3; „. 
Inpyoulm, faith operating by love? ; ſince I am 
imſormed by St. James, that the divorce of 
faith and works is as deſtructive to religion, as 
that of ſoul and body is to life * : but that I was 
willing to mind you, . that though true faith 
(which cries like Rachel, give me children or 
elle I die.) be ever the pregnant mother of good 
works, yet are not thoſe works the cauſe, but 
- the effets and ſigns of God's firſt love to men, 
on however afterward. the children may nurſe their 
parents.) As, though the needle's pointing 
at the poles be, by being an effect, an argu-. 
ment of iis having been invigorated by the 
- Joadſtone, or received influence from ſome 
other magnetic body; yet is t bat reſpect 8 
unto the north the cauſe, but the operation of 


1 . iron — by eum * 


Pfalmiſt code Maker. d, The ee of his 


goodneſs is that which makes it ours; nor 


doth he do us good, becauſe that we are good, 
but becauſe, he is liberally ſo; as the ſun ſhines 
on is, not out 4 any. invitation bis 

| 8 beams 


S N nn 


Gal v, 6. * ſam, ii. 26. . i. 


' 7 

SERAPHIC LOVE. 79 
deams find there, but becauſe it is his nature to 
de diffuſive of his light. Vet with this de- 
a ference, that whereas the ſun's bounty, by being 
rather an advantage to us than a favour, de- 
ſerves our joy, and not our thanks, becauſe his 
viſits are made deſignleſsly, and without any 
particular intention of addreſs, (by ſuch a bare 
neceſſity of nature, as that which makes ſprings 
flow out into ſtreams, when their beds are too 
narrow to contain the renewed water that doth 
inceſſantly ſwell the exuberant ſources ;) God, 

on the contrary, for being neceſſarily kind, is 
not leſs freely or obligingly ſo, to you or me; 
| "for, though ſome kind of communicativeneſs 
de eſſential to his goodneſs, yet his extenſion 
of it without himſelf, and his vouchſafiug it to 
this or that particular perſon, are purely arbi- 
trary. To omit his love tothe numberleſs elect 
"angels; © the ſtrict relations betwixt the perſons 
of the bleſſed Trinity, ſupplying God with inter- 
nal objects, which imployed his æindneſs before 
the creation, and himſelf being able to allo 
his goodneſs che extent of infinity ſor its diffuſion. 
But (having glanced at this only by che bye) we 
may yet further admiringly obſerve, that where- 
as men uſually give freelieſt where they have 
not _ before, and make it bath the motive 
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and excuſe of their deſiſtance from giving 
any more, that they have given already; 
God's bounty hath a very different method; 
for he uſes to give, becauſe he hath given, and 
that he may give. Conſonantly to which, 
when the revolting Iſraelites had broken the 
contents, whilſt Moſes was bringing them the 
tables of the law, and had thereby provoked - 
the incenſed giver of it to the thoughts of a. 
ſudden extirpation of ſo ingrateful and rebelli- 
_ ous a people; we may obſerve, that, where- 
as God, as unwilling to remember his former 
_ goodneſs. to them, ſpeaking to Moſes, calls 
them, Thy people which thou broughteſt out of 
the land of Agypt* : Moſes, on the other fide, 
to engage God to the new mercy of a pardon, 


3 repreſents to God his former mercy to them, 


and calls them God's people, which He brought 
forth out -of "the land of Egypt, with great pow- 
er, and with a mighty hand *. . And ſo conſpi- 
cuous in the eternal ſon was this property of 
the merciful father, that when fick Lazarus's 
_ ſiſters implored his reſcue for their exſpiring bro- 
Þ Oats the motive e and uh proſ- 
ava 
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. pered their addreſſes, was, Lord, behold, (not, 
he who loveth thee, but) he whom thou loveſt, 
is fick*, And as he takes the firſt inducements 
of his bounty from himſelf, ſo do his former 
_ favours both invite and give rates to his ſuc- 
ceeding bleſſings. And there is reaſon for it: 
for his pure love being all the merit, by which 
man can pretend to the effects of his bounty; 
it is but juſt, that the degree of his love ſhou'd 
proportion thoſe fayours, which it is our only 
title to; and that God's liberality ſhould as well 
| afford meaſures as motives to itſelf. , ; 


'  Sxcr, XIV. Nor is God's love leſs diſin- 
tereſted than free. His grand deſign upon us is 
| but to make us inſtruments and partakers of his 
glory, and to bring us to everlaſting happineſs, 
dy a way that does as well elevate and digni- 
fy our nature, as the condition reſerved for 
us will. His method of ſaving us, if but com- 
plied with, does here, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, 
Fit us for the inheritance of the ſaints in light ©; 
we being made (as St. Peter ſpeaks) aride 
e the divine nature, having eſcaped the corrup- 
rion that is in the world through luſt s. So that 
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| thoſe things, wherein the nobleſt of the philo- 
ſophers placed their felicity, ſerve but to qua- 
_  Jify and prepare Chriſtians for that higher bleſ- - 
ſedneſs that is reſerved by God for thoſe that 
love him; and cannot but be heightened and 
endeared by the value, which graces and vir- 
tues had given men on earth, for ſuch a noble 
and rational kind of happineſs, as is appor- 
tioned to them in heaven. What ends can he 
have upon us, whoſe goodneſs and his bleſſed- 
neſs are both infinite? He was inconceivably 
happy (in his own ſelf-ſufficiency) before the 
Creatures had a being; and ſure that felicity 
that needed not themſelves to be ſupreme, 
needs nothing that they can do b. Nor was it his 
indigence that forced him to make the world, 
2 thereby to make new acquiſitions, but his 
g scodneſs that preſſed him to manifeſt, and to 
impart his glory, and the goods which he ſo over- 
flowingly abounds with. Witneſs his ſuſpen- 
| | ion of the world's creation, which certainl 
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of want, and the creatures of ſupplying it. 
St. Paul in his epiſtle to Timothy, ſtiles God 
Maxa pie. which we tranſlate, the bleſſed God, 
but may perhaps more properly be rendered, 
the happy God *: and elſewhere in the fame 
epiſtles he truly wal bim the happy, as well 
as only potentate. God (ſays the apoſtle) 
that made the 41d, and all things therein, 
 feeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth. 
ditvelleth not, &c. as though he needed any thi 1g 
ſeeing that be giveth to all life, and breath, and 
all things, And, Iu him, we live, and move. 
and have our being'.. And indeed ſo cohe- 
rent in the mind of a meer man, that does but 
conſider and underſtand the import of his own 
notions, is the belief of God's happineſs to that 


of his being; that I remember the Epicurean, 


Lucretius himſelf, even in that impious paſſage, 
where he denies divine providence; and in a 
ſeeming, but injurious compliment, would, 


under the pretence of eaſing God of it, de- 
prive him of the government of the world; 


does Tr confeſs, that the divine nature muſt 
"IO e £05556 ee 
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neceſſarily enjoy a ſupreme and endleſs tranqui- 
lity ; adding, (to bring this to- our . ak 
pole) that it is 


3 * omni, privdta gurl, 
Ihe ſuis pollens dau, #ibil 80 300805 


| Wheredy he acknowledges, h 


4 That from all mnt and dangers of hem | 
5 b freed, 8 
EKich in itſelf, it has of us: no need. 


Or, if you wil have him ſpeak of the 85d 
in che plural, like a heathen Ds. that I 

OM Far above griefs ard dangers thoſe blen 
powers, 


565 | Rich in their native goods, need none of | 


A much nobler poet 3 us, That 6 5 


| earth is the Lord's, and the fulneſi thereof, the 
world, and they that divell therein n. Agree- 
ty whereunto, that great God chat formed all 

langs, 
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things n, (as in our tranſlation. the ſcripture calls 
him) ſays in one of the Pſalms, HI were 
hungry, I would not tell. thee, for the world 
is mine, .and the fulneſs thereof *, His ubi- 
quity excludes all wiſhes of remove, by mak- 
ing his eſſence incapable of excluſion; for, 
whither ſhould he deſire to tranſport himſelf 
that is every where, and can wiſh himſelfin no 
place where he is not already ? His ſufficiency is 
ſuch, that he can ſee no goods, but what he 
gives or hath, (or rather both beſtows and poſ- 
ſeſles) his plgaty being ſo unexhauſted a ſpring 
of goods, his liberality does leſs impoveriſh 
God, than the ſun's light does him, or im- 
parted - knowledge impairs the teacher's ſtock, 
And therefore, though St, James does very juſtly 


_*.. _ ell God, The father of lights v, whois the 


deſtower of every good and every perlect gift; 
yet the Friend of God, (as the ſcripture calls 
Abraham) and that royal prieſt, (whom the 
writer to the Hebrews teaches us to have been 
- To illuſtrious a type of him a, whom he calls, 


Dae high prieſt of our Profeſſion ) do both of 


them in the ſame chapter ſtile him, The poſeſor 
0 Jo : | 2 1 e WE a” 
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of hedven and earth . No, no, God needs 
not beg from, nor covet in, the creatures ſlial- 


low ſtreams, thoſe goods, of which he not 
only hath, but is the fcource. Our greateſt 
ſervices to our Creator muſt be to diſcharge 


ourſelves, not to advantage him, nor as think- 
ing to add any thing to a felicity which were 
not infinite, could it admit increafe. Our 
higheſt performances, though they be dues, 
amount not unto tributes, but are rather like 
thoſe pepper-corns of rent which free-holders 
pay, not with hope or with inzeg to enrich 
their landlord, but to acknowledge, that they 
hold all from him, When we admire the 
fan, our ſeeing of his light doth not encreaſe 
ir, it makes it not greater, but only makes it” 
ours; and when we turn away, or ſhut our 
eyes, that glorious planet ſuffers no eclipſe, and 


is not at all darkened or impaired, nor doth he 


thereby loſe his light, but we: The eaſineſs 


of 8 the application requires, and excuſes its Ke 


omiſſion. I thou finneft, ( ſays Elihu in Job) 


. what deft thou againſt bim; if thou be righte- 


eus, what giveſt thou ns ? or what receiveth 
| be 
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be of thine hand ? | thy wickedneſs may hurt s 
man as thou art, and thy righteouſneſs may profit 
the ſan of man*.. In effect, the wicked's ſpite 
- againſt God is but like a mad-man's running 
his head againſt the wall, that leaves the wall 
unſhaken, but daſhes his own brains out, God 
inhabits a felicity (as well as light) inacceſſible” 

to all inferior attempts: his ſoyereign tranqui- 
lity is ſo ſublimely placed, that it is above the 
reach of all diſquieting impreſſions; and, like 
the ftars, that feel not the diſeaſes their inaui- 
picious iofluence produces, he doth not reſent 
the torments he infliẽts. God's juſtice is not 
leſs eſſential to him than his mercy ; witneſs 
that (the numbers of the ſaints and the repro- 
- bate conſider d) thouſands fall ſacrifices :to the 
ſeverer attribute, for one that proves capable of 
the milder. He faid, He would get himſelf bo- 
- our upon Pharaoh and all bis hoſt, when he 
deſigned their ruin in the Red Sea v: And Moſes 
ſaid, He hath triumphed gloriouſly in affecting 
it . And in Ezekiel he ſays, Behold, I am 
Againſt thee, O Sidon, and I will be glorified 
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in the midſt of thee, and they ſball know that I 
am the Lord, when I Hall have executed my 
_ Tudgments in her, and Hall be ſandiified in her v. 
Thus when a flaſh of God's indignation (kind- 
led by that range fire they prefumed to offer 
before him) bad blaſted the two preſumptuous 
ſons of Aaron, God i 1s ſaid zo baus been ſancti- 
ed in them that come nigh him, and to have 
been glorified: before all the people ® 3 ſuch 
eminent and exemplary inſtances of ſeve- 
_ rity, manifeſting: him to be ſo holy in his laws, 
and ſo concerned for, them, that even. the mi- 
1 niſters of his altars ſhall not violate them 
with impunity, , but find him (what the wri- 
ter to the Hebrews calls him) A conſuming 
fire; who will be glorified before all his pe- 
ple, either by the obedience of thoſe. that ap- 
proach him, or by their deſtruction. S0 to 
evidence, that God can derive ſatisſaction as 
- well from the exerciſe of provoked: juſtice, as 
from that of his provoked. merey, the ſacred 
_ orator uſes FN rg way nl fs Aud | 
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over you to do you good, and multiply you ; fo will 
the Lord rejoyce over you to deſtroy you, and 
bring you to nought v. Thus, though it de 
truly ſaid of God by the prophet Jeremiah, 
that he doth not aflict willingly, nor grieve the 
children of men, (and therefore the determin- 
ed conſumption of the whole land, which our 
bibles engliſh, God's work, his firange work -, 
other tranſlators read, Opus alienum ſuum) yet 
when the ſins of incorrigible offenders are 
grown to that provoking heighth, that his 
mercy intercedes no more to avert or ſuſpend 
the inflictions of his juſtice ; then how much 
he can ſatisfy himſelf in deſtroying theſe that 
wou'd not be preſerved, may be gueſſed at by 
that formidable expreſſion in Ezekiel; where, 
having foretold what havock the ſword, the 
famine, and the peſtilence ſhould make amongſt - 
the intractable and diſperſed Iſraelites, he adds, 
(as a kind of Exruirien) Thus ſhall mine anger 
be accompliſhed, and I will cauſe my fury to reft | 
upon them, and I will be comforted**. The 
howlings of the damned as well found forth 
his poco as do the GE of the ſaints; 
— they 
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they both do ſing to him an everlaſting canti- 


cle of praiſe; only, in this great conſort of his 


whole intelligent creation, the deſignleſſy con- 


ſpiring voices are as differing as the conditions 
of the reſpectiye ſingers. Hell's darkneſs doth 


as well contribute to God's glory, as heaven's 


Eternal ſplendor -: : 28 ſhadows, judiciouſly 
placed, do no leſs praiſe the painter, than. do 
the livelicr and brighter colours. And as when 
the earth doth ſend black, noiſome, and ſul- 
phureous exhalations up toward the ſky, alas, 
they reach not heaven, nor diſcompoſe the 


ſpheres ; but all the, ſtorms and thunders they 


produce fall on that globe they came from, 


| And there'do all their miſchief: ſo, the wicked 
may wrong God indeed, yet do they really 
7 harm but themſelves by all their greateſt ſins, 


Which trouble him chieſſy, but becauſe they 
neceſſitate him to puniſh them: for che tranſ- 
greſſions that do moſt provoke God, do him 


not the leaſt harm. An impious perſon may 


(as Elihu lately inſormed us) hurt a man, as 


himſelf i is, not that ſupremely bleſſed deity ; 


the reſult of whoſe infinite perfections is a re- 
ſembling happineſs, which is as inſeparable 
from him as his eſſence. Our offences may 


_ 


'SrRAPnic LOVE. 91 


his eſſential felicity; or rather, the moſt deſ- 


perate ſinners, by their greateſt crimes, can but 
change the attribute they ſhould bring honour 
to, and but oppoſe the glorifying of his good- 
neſs to occaſion the glorifying of his juſtice ; 
- ince he will be infallibly glorified, ſoon or 
late, either by mens actions, or their ſufferings ; 
by their practice of duties, or puniſhment for 
ſin. Thus you fee how little God is behold- 


ing to you for your declining hell : nor will 


the ſcore be very much encreaſed by your ad- 
dteſſes and attempts for heaven. Can 4 man 
(fays Eliphaz) be profitable unto God, as be 
that is wiſe may be profitable, unto himſelf? ts 


it any pleaſure to the Almighty that thou art ; 


| apy or is it gain unto him that thou 
mai thy ways perfer? *? © Congruoufly to 
which ſenſe the Pſalmiſt ſays, AY goodneſs ex- 
tendeth not tothee®: the fire that we kindle on 
God's altars heats and enlightens us, but warms 

not heaven at ſo diſtant a remove, nor is want- 
ed in the ſun's refidence. We have all the 
redolence of the perfumes and incenſe we burn 


upon his altars, the ſmoak doth vaniſh ter it 
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can reach the ſky, and whilſt it is undiſperſed, 
but clouds, and but obſcures it. Alas, our 
beſt performances are as uſeleſs ſervices to God, 
as the heir's bringing wax to his departing fa- 
ther, is to him, which adds not any thing to 
the rich man's ſtore, and is by him deſired and 
accepted, only to ſeal away a fortune to his 
ſon. Though therefore it be true, that God 
is pleaſed with our performances, yet is that 
welcome he vouchſafes to give them, ſo far 
from enabling us by them to requite his love, 
chat it encreaſes the unrequitedneſs of it ; ſince 
he is delighted with them as they afford him 
Juſt riſes to reward them. How far from mer- 
cenary then is God's bounty ! ſince he accepts 
our acknowledgments of his former bleſſings, | 
| (chiefly) to make them opportunities of con- 
ferring freſh ones; as good old Iſaac deſired his 
ſon's veniſon, that from the reliſhing of that 
fayoury meat he i take an opportunity 
* bleſs him ö. 8 14 1 6 l t 57 
And he better to f 5 Acterellel [E 
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little they are requitable; for we can give him 


nothing but his own, (nor, heaven knows, 


all that neither;) and both the will and power 


to ſerve him are his, upon ſo juſt and many 


ſcores, that we are unable to retribute, unleſs 


we do reſtore; and all the duties we can pay 


our maker, are leſs properly requitals than 
reſtitutions. When David and his officers had 
offered towards the ſtructure of that magnifi- 


cent temple, which they ſeemed ambitious to 


make a manſion inferior to heaven only; the 
king himſelf gave three thouſand talents of 
gold, and ſeven of refined ſilver; and the 


heads of the people five thouſand talents (be- 


fides ten thouſand drachms) of gold, ten thou- 
ſand talents of ſilver, eighteen thouſand of 
' braſs, and a hundred thouſand of iron, (a trea- 6 
ſore, of which I ſcarce remember to have read 
the like in any hiſtory) beſides a number of 
all manner of precious ſtones, capable of im- 
poveriſhing the very Indies. They perfumed 


this noble and unequaledoffering with a ſolemn 


| Confeſſion, which perhaps in God's eſteem was 
much more precious than it: Thine, O Lord, 


_ (fays the royal prophet in the name of all) 


is eee, and ROY and the glory, 
| | and 
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and the victory, and the majeſty ; for all that 
it in heaven and in earth is thine, Thine is 
the kingdom, O Lird, and thou. art exalted as 
head above all, Both riches and honour come of 
thee, and thou reigneſt over all. And in thine 
band is power and might,. and in thine hand it 
ii to. make great, and to give frrength unto all, 
Now, therefore, our God, tue thank thee, and 
| praiſe thy glorious name. But who am 1, and 
what is my people, that we ſhould be able to of- 
| fer fo willingly after this fort ? for all things 
come of thee, and of thine own have we given 
' thee, For we are flrangers before thee, and ſo- 
Journers, as were all our fathers. Our days 
on earth are as a ſhadow, and there is none 
abiding. O Lord our Gad, all. this flore that 
tos have prepared 6% "build thee an houſe for thy 
oy _— cometh of thy band, and is all thy 
Mo (fays the apoſtle, in a queſtion 

tat import its own negative) hath firſt given 


Ta bim, and it. all be recompenced to hin again? 


for of him, and through bim, and to him, are 
all things k. Nay, even our love itſelf (that poor 
man's ſurety and exchequer, that doth pay all 

e reg yy we ng *c- Jo 
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his debts by ſupplying him with the prerogative 
to coin his deſires and wiſhes of an arbitrary 
value) is here unable to diſcharge our debts: 
our love being too much the effect, to be ca- 
pable of being the recompence of God's. And 
ſurely the divine amoriſts had cauſe to. ſays. 


that herein is ns. not that we loved God, but © 


that he loved us. And, as the ſame apoſtle 
elſewhere ſpeaks, we love him, becauſe he firſt 
loved us n. If, in effect, we look upon the 
unworthy conteſt, betwixt God's mercies, and 
moſt mens ingratitude, and but reflect upon 

the ſmall return of love that the greateſt diſ- 

burſements of his do uſually bring bome; we. 
cannot but acknowledge, (as David in the 
lately mentioned ſcripture did) that our loving 
God for his favours, is one of the greateſt 

fayours that we love him for. So unrequit- 

able is God's love, and ſo inſolvent are we, 
that that love vaſtly improves the benefit, by 
which alone we might have pretended to ſome 
ability of retribution. And ſo unlimited is this 
impotence of ours to recompence or repay: 
God's dilection, that it extends to, and fetters. 
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our very wiſhes. For God enjoys an affluence 
of felicity, ſo perfect and entire, that even 
our wiſhes can aim at nothing for him worthy of 
him, unleſs inſtructed by what he already actu- 
] ally poſſeſſes, and the ſenſe of this ſame very im- 
potence, to ſome of the greateſt proficients in 
-ſeraphic love, appears not the leaſt uneaſy pro- 
perty of it. It grie ves us ſenſibly, to ſee our 
{elves reduced to be only paſſive, and the te- 
ceivers in this commerce. We would fain 
contribute ſomething, and cannot always re- 
frain from devoting our wiſhes to increaſe his 
happineſs, ' to whom we! owe all ours. And 
ſome holy perſons (particularly St. Auſtin) 
| have by the exuberance of their gratitude and 
devotion, been tranſported to make wiſhes, 
and uſe expreſſions, - wherein their affeCtions 
had a greater ſhare than their reaſon, and 
wich argued them much better to apprehend, 
how much God deſerved of them, than how 


\, little he needed them. But, upon ſecond 


thoughts, we ſhall find, that the cauſe of our 
grief ought to turn it into our joy, ſince the 
defires we would frame, aiming at God's being 


 Ibfinitely happy, are all fulfilled before they 
are ee ani . in the moſt advanta- 
wy ' gious 
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gious and nobleſt way: for, could God's hap- 
pineſs admit acceſſion by our accompliſhed 
wiſhes, there were then a poſlibility of his 
wanting ſomething to render it compleat. And 
ſure it is a more ſupreme felicity to be by 
nature tranſcendently above all increaſe of 
bleſſedneſs, than to receive the gone that 
men can wiſh. 


; Ster. XV. To proceed now to the con- 


ſtancy of God's love: we cannot entertain of 
God any apprehenſions, not altogether un- 
worthy of him, and criminally injurious: to 


him, without believing, that to think that he 


can be inconſtant, is as a great crime as it 
were a miſery to find him ſo. His love is like 


his eſſence, immutably eternal, reaching from 
everlaſting to everlaſting, it preceded the nati- 
vity of time, and will ſurvive its utmoſt 
period and obſequies. Having loved bis own 

which. were in the world, he loved them unto 
the end, ſays the Evangeliſt “: And when 

St. James had told us, That every good. an-! 


every perſect gift is from above, and cometh 
ON | . down 
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down from the father of lights *, he adds, 
(to complete our conſolation) with whom is 
no variableneſs, neither ſhadow of turning. Of 


Bis oꝛon will begat he us of the word of truth v. 
And, in effect, ſince God takes the motives 


of his love to us, from himſelf, not from us, 
the unchangeableneſs of his nature ſeems 
ſtrongly to infer that of his charity, and our 
happineſs in it. For, I am the Lord, I change 
not; therefore, ye ſons of Jacob are not conſumed, 
ſays God by the laſt of his prophets? : And 
in Jeremiah he tells his people, I have loved 
them with an everlaſiing love. And what 


Sad once ſaid to the generous Joſuah, 7 will 
never leave thee, nor forſake thee , is, by the 


writer to the Hebrews, applied to believers 
in general; for the gifts and calling of God(fays 


the ſame author elſewhere) are without re- 


pentance . Nor do thoſe croſſes that ſeem due 


do bis anger deſtroy the immutability of his 


love, fince even that anger is an effect of it, 
proceeding from a fatherly impatience of ſee. 


ing a ſpot unwiped off in the face he loves 


too well to ſee a blemiſh in i it 3 and from his 
f deſire 
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deſire to ſee his child an object ſit for a larger 
meaſure of his kindneſs: as when we beat the 
duſt out of a ſuit we fancy, we ſtrike not 
out of anger, but only to remove that which 
- doth ſully it, and hinder us to take that de- 


light in it, which our fondneſs would be pleaſed 
with a juſt cauſe to find. As many as I live, 
I rebuke and chaſten, (ſays our Saviour.) And, 
I know, O Lord, (ſays the Pfalmiſt) that thy 
judgments are right, and that thou in fuithful- 
neſs haſt affiitied me:. The furnace of afflicti- 
on being meant but to refine us from our 
_ earthly droſſineſs, ard ſoften us for the im- 
preſſion of God's own ſtamp and i image. 


The great as merciful archite&t of his 
church, (whom not only the philoſophers have 
ſtyled, but the ſcripture itſelf calls rp:r9c, an 
artiſt or artificer *) employs not on us the ham- 
mer and the chiſſel, with an intent to wound or 
mangle us, but only to ſquare and faſhion our 
hard and ſtubborn hearts into ſuch /iving flones v, 
as may both grace and ſtrengthen. his inane 

ſtructure. Nox i is God only thus conſtant to 
| | F 2 | his 
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15 83 t to bis lovelineſs. Our 8. 
beauties are uſually as fickle in their ſaces as 
their minds, and mote certainly in the former ; 
| becauſe, though caſualties ſhould ſpare them, 
age brings in a neceſſity of a change, nay, a a 
decay; leaving our doters upon red and white ; 
inceſſantly perplexed, by the incertainty both 
of the continuance of their miſtreſs's kindneſs, 
and of the laſting of her beauty, (both which 
are neceſſary to the amoriſt*s joys and quiet :)_ 
for, ſometimes, when the miſtreſs's humour 
doth not change ſo much, as to prove guilty _ 
of the fault of inconſtancy, her face alters 
enough to make her lovers wiſh inconſtancy no 
fault; or, that ſhe had committed it, that her 
' fickleneſs might afford them the excuſe of 
' Imitation or revenge. But, in devotion, we 
are equally ſecure from both theſe dangers. 
Since God doth not defiſt from bleſſing us with 
| his love, nor ceaſes ever from deſerving the 
height of ours. Nor is he only conſtant in mak- 
ing us the objects of his love, but alſo in bend- 
ing and inclining us to make him the object 
of our ſtrongeſt affections; ſo that he not only 
- perſiſts in continuing to us both the offer and 
value of his love, but perſeveres to give us 
8 . CS 
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a receptive diſpoſition to welcome it to us, and 
reflect it up to him. The want of ſoch a di- 
poſition loſt Adam paradiſe, and the fallen angels 
heaven; there being to the object that muſt 
ſecure our love ſuch a nature requiſite in refe- 
rence to our affections, as philoſophers are 
pleaſed to aſcribe to the world's centre in 
relation to heavy bodies, which, they teach 
us, that magnetic point has the de uble a- 
eulty, not only to draw thither, but to keep 
there. For ſo unto ward and croſs-grained are 
we, in point of our own good, and fo unfit 
to procure, and ready to deſert, our own fe- 
licity, that neither its excellency is a ſufficicient 
motive to carty our addreſſes to it, nor its 
poſſeſſion a competent tie to intercept in us 
all deſigns, revolts, and divorces ; but we 
muſt: be uſed as peeviſh children are, who, (on 
the one ſide) when their mouths are out af 
taſte, and they refuſe: to take what is neceſſary 
for them, mult have it not only offered them, 
but forced. upon them, and be (as it were) 
- made. to receive it; and who (on the other 
fide) muſt be reſtrained from gadding, when the 
beauty of the manſions they lire in, cannot 
invite their ſtay; but they would gladly leave 
the proudeſt palaces architecture can boaſt, to 

1 run 
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run into the ſtreet, and dabble in the kennel. 
All theſe three properties of divine conſtancy 
are not ill ſhadowed in the operations of the 
Joad-ſtone, (a mineral, in which I have made 
too many experiments, not to be by you al- 
lowed to make ſome compariſons to it.) For, 
firſt, it never forſakes its inclinations for the 
ſteel: next, being united to it, it retains ſo 
conſtantly its attractive qualities, that it gives 
not the needle any motive of deſerting it; and, 
thirdly, it doth never rightly touch the amo- 
rous ſteel, without leaving an impreſſion, 
which ever after diſpoſes it to a converſion 
io that magnetic poſture, which beſt fits it 
to receive freſh influences. To which, let 
me add this other reſemblance, betwixt God's 
' work on us, and the load- ſtone's on the iron, 
that the kind ſtone attracts a needle to it, not 
to advantage itſelf by that union, but to im- 
part its virtue to what it draws. Beſides, ab- 
ſence and rivals, thoſe frequent ruiners of other 
lovers happineſs, can threaten nothing of for- 
midable to yours. For, abſence (which ſo di- 
vorces us from that which animates us, that 
lovers do not ſo improperly ſtile it death, if 
death be but the ſeparation of ſoul and body) 
N 0 32 „ BN by 
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dy God's ubiquity we are ſecured from; he is 
ever preſent with us, or rather in us. You 
that not long ſince ſo highly valued the op- 
portunities of converſing with your miſtreſs 
for ſome few moments, ſhall here find * 
priviledges Improved to a permiſſion, nay, 
invitation, of entertaining the object of — 
love at all times, no hour renders your viſiis 
unſeaſonable, nor no length tedious: he is ra- 
ther welcomeſt to Ged that comes to him of- 
teneſt, and ſtays with him longeſt, What 
favours were youchſafed to that ancient Pro- 
pheteſs, (who was likewiſe one of the firſt 
| Evangeliſts) who for many years departed not 
Jram the temple, but ſerved God with faſlings 
and prayers, night and day*, the beginning of 
St. Luke's goſpel may inform you. The mid- 
night hymns of Paul and Silas, did not only 
not diſturb or offend him they praiſed, but 
- - procured the viſit of an angel to bring them 
miraculous and unexpected liberty, as a proof 
of the acceptableneſs of their ſeemingly unſea- 
ſonable devotions. When Enoch had walked 
. deb 1 a many years as the year has days, 
ira "F< * 
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God was ſo far from being i importuned or 
tired by that laſting aſſiduity, that vouchſafing 
him an unexampled exemption from: death, 
he was pleaſed, by a new and a nearer, cut 
to heaven, to admit him to a yet cloſer, 
more immediate, and more undiſtracted com- 
munion with himſelf. And when Moſes had 
ſpent no leſs than forty days and forty nights* 
in converſing (if I may uſe ſo familiar a term) 
with God in the mount, he brought down 
thence, inſtead of a periance for his importu- 
nity, ſo ſignal and radiant a teſtimony of God's 
peculiar favour, that his dazzled country- men 
were as much diſabled, as invited, to gaze on 


1 object of ſo much wonder. And then, 


how proud do we fee many lovers of their 


| ſufferings, . when ſhe but knows of them for 


Vu bom they are endured ?\ but in ſeraphic love 
thete is not the leaſt good wiſh, or privateſt 

ſuffering, nay, not a whiſpering figh, or cloſer 
thought, that ſilently groans or aſpires in the 
amorcus ſoul, but he both ſees and hears, 
—"_ puts his ſervants Tears into bis bottle Þ, | 
n and ane the greateſt mis- 
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fortunes that his love occaſions, with ſuch ſup- 
port and joys, as hinder us to feel them, and 


| . -make them deſerve a contrary name. Each 


amorous ſoul may ſay to God with David, 

Thou knoweft-my down-ſitting, and my up-riſing, 

thou under ſtandeſt my thoughts afar , thou 

-compaſſeſt my paths, and my lying down, and 
art acquainted with all my ways*, And 
Chriſt alſo himſelf has ſo attentive an eye 
upon the amorous ſoul, that he is held forth 
in the Apocalypſe, as telling the ruler of the 
church of Smyrna, I know thy works, and 
tribulation, and poverty l. And ſaying to the 
angel of the church of Pergamos, I neu t 
works, and where thou duelle/t, even where Sa- 
tan's. ſeat is, and thou holdeſt faſt my name, 
and haſt not denied my faith, even in thoſe days + 
_ wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, why 
_ was ſlain among you, where Satan awelleth e. 
So that no endearing circumſtance of our love 
eſcapes unobſerved by him, who has done and 
ſuffered ſo much to engage us to it. God re- 
members not our endcavours to ſerve him the 
| hs for our having forgotten them. N hen 
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faw. we 1 hee any way diſtreſſed, and relieved 
'thee , will be the queſtion of thoſe to whom 
heaven itſelf will be at the laſt day awarded, 


as haying miniſtred to their redeemer. Thoſe, 


that in degenerate times, ſuch as ours, Lin- 
- damor, did like Lot in Sodom, mourn for their 

ſins, that mourned not for their own, and con- 
duoled among themſelves the ſpreading wicked- 
neſs of the times they lived in; though probably 


.. [the dangers threatned them by the very finful- 


neſs they deplored, made them affect ſuch priva- 


cies in their conferences, as freed them from the 


' - thoughts of being aer dee yet the ſcripture 


informs us, (and it is a comfortable as well as 


memorable paſſage) that the Lord hearkned and 
heard it, and a book of remembrance was writ- 
ten before him, for them that feared the Lord, 
and that thought upon his name; then ſhall be 
return, and diſcern betwixt the righteous and 
the wicked, between himthat ſerveth God, and 
Him that ſerveth him not s. TI know, fays Chriſt, 
(not only to the angel of Smyrna, but to each 
true ſufferer for him) thy works, and tribula- 
_ and * __ none of theſe things 
| : that 
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that thou ſhalt ſuffer. Be thou faithful unto 
death, and I will give thee a crown of life b. 

_  Gad is often pleaſed. to accept of thoſe good 
thoughts and intentions of his ſervants, which 
never arrive at actual performances. Though 
David built not the temple he deſigned, yet his 
ſon, that did it, informs us, that God faid 
unto him, foraſmuch as it was in thine heart 

to build an houſe for my name, thou didſt well, 

ia that it was in thine heart, &c*, And it is 
the epithet our Saviour gives God, your father 
which ſeeth in ſecret, &c*, Nor need we fear 
our rivals ſhould ſupplant us, fince we can 
have none in devotion, whoſe prayer and en- 
deavour it is not, that God would love us 
more. For his love to you being (as the 
chiefeſt merit) the ſtrongeſt motive and title 
| unto theirs, they cannot but wiſh him well 
whom God doth loveſo ; and cannot wiſh him 
better, than by imploring for him freſh ad- 

_ ditions, both of that love of God, and grate- 
ful diſpoſitions to return it. Our Saviour aſ- 
ſures us, that there is joy in the preſence of the _ 
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angels of God over one finner that rebentith . ? 

And the fole hymn (except a viſionary one) 1 
find recorded of the celeſtial quire, was ſung 
for a bleſſing to mankind n, wherein (for ought 
I know) their love and ſympathy alone con- 
.cerned them: For unto us (men) the child is 
torn, and unto us the ſon is given n. Who 
root not upon him the nature of angels, but the 
feed of Abraham. 80 noble and ſo diſin- 
tereſted doth divine love make ours, that 
there is nothing, beſides the object of that we 
love more than our concurrents in it, per- 
chance out of a gratitude to their aſſiſting us, 
to pay a debt (of love and praiſe) for which 
(alas?) we find our "_ ſelves but too in- | 
folvent. 95 Hat $3 © 1 1 
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Cave. XVI. Perdaps I pond not IP you; 

| nden; that divers paſſages of the fore · going 

diſcourſe, ſuppoſe the truth of their doctrine, 

who aſeribe to God, in relation to every man, an 
eternal, unchangeable, and inconditicnate decree 
of election, or reprobation. Vet concerning 

who — betwixt the Calviniſts and the 

Remon- 
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Remonſtrante, about predeſtination, and the co- 
herent doctrines, it were improper to give you 
here my ſenſe. Thoſe that are truly pious of 
either party, are perhaps otherwiſe looked on 
- by God than by one. another, as contending; 
which of God's attributes ſhould be moſt re- 
ſpected; the one ſeeming to affirm irreſpective 
decrees, to magnify his goodneſs ; and the 
other to deny them but to ſecure the credit of 
his juſtice. And even' in honouring the ſame 
attribute, his goodneſs, theſe adverſaries ſeem 
rivals, the one party ſuppoſing it beſt celebrated 
by believing it ſo irrefiſtable, - that to whom ſo- 
ever it is intended, he cannot but 'be happy ; 


and the other thinking it moſt extolled by be- 


ing believed fo univerſal, that it will make 
every man happy, if he pleaſes : the one party 
electing to honour free grace, by aſſigning it 
(as to men) an unlimitedly vaſt extent; as the 
other does, by aſcribing i it to an infallibly victo- 
rious decree. But though my haſte, and the 
nature of my theme, make me decline the con- 
troverſies about predeſtination; yet ſince the 
docttine that maintains it, is not only by al- 
moſt all the reſt of mankind, but by the reſt 
of the proteſtant churches themſelves, (the Lu- 
proba and divers learned divines of the 
| , ; . ork 
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church of England) not only rejected, but de- 
teſted as little leſs than blaſphemous, (as indeed 
they that judge it an error, cannot but be 
tempted to think it a dangerous one, and of 
very pernicious conſequence, ſo far forth as its 
ſequels are permitted to have influence on 
men's practice) I think it not amiſs to adver- 
tiſe you, that the doctrine of predeſtination is 
not necoſſary to juſtify the freeneſs and the 
greatneſs of God's love. For ſo conſpicuous 
and reſulgent a truth is that of God's being 
the author of man's felicity, that the diſpute 
betwixt the Calviniſts and Arminians is not 
ſo much concerning the thing, as concerning 
the manner of its being proffered; the for- 
mer affirming grace to be irreſiſtibly preſentod; 
the latter, though they deny it to be irreject - 
able, yet granting, not only that it is altoge- 
ther free and undeſerved, but alſo that the 
proffer i is made both with a power enabling . 
thoſe to whom it is rendered, to accept it, 


and with ſuch engaging invitations, that man 


at his firſt converſion need contribute nothing 
to his felicity, but the not-wilfully refuſing it, 
and may more properly be ſaid to owe it unto 
God, than the beggar to owe his alms to his 
reliever, though he Wr his hand to receive it, 
which 
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Which be might have declined to do, if he 
would have wilfully courted his own prejudice. 
Chriſt paid a ranſom to redeem us, it is true, 
and he is therefore called, Te Lord that 


bought us? : but it was God's free goodneſs, 


both to provide us that Chriſt, and to accent 
of that ranſom, neither of which he was 0+ 


bliged to do, and therefore the ſcripture aſcribes 


it not to the juſtice, but to the love of God 


to the world, that He ſent his only begotten 


_ fon to redeem it *: and St. Paul in the ſame 
text tells us both that Ve are juſtified, 3 op:a 


Ty, au lov viel, freely by his grace, and yet 
that it is, J Tis dT CAUTPWTEWS through the 
Redemption, (purchaſed for a ranſom ; the ori- 


ginal word engliſhed redemption, relating to 
the. price paid for the redeeming of captiyes) 


' that is in Feſus Chriſt . It is confeſſed on all 


hands, that merit muſt be diſclaimed, and 
thoſe that ſeem to expect ſomething from God 
as a due, acknowledge, that if his promiſe did 
not, their actions could not, make it ſo; and 
that it is to his mercy they owe the right they 
have to confide in his juſtice. St. Paul, who 
2 fought the 1255 Hebe, TION a Lg, 
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and hept the faith, expected a crown of righ- 
 -reeuſneſs from the Lord, under the weden br 
the righteous judge ; yet tells us, That by gr 

toe are feved, through faith, and that not 
curſelves, it is the gift of God* ; whoſe 
Promiſes, now they are made to us, allow us 
indeed to expect heaven from his juſtice 5 but 
"the making us thoſe great and precious promiſes," 

(as St. Peter juſtly ſtiles them) muſt be ac- 
Kknowledged the pure effect of bis free and un- 
| deſerved goodneſs; which to believe infinite, 
© we need but conſider the diſproportion betwixt 
ſuch a recompence as eternal glory, and the 
leaſt imperfect performances of ours; which 
though they needed not pardon, could not at 
leaſt challenge any reward from him, Who, as 
our creator, has ſuch a right to exact of us 
what ſervices he pleaſes, without propofirg us 
any recompence, that our exacteſt obedience to 
all his commands, would yet leave us to con- 
feſs ourſelves unprofitable ſervants, who have 
done but what it was our duty to dev; and 


what if we CER not done, we had g given. God, 
. 1 ho 
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who had the power, the right and provocation 
to puniſh us. And, indeed, ſo conſcious are 
men generally (if not naturally) to their being 
beholding to God for their felicity, that even 
thoſe that miſtake or oppoſe his way of doing 


them good, will yet be ſure to find out ſome 
notion or other, under which they may con- 


 ceive themſelves God's debtors for his bleſſings. 


That the more ſober ſort of Roman Catholics 
Ne themſelves, aſcribe not ſo much to merit, (pro- 


perly ſo called) nor ſo little to God's grace, as 

the more quatrelſome writers of their party 
have given the more eager diſputants of ours 
occaſion to reproach- them; were perhaps no 


** , difficult taſk to manifeſt, if my haſte would 


give me leave. That the Arminians own the 


freeneſs and unmeritedneſs of God's grace, the 


_ Remonſtrants confeſſion and apology are very 
careful to fatisfy the world *. And even the 

Soeinians, (how proſperoully I determine not) 

are not a little, or induſttiouſly, ſollicitous to 
free their erroneous doctrine of juſtification from 
the objected guilt of its tendency to draw the 
embracers of it to ſacrifice to their own nets;7 
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and thank themſelves for their felicity. Which 
brings i into my mind a paſſage that I lately read 
in one of the chief. modern upholders of that 
ſect, Schlichtingius; who is wont, in my opi- 
on, where his ſubject will bear it, to diſcourſe 
as fairly and as rationally as almoſt any writer 
that T have met with of his perſwaſion; and 
who labours to reconcile Socinus's doctrine 
with the freeneſs of God's grace, by conſide- 
rations, which, not to injure him, I ſhall pre- 
ſent you with in his own words: — Ad re- 
tundendam vero (ſays he, diſputing againſt the 
learned Meiſnerus) arrogantiam juſtißcatorum, 
e n dicant 1 meruiſſe gratiam, non ęſt neceſſe 
ifervum in homine arbitrium inducere ; non debet 
Virtus tolli ut tollatur arrogantia.  Sufficit, 1. 
Quod nec velle nec perficere poſſint, niſi Deus 
E voluntatem excitet, & wires augeat. 2. Dued 


ea, gue divints adjuti viribus Jaciunt, nullo 


modo dignitate & pretio divine gratiæ reſpon. 
deat, ſed infinito intervals ab ea abſint . Nays 
the modern and degenerate Jews be, upon the 
ſcore of being the great. patrons of man's free- 
| will not er eſteemed. the great oppugners = 
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of God's free grace; yet both from their fa- 
mous rabbi, and my learned acquaintance, 
Menaſſeh Ben Iſrael, and from divers others 
of their moſt eminent writers, has the truth 
ſometimes extorted confeſſions, which though 
made upon erroneous grounds, were not very 
far ſhort of orthodox. To which purpoſe I 
remember, that a Jewiſh profeſſor of Hebrew, 
(who aſſiſted me in my ſtudies of that myſte- 


rious tongue) being, as the reſt of his nation, 
an eager and preremptory champion of free- 


will, conceived, that even that liberty, which 
to us ſeems leaſt to indebt men to their crea- 


tor, did tranſcendently oblige him unto God. 


For, one day that we were privately and freely 
diſcourſing together of. matters of religion, he 
told me, that he thought men owed more to 


God's goodneſs, than the very angels do; 


for, ſaid he, whereas God, without any good 
work of theirs, but purely out of his good- 
neſs, conferred on them that- bleſſed condition 
they enjoy; by giving man a free-will, by the 
good uſe of which, he may glorify his maker, 
when, by abuſing it, it is in his power to diſ- 
honour him, he allows man that higheſt ſatiſ- 
faction and priviledge, of co-operating to his 
. own felicity, 
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© Seer. XVII. And now, Lindamor, we 
are arrived at-the laſt property, which qualifies 
God, the fitteſt object for our love, which is, 
the advantagiouſneſs of his to us both in the 
preſent and the future life. And firſt, even in 
: this world, we owe God no leſs than all the 
goods we poſſeſs. We owe him both what we 
have, and that we are; for we may truly fay of 
God with the Plalmiſt, It ir he that hath 
made us, and not we ourſelves :. And we art 
not only in his hands, ſo like %% in the pot. 
ters Þ, that he might have made us any thirg ; 
but we were fo purely that negative, from 
"whence we were extracted, that he (if be had 
_ Pleaſed) for ever might have left us to our firſt 
nothing. His love is the firſt original and 
fountain-bleſling ; all the reſt are but as pipes 
(and inſtruments) to convey, and ſerve but to 
hand it to'us. Your wit wins you applauſe, ; 
your induſtry heaps you up treaſures; be it 
granted: but who gave you that wit? and did 
both give and ' proſper that boaſted induſtry? 
certainly, God as much gives us all the goods 
we poſſeſs, as he that gives a beggar a thou- 
2 Pfal, ex. 3. d Ia. Ixiv. 8. 
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ſand pounds, gives him the cloaths, and 


meat, and all the bravery it helps him to. But 


beſides theſe more obvious preſents of God's 
bounty, we enjoy other effects of his goodneſs, 
which, though by the cuſtomarineſs of their 
being poſſeſſed, they prove leſs conſpicuous 


than the other, yet grow no leſs prized, when 
the want or loſs of them makes us ſenſible of 
the true value of them. Had I the leiſure, . 
| Lindamor, to lead your thoughts with me to the - 
gallies, ands-ſhew you there thoſe wretched 


captives, that are chained to the oars they tug 


at, and though expoſed to all the miſeries and 
, hardſhips of a tempeſtuous ſea, have oftentimes | 
cauſe given them, by their barbarous uſage a- 
ſhore, to fear the ocean leſs than any port 
ſaye death ; could I draw from you the cur- 
tains of fick and dying men, and open to you 
that fad ſcene, where ſome pine and languiſn 
by diſtempers, that deprive them of all 
Joys, adyantages, and (what is more con- 
fiderable) the uſes of life, before they eaſe tbem 
of life itſelf ; others hreathe rather than live, 
perpetually tormented either with their diſeaſes 
or phyſic to portract a wretched life, upon 
terms that turn it into a trouble; 3 and others 
5 uss ins with the rude pangs of death, are yet 


Perchance 
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perchance leſs tormented by them, than by the 
fad proſpect of their former life, and the re- 
membrance of thoſe criminal pleaſures, which 
yet it perhaps leſs troubles them that they muſt. 
now forego, than that they once enjoyed them. 
Should I, Lindamor, bring you into hoſpitals, 
and ſhew you there the various ſhapes of hu- 
man miſery, and how many ſouls, narrowly 
lodged (if I may ſo ſpeak) in ſynecdochical 
bodies, ſee their earthen cottages moulder away 
to duſt ; thoſe miſerable perſons by the loſs of 
one limb after another, ſurviving but part of 
_ themſelves, and living to ſee themſelves dead, 
and buried by piece-meal ; ſhould I, to diſpatch, 
Lindamor, ſhew you all the feveral com- 


panies of mourners, that almoſt make up 


mankind, and- diſcloſe to you how copious 


| ſhowers of tears do almoſt every where water 


(not to ſay overflow) this vale of miſeries; you 
would perchance ſee cauſe to think, that. God's 
privative (if I may ſo ſpeak) may contend 
with his poſitive favours; and that you owe 
little leſs for what you are hot, than for what 
| you are, to that diſcriminating mercy of his, 
: to which alone you owe your exemption from 

miſeries, as or as. the es. it confers on 


you: 
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you: for, Who mateth thee to differ ©? is 4 
queſtion that may be as well asked in reference 
to our external, as to our ſpiritual condition. 


Which invites me to mind you, Lindamor, 


that you are yet more engaged to God's love 
for proteCting you from thoſe groſs vices that 


disfigure moſt men's minds, than from thoſe 
leſs dangerous, though more reſented, diſeaſes 
that diſtemper their bodies. | 


even that vain converſation * which young 
_ gentlemen are generally pleaſed to think fo in- 
nocent, are really more formidable and 'perni- 
cious diſeaſes and calamities, than thoſe that 


reduce men to take phyſic, or thruſt them 


into hoſpitals. To evince the truth of which g 

paradox, I hope I ſhall not need to mind you 

of judging of the dangerouſneſs of diſeaſes by 
the nobleneſs of that part affected, ſince I can 

tell you, chat he that cannot err, ſeems daily 

by inflicting ſickneſs, 


do juſtify our aſletion, 
and the ſharpeſt outWard calamities, on his own 
: 2 children, to preſerve them from the 
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- contagion of fin, or cure them of the unfilial 
habitudes of it. And therefore, ſince, when 
we ſee a tender mother apply a painful cauſtic 
to the neck of her favourite infant, threatned by 
the apoplexy, we ſcruple not to conclude, that 
ſhe thinks the trouble of an iſſue an evil inferior 
to the conxulſion fit: ſo when we ſee our bea- 
| venly Father ſend infirmities and croſſes to reſ- 
cue thoſe he loves from the contagion or. do- 
minion of fin ;. we may ſafely conclude, be 
thinks affliction a leſs evil than guilt, ſince he 
is too wiſe and indulgent a phyſician to cure 
With a remedy worſe than the diſeaſe. In the 
eighth of Deuteronomy, there is a caution gi- 
ven the Iſraelites, leſt proſperity (which is 
wont to be A kind of lethe, that makes. men 
forget all, but their. enjoyments) - ſhould make 
any of them ſay in his heart, My power, and 
' #he might of my hand, hath gotten me this wealth, 
| But (faith the text) hey ſhall remember the 
| Lord their Gad: for it i he that giveth them 


Hover to get wealth e. It i is not the revolting Il. 
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by whom he ſaid, I taught Ephraim to 29, tat- 
ing them by their arms, but they knew not that 
. T healed them . And there are but too many 


of whom he might ſay, as he did by the fame 


prophet, For ſbe did not know that I gave ber 
corn, and wine, and ol, and multiplied her fil- 
ver and her gold, which they prepared for Baal; 

therefore will 1 return and take away my corn in 


the time theres, and my wine in the ſeaſon there- 5 


of, and will recover my wool and my flax given to 
cover her nakedneſs*, And this will make way 
for the defign I had to recommend the advan- 
tagiouſneſs of God's love, by ſaying, that as 
for ſpiritual goods, he gives us in this life fo 
rich an earneſt of expected joys, that even the 


earneſt is a ſtock large enough to ſubſilt with | 
comfort on, and really out- values and tranſcends 


all thoſe, momentary pleaſures, it requires us to 
| forſake, to keep up a title to eternal ones. But 


to particularize God's mercies to us in this 


very life, would certainly take up a conſidera- 


ble part of it. And yet the love God bears 
us, dies not with us, nor doth (as men's af- 
fections) either endure a ſuneral in our tombs, 
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or ſurvive only in an uſeleſs grief, (or an 


eſteem as bootleſs.) No, God's love is ſo far 


from reſembling the uſual ſort of friends, who, 


when they have accompanied us to the grave, 


do there leave us; that, like the angels, that 


carried Lazarus's foul ta Abraham's boſom, its 
officiouſneſs begins then moſt to appear, when 
our dark eyes are cloſed, and is then trueſt to 


the beloved ſoul, when ſhe ferſakes the body; 
giving each bleſſed faint cauſe to ſay of God, 
what Naomi did of Boaz, that He hath not 


left off his kindneſs io the living and to the dead. 
Now, indeed, (ſays our Saviour's favourite) are 


wwe the ſons of God, and it doth not yet appear 
what we ſhall be, but we know when he ſhall 
appear, we ſhall be like him k. This bleſt ex- 
bectance muſt be now my theme, becauſe the 
narrow limits, which my. deſign hath placed 
to this diſcourſe, (of the advantages accruing 


from God's love) will leave no more room 


| untaken up by heaven. 


n XVIII. But, Linda or, W N q 
ceed to ſet forth to you . the greatneſs of the 
felicity reſerved for us in heaven, it will, I 

6 fear, 


— 
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fear, be requiſite to mind you of the lawful- 


neſs of having an eye to it. For many, not 


undeſervedly applauded preachers, have of late 


been pleaſed to teach the people, that to hope 
for heaven is a mercenary, legal, therefore un- 
filial affection. Indeed, to hope for heaven as 
wages for work performed, or by way of me- 
rit, in the proper and ſtrict acception of that 


term, were a preſumption, to which none of the 


_ divines, we diſſent from, can be too much an 


enemy, nor perhaps more ſo, than I am. But 


to take in God's bleſſings among the motives 
of loving. God,-is but to do as he did, who” 
faid, I love the Lord becauſe he hath heard my 
voice and my ſupplications i; and to look upon 
the joys of heaven, to comfort and ſupport us 
in the hardſhips and loſſes to be undergone in 
our journey thitherwards, is to imitate no 
worſe a man than Moſes, of whom it is ſaid, 
that he eſteemed the reproach of Chrift greater 
riches than the treaſures in Agypt ; for he had 
reſpect, or turned his eye, (an tg] unto the 
retompence f the reward n. It is indeed, Lin- 
. a happy frame of mind, to be = to 
SE FA. 2 love 
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love God purely for himſelf, without any 


' glance at our own advantage. But though I 


dare not deny, that it is poſſible to attain to ſo 
| high and diſintereſted a kind of love, yet 
I think that that excellency ſuppoſed to be 
vouchſafed to ſome men, is not by the ſcrip- 
ture exacted as a duty from all men. Were 
all the recompence of piety of a worldly na- 
ture, and to be here received, the actions in- 
vited to, by the intuition of it, might baſs 
for mercenary. But when heaven is chiefly | 
hoped for, as it will-admit us unto the fruiti- 
on of God himſelf. in Chriſt, and that the 
other joys expected there are ſo far from be- 
ing of a ſenſual or a worldly nature, that they 
are known not to be attainable, till by death, 
the ſenſes and bodies themſelves, and all the 
meerly animal faculties, be aboliſhed; for a 
heaven ſo conſidered, I ſay, to forego readily 
all the pleaſures of the ſenſes, and undergo 
- chearfully all the hardſhips and dangers that 

are wont to attend a holy life, is, Lindamor, 
| ſuch a kind of mercenarineſs, as none, but a 
reſigned, noble, and believing | ſoul, is likely 
to be guilty of. If I ſhould fay, that fear 
' itſelf, and even the fear of hell, may be one 
jaſti able motive of men 's aQtions, though 1 
ſhould 
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ſhould propoſe, what thoſe I am reaſoning 
with would think a paradox, yet I ſhould 
perhaps hold forth therein no more than the 
ſcripture does, Let us therefore fear (ſays the 
writer to the Hebrews) /#/# @ promiſe being 
left us of entering into his reſt, any of you ſhould 
ſeem to come ſhort of it a. And no leſs emi- 
nent an herald of the goſpel than St.- Paul, 
who ſucceſsfully maintained the. evangelical 
- againſt the legal ſpirit, thus profeſſeth- of him. 
ſelf, J keep under my body, and bring it into 
ſuljection, left by any means, when I have 
preached ta others, I myſelf mould be a caſt- 
. away *. And it was not to ſlayes or hirelings 


- inat Carit directs this admonition, 1 fay unto 


you, my friends, be not a fraid of them that kill 
the body, and after that have no more that they 
can do: but I will forewarn you whom you ſball 

fear z fear him, "which after he hath killed, 
hath power to caſi into hell; yea, 1 ſay unto you, 
(a gemination, which the. preſent controverſy 

ſhews not to have been cauſeleſs) fear bim v. 

Where me paraphraſe given of God, is not 
ar deſcriptire but ra ratiocinative, (io bor- 
6 4 ro. .] 
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row: thoſe terms of the ſchools) in warning us 
not only whom we ſhould, and ſhould not 
ſear, but why we ſhould fear the one and 
not the other. As when St. Paul fays, 7 

| inow whom 1 have truſted, he means what 
manner of perſon, how faithful, (as St. Peter 
elſewhere calls God) and how omnipotent 4. 
whence immediately he adds, And 7 am per- 
faded that he is able to heep that which I have 
committed unto bim againſt that day. More texts 
of the ſame import might be added, if the de- 

- fign of thoſe already alledged were other than to' 
| facilitate the admiſſion of the more plauſible 
truth we have been making out, and which 
to us ſeems very clearly held forth in ihoſe, atid 

| the like ſcriptures, which are therefore cited 
out of the new teſtament, that they migbt 
have the greater authority with one fort of our 

_ antagoniſts. I preſs toward the mark f the 
prize of the high calling of God in Chrift Je- 
fus *. Bleſſed are they that do bis commandments, 

' that they may have right to the tree of 2 ; 

| and may enter in in through the gates into the city. 
I Tol 
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Laying up in flore for themſelves a good founda- 
Hon againſt the time to come, that they may lay 
hold of eternal life. To them, who by patient 

' continuance in well. dung, ſeek for (Gurov-.) 
 gliry, and honour, and immortality, eterna! 
lien. And of Chriſt himſe!f, whoſe love to 
God is queſtionleſs filial and unequalable, it is 
ſaid, Looking unto Feſus the author and finiſher 
of our faith, who for the joy that was ſet be- 
fore him endured the croſs, deſpiſed the ſhame, 
and is ſet down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. Nor ſee I why it ſhould be 
unfilial for a child of God to further the raiſing 
of thoſe paſſions, which his heavenly father 
intends to have raiſed in him, upon the ſame 
grounds and motives that God is pleaſed to 
imploy to excite them. And fince the ſcrip- 
ture ſeems plainly to invite our hopes by re- 
£ording St. Paul's having ſaid, Every man that 
flriveth for the maſtery is temperatein all things; 
' now. they do it to obtain a corruptible crown, but 
we an incorruptible?; and by repreſenting 
our Saviour himſelf, as ſaying in one place, 
Rijeger, and be exceeding glad, for great is your 
| | G 4 e __ 
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reward in heaven =: in another, Be thou faithful 


unto death, and I will give thee a crown of 


Ves: and divers others ſpeaking to the like 
purpoſe ; fince, I fay, the ſcripture ſeems thus 
to allure our hopes, would it not be a kind of 
| accuſing it of an aptneſs to delude and enſnare 
us, to teach, that it propoſeth to us the 


_  powerfuleſt objects to incite our paſſions, if 


it be ſinful to cheriſh and harbour the paſſions 


manually belonging to thoſe objects? And 


certainly, Lindamor, fince God, who, as eur 
cteator, knows the ſrame and conſtitution of 
man 's ſoul, incomparably | better than he him- 

{el?, is pleaſed to deal with our Nu and pa 


4.7 


Eats, to 6hgage us to dis tei dice, it Very in 


becomes us, either to quarrel with his me- 
thods of working on our ſpirits,” or to reject 


any help which he has been pleaſed to afford: 
a piety, which, for ought ever J could ob- 


ſerve, does even in the beſt men ſind reſiſt- 
ance enough to keep any help that can be 
employed to promote it from being ſuperſtiti- 


- ous. And truly, the animating or diſcou- 


raging influence that hope, or the want of it, 
5h — — 199192 es Pc a ; is 
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is wont to have upon our endeavours, makes 
me very apprehenſive, that ſince the enliven- 
ing hopes of heaven are not able to make 
moſt men's endeavours other than very languid, 
the. forbidding, theſe ſupporting hopes would 
ſoon weaken and decreaſe. our endeavours 
into none at all. 


* XIX. But, Lindamor, 3 I inn : 
perhaps have taken ſome pains in ſtudying 
controverſial divinity, yet I take ſo little plea- 
ſure in writing of it, that though not only 
a ſeaſonable duty to truth, but a neceſſary 
one to the enſuing part of this diſcourſe, have 
preſſed me to ſerve in this cauſe; yet I 
ſhall perhaps obtain your pardon ſooner than 
my own, for having thus long ſuſpended the 
diſcourſing to you of the advantagiouſneſs of 
God's love to us, as it gives us here a right, 
and will hereafter give us an admiſſion, to 
heaven! the bright ſeat of ſo much hap- 
pineſs, that we ſhall ſcarcely count amongſt 
our joys, that heaven is the ſeat of them. 
There the excellency of the pcfſeſſed goods 
ſhall as much diſappoint our expectations, as 
in other fruitions the emptineſs is wont to do. 
The apoſtle tells us, that eye bath not ſeen, 

_ vr 
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nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath pre- 
pared for them that love him od. Such pure re- 
fined delights not only ſtoop not unto ſenſe, 
but are ſublime enough even to tranſcend ima- 
gination. When fancy hath formed and 
| ſhaped the perfecteſt ideas, that its abſtractions 
can make, of bleſſedneſs; our own more hap- 
py experiences of greater, mult. diſabuſe us, 
when we come to heaven; which is a ſoil, 
whoſe fruitfulneſs is ſo confined to joy, that 
Even our diſappointments and miſtakes ſhall 
there contribute to our happineſs ; which will 
fo much partake of his immenſity, whoſe gift 
it is, that you ſee the apoſtle gives it a ne- 
gative deſcription : and to create in us appre- 
henſions underogatory from what we ſhall 
' poſſeſs, not only removes our thoughts from 
all we do enjoy, but exalts them aboye all that 
we can fancy, At which way of proceeding, 
that you may the leſs wonder, Lindamor, be 
pleaſed to conſider, that in heaven our facul- 
ties ſhall not only be gratified with ſuitable and 
acceptable n but ſhall be heightened and 
enlarged, 
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enlarged, and conſequently our capacities of 
happineſs, as well encreaſed as filled. A child 
not yet releaſed out of the homely priſon of 
the womb, cannot there poſlibly frame ideas of 
thoſe delights, which will be afforded him by 
the pleaſing noiſes, -and the glittering objects, 
that will preſent themſelves to him after his 
birth. And the ſame child, whilſt he continues 
in his nonage, though he may with de- 
lights look upon emblems finely drawn and 
painted, and may take ſome pleaſure in behold- 
Ing the neat and ſurprizing characters and 
flouriſhes of a Greek and Hebrew. bible curi- 
. ouſly printed, yet he cannot then imagine the 
plexſure the ſame objects will afford him, 
when age and fludy ſhall have ripened and 
inſtructed his intellectuals, and made him ca- 
pable both of underſtanding and reliſhing the 
excellent moralities, couched in thoſe ingeni- 
ous emblems, and the profound and faving 
myſteries, wherewith that divine book, the 
| ſcripture, (eſpecially in its original tongues) 
does to an intelligent and religious peruſer, ap- 
pear repleniſned. Such a double advantage, 
Lindamor, among others, the admiſſion into 
| Lo brings thoſe, to whom that bleſſing is 
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vouchſafed : for, beſides that ſet of objetts, 


(if T may ſo ſpeak) fo new, and fo peculiar 


to heaven, that their ideas could never enter 
into men's thoughts before their admiſſion 


there; beſides this, I fay, our then enlarged 
capacities will enable us, even in objects which 
were not altogether unknown to us before, 


to perceive things formerly undiſcerned, and 
derive thence both new and greater ſatisfacti- 
ons and delights. Wonder not, Lindamor, 
that in mentioning the joys: of heaven, I uſe 
expreſſions I find leſs detractory from a theme, 
as much above our praiſes, as the heaven they 


1 enjoyed in is above our heads. For, 
4 though ſuch expreſſions may ſeem ſomewhat 
tumid and aſpiring, and fitter much for one 


that celebrates, than for one that but aſſerts, 
yet cannot I ſcruple to uſe ſeeming hyper- 
boles in the mention of felicities, which make 
the higheſt hyperboles but ſeeming ones. For 
thoſe joys, Lindamor, of heaven, are like its 
ftars, which, by reaſon of our remoteneſs. 


from them, appear extremely little, though 
really in themſelves they are ſo vaſt, that a 


leſs than the largeſt is by odds greater than the 
biggeſt object — earth, nay, than the whole 
| earth 
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earth itſelf, Therefore, as if I were to take 
you with me to contemplate the planets, I 
. would ſhe you them through ſuch a teleſcope, 
as by a greatning thoſe bright objects in com- 
pariſon of what to an unaſſiſted eye they ap- 
pear, doth ſomewhat leſſen the diſadvantage of 
remoteneſs, and ſhews them with leſs detracti- 

on from their true magnitude ; ſo mention- 
ing to you the felicities of heaven, 'T 
think it not unlawful! or improper to en- 
deavour by repreſentations, tranſcending what 


they appear, to give you notions leſs inferior 
to what they are. | 


sxcr. XX. In benen, than. we hall 


. taſte happineſs enough, to enable us to rec- 


tify the definition of it, We may there be 
inſtructed how to name and rate all goods by 
thoſe: that will concentre in the felicity we 
ſhall poſſeſs, which ſhall be there made up of 
the confluence, perfection, and perpetuity of 
all true joys. For heaven will make us 
happy, (not as philoſophy pretends to do) by 
the confinement, but by the fruition of our 
defires, which ſhall neither fail in the choice 
of their objects, nor miſs in the enjoyment of 
them; but * both nen, Juſt, and infal- 


libly 
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libly accompliſhed : in the former of which pro- 
perties, (as our then rectified reaſon will conſi- 
der things) we ſhall think ourſelves happier 
(yet) than in the latter. We ſhall there re- 
- ſemble the ſaints we here admire, and ſhail not 
only ſee; and be like thoſe pious worthies, 
' whole virtues eclipſe theirs, which among the 
heathens deified leſs deſerving Heroes; thoſe 
excellent perſons that did as well enoble 
as inſtruct mankind, giving us cauſe to 
bluſh that we are men, and whoſe ſtories - 
have the unparalled honour of being recorded 
by inſpired pens; thoſe Hirits, I ſay, of ju/? 
men made perfe ©, as the ſcriptures terms 
them, fhall be our conſtant and familiar com- 
| pany, into whoſe bleſſed ſociety we ſhall not 
only be welcome, but increaſe it. In heaven 
we ſhall have a bleſſed and familiar conver- 
ſation with thoſe ſame glorious ſpirits, whoſe 
nature doth inveſt them with ſuch a luſtre, 
that all the diſadvantages of their diſguiſes 
when they appear to us, do ſcarce ſuffice to 
confine our raptures to reſpects below idolatry, 
and darken them into objects for our wonder, 


e H:b, xii. 23. 
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not adoration. ' There we ſhall: ſee (a fight 
worthy dying for) that bleſſed Saviour, of 
whom the ſcripture does fo much and fo excel- 
lently entertain us, and who having done and. 
ſuffered ſo much for us, does ſo highly deſerve 
of us, both upon the ſcore of his infinite per- 
| feQions, and upon the account of his ineſtima- 
ble benefits. Yes, there ſhall we'ſee that holy 
and divine perſon, who, when he. vouchſafed 
(as his favourite diſciple ſpeaks) to prech bis 

tent among us, and dwell with men on earth, 
to fit them by his merits and example to dwell 
with him in heaven, did ſo admirably mix 
an awful majeſty with an humble meekneſs, 
and the aſſumed infirmities of his human na- 
ture, with the ſeaſonable corruſcations of his 
divine; and expreſſed in his whole life, ſo per- 
fect and exemplary a virtue, and yet ſo much 
ſweetneſs and gentleneſs towards thoſe afpirers 
to it, that were the moſt ſhort of it; that 
the Jews themſelves could ſay of him, that 
H had done all things well *; and his very 
enemies, that were employed to apprehend 
Hin": as a malefactor, confeſſed even to thoſe 
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that ſent them to do ſo, that never man ſpate 


lite bim i. And his apoſtles, who had moſt 


opportunity to pry narrowly into his 
actions, and were of a condition and breeding 


very unlike to infuſe into them heroic reſoluti- 
ons, did, in ſpight of the frequent reproofs their 
' failings extorted from him, and of the hardſhips 


that attended his ſervice, think even death it- 
ſelf in his company, more eligible, - than life 
led out of it; Let us al go that we may die 
with him e, (ſays even the diſtruſtful Thomas 
to his fellow diſciples.) But, Lindamor, we 
ſhall there ſee the Son of God, not in that 
form & a fervant®, which he put on that he 


might ſuffer for us, and exerciſe his prieſtly - 
and prophetic function here below; but in that 


regal ſtate and condition, which belongs to him 
by virtue of his kingly office; on . whoſe ſcore 
he is ſtiled in the. ſcripture, Xing & kings, and 

lord of lords, all power and authority being. 


. (as himſelf. ſpeaks) given him both in, heaven 


and in earth. And how nobly attended may 
we ſuppoſe. this divine monarch to be in his 
exalted condition in bear a when in bis ſtate of 


weft + | humili- 
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humiliation on earth, whilſt he was in the wil- 
derneſs among the wild beaſts, the angels are 
recorded to have miniſtred unto. him'; and, 
whilſt he lay ſwathed in a homely- manger, 
the multitude of the cæleſtial hoſt were heard 
to ſolemnize his miraculous birth n, according 

to that paſſage of the writer to the Hebrews, 
i den he bringeth in the firſt begotten into the 
world, (he faith) and let all the angels of God 
 worſoip him" And yet ſuch conſiderable and 
noble creatures, thoſe immaterial intelligences, 
Called angels, are, that one of them in one 
night was able to deſtroy above a hundred and 


ſourſcore thouſand men, in the blaſphemous. 
; Senacherih's impious — ®, And ſa much a 


majeſty and laperierity does their nature give 8 


them in reference even to the eminenteſt of 
mortals, that, when the undaunted Joſhua had 
boldly challenged one of them, that appeared 
to him in the likeneſs of a man, and demand- 
ed, whom he was for; when he knew him to 
be an angel (unleſs he ſuppoſed him to be 
that promiſed Meſſiah, who is elſewhere call- 
ed The angel of the covenant v, as it is in the 
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original, and in the ſame text, The Lord) 
he alters his addreſs unto him into this ſub- 
miſſive one, What ſaith my Lord unto his ſer- 
vant? And even wife and holy Daniel -him- 
ſelf, who was the ſecond ' perſon of the world 
for power, and the firſt for much nobler at- 
tributes, wiſdom and underſtanding, who ſaw 
fo many ' governors of vaſt provinces; and pro- 
feſſors of admired magic, inferior to him- 
ſelf, yet confeſſes to the angel that appeared 

do him, that he was confounded and diſani- 
mated at his preſence, and adds, How can the 
 fervant of this my lord talk with this my lord” ?. 


We may fafely therefore expect, that we ſhall 


, then debeld cur aur, not in ihoſe Uiigunes 


which disfigured him in their eyes, that only 
conſidered his ſufferings, but in that triumphant 
condition, wherewith they are now rewarded. 
The thorns of his (now no more galling, but 
adorning) crown will appear upon that radiant 
head of his, more glorious, than thoſe of the 


fla ming buſh, wherein God appeared to Moſes*, _ 


15 And we ſhall not fee that deſpicable form, 
| I I OAL Y Which 
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which made the prophet ſay, (perſonating the 
gererality of the Jewiſh nation contemporary. 
with the-Meſhas). He hath no form, nor come- 
tineſs, and when we /hall fee him, there is no 
beauty that we ſhould deſire*. But we ſhall 
ſee him encompaſſed with ſo much majeſty, 
and ſhining with ſo much of his genuine ſplen- 
dor and beauty, that we ſhall deſervedly eſteem 
him Nepble, the admirable*, And our raviſh- 
ed ſouls ſhall, by the more attentive contem- 
lation of him, but find more cauſe to imitate 
the ſpouſe in Solomon's myſtic epithalamium; 
who having dwelt upon the beauty of the ſe- 
veral parts that concurred to the accompliſhing 
ths diyine bridegroom; exclaims in an epi- 
phonema, very contrary to the expreſſion late- 
ly mentioned in the prophet, be is altogether de- 

fires, or by an Hebraiſm, mo# defirable, which | 
- our Engliſh renders, he is altogether lovely v. 
His eyes will there appear, as St. John regieſents 
them, of active fire*, and will, into the will- 
ing breaſts of the raviſhed beholders, ſhoot 
flames as pure, as holy, and as deathleſs as 


n 
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the angels altogether incorporeal, may be 1 
poſed to have conceived the ſeraphims to con- 
fliſt of. Certainly, ſince (as the ſcripture in- 
formas us) It never entered into the heart of man, 
* what God hath reſerved in heaven for thoſe 
| that lvoe him; that glory can be but imper- 
fectly expreſſed by the bare epithet of incon- 
Ceiveable, with which God rewards the me- 
ritorious ſufferings and obedience of that only 
begotten ſon of his love, for whoſe ſake be is 
pleaſed to confer on ſo many thouſands of men, 
unimaginable glories, He that youchſafes, 
even to many of his ſervants a brightneſs, 
luke that of the ſtars 7, will ſure communicate a 


more 1 radiant lufire to the fun of righteouſneſs *, 
that only ſon of his, whom (to borrow inſpir- 
ed expreſſions) be hath made heir of all things, 
by whom alſo he made the [worlds : who being 
the brightneſs of bis glory, nd the expreſs image 
| of his perſon, and upholding all things by the 
word of his power, when be bad ty himſelf 
purged our ſins, ſat dnwn on the right hand of © 
the mag on bigh®*; of ; Jar « above a7 principality, 
l 0" Ra 
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and ' power, and might, and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only in this 
world, but in that which is to come d. There- 
by exalting him not only above all earthly 
princes and potentates, but even above the 
higheſt orders of the ſpirits of the cceleſtial 
hierarchy. | 


82 cr. XXI. But apprehend not, Lindamor, 
that this ſublime exaltation of Chriſt will make 
him deſpiſe the meaneſt of his ſaints, or diſ- 
dain communion with him. For St. Paul 

aſſures us, that he was in the form of God e, 
when he vouchſafed to take upon him the form 
of a ſervant, to make us free; and ſure, he 
that condeſcended ſo far, and ſtooped ſo low, 
to invite and bring us to heaven, will not re- 
fuſe us a glorious reception there. In the 
days of his fleſn he was pleaſed to own 
Lazarus, even in the diſhonours of the grave, 
and vouchſafed him in that deſpicable condi- 
tion the glorous title of his friend; and when 
he deſcended the mount of Olives, all the - 
loud acclamations of ihe glad multitude, that 

| ſang 


* 
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fang Hoſannahs to him, and ftrewed his 
way with their palms, their veſtments, and 


their praiſes, could not divert him de- 


ploring, even with tears, Jerufalem's approach- 


ing fate; and expreſſing, in the midſt of his 
triumphs, a concern for the very worſt and 


ſtubborneſt of his enemies. And, left it ſhould 


de thought, that he was thus concerned for 


. worthleſs mortals, only whilſt he ſhared and 


5 felt the miſeries of their condition, give 


me leave to obſetve to you, Lindamor, that 


immediately after his reſurrection, whilſt the 


ſenſe of the ſudden and unexampled change of 
his condition was freſh upon him, and the re- 
membrance of the apoſtles ingratitude in de- 
ſerting him, almoſt as recent; he ſticks not 
to give thoſe very diſciples that forſook him, 


the glorious title, (and that a more familiar 
one than we find him. to have allowed them 


on earth) of his brethren; and particularly 


ſhews himſelf ſolicitous for that Peter-, who, 


— 


mn; ſpight of all thoſe empty boaſts, where- 
with he not only ſeemed to defiy death, but 
Cͤhriſt's prediction too, did not only forſake 


his maſter, but denied him. He can in hea- 
Wa C 
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ven be ſo concerned for his diſtrefled memi- 


ders here on earth, that not only he can take 


yotice of expiring Stephen, through that cloud 
ol fatal ſtones that battered down his priſon 7; 
and can, when Saul was perſecuting the 1 
gar Chriſtians, cry out unto him, Saul, Saul, 
why per ſecuteſt thou mes? as if he, and thoſe 
that love him, were but one: but in the meſ- 
ſages he ſends to the angels or governors of 
the ſeven churchs, he ſufficiently manifeſts, 
that ſingle chriſtians may be as particularly in 
his thoughts, as if they had no other object“: 
his greatneſs will not make his kindneſs leſs 
familiar, but only more obliging ; he diſdains 
not, even after his aſcenſion, to ſay, Behold, 


fand at the door and knock, if any man 


hear my voice, and open the door, I will come 
in to him, and will ſup with him, and he 
with mei. That king, in the - parable, by 


whom himſelf is repreſented, is pleaſed him- 
ſelf to welcome each individual truſty ſervant 


with a peculiar Euge bone ſerve*! And in 


another parable he ſcruples not to repreſent the 
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great 
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great condeſcenſions and familiarity, where- 
with the Lord ſhall: remunerate the faithful 
and watchful ſervants, by telling his Ciſciples, 
"Bleſſed are thoſe ſervants, whom the Lord, 
toben he cometh, ſhall find fo watching. Verily, 
' 1 fay unto. you, that be fhall gird himſelf, 
and will make them fit down to meat, and 
will come forth to ſerve them!. At which 
© "expreſſion, you will the leſs admire, if you 
eonſider, that beſides that it is parabolical, and 

| probably hyberbolical, and therefore not to be 
taken (as the French ſpeak, au pied de la lettre) 
in a ſttict ſenſe: we find in the evangelical ſto- 
ry, that our Saviour diſdained not to converſe 
familiarly with publicans and ſinners, nor even 
to waſh the feet of his own diſciples; and ſince | 
| he condeſcended to ſuch” familiarities to thoſe | 
trail mortals, fo many of whom were apt to 
turn the favours of God into wantonneſs, we 
. may the leſs admire at his gracious con- 

=  Cdeſcenſionsto thoſe, the ſinleſſneſs of whoſe 

* condition will keep them from turning his 
vouchſafements into any thing but occaſions 
of joy and gratitude. Marvel not, Linda- 
— A 
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mor, as at an impertinency, that I appear ſo 


ſolicitous to poſſeſs you with bigh apprehen-" 
ſions of the ſupereminent dignity and felicity 


of our exalted Saviour; 3 and that in the loftieſt 


and moſt magnificent expreſſions, the ſcrip- 
ture affords me, I have endeavoured to make 
out to you, that the bright ſun of righteouſ- 
neſs is now grown. uncapable of ſuffering 

eclipſes, but ſhines with unclouded and une- 


qualled ſplendor ; and that we ſhall in heaven 


(as the writer to the Hebrews ſpeaks) ſee 
Jeſus, who was made à little (or for a ſhort 
while, Bpa x Uri) lower than the angels, for 
the ſuffering of death, crowned "with ghry, 


and honour . For it will make heaven more 
heavenly to us, o find him reigning there, 
who hath. ſuffered ſo much for us; and for 


whom, if we ever come thither, we ſhall 


_ havesſo much ſuffered. For, fince our love 


will, as the reſt of our ſurviving graces, be - 
| perfected and grow compleat in heaven, the 
ineffable happineſs of our dear Redeemer muſt 


needs bring an encreaſe to ours, commenſu- 


rate to the ardency of our love for him, and 


* we > ſhall Teliſh 5 happineſs more than that 
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4 1 A 


hich is therefore ours, becauſe he is hap PFs 


an ſuppoſes in him, what it confers on us. 


Beſides that, fince the regal dignity, wherein 
(as Mediator) he is inſtaled, may make us 


oye our falyatign to his ſentence, as well as to 
mis merits: ; heaven itſelf will be ineſtimably 


endeared io us, by our enjoying it. upon his 
account. I need not tell you, what a value 


| Jovers are wont to ſet upon the leaſt favours 
' that can be beſtowed on them by their miſtreſſes, 
and that oftentimes a ' worthleſs ribband, a 
bracelet of hair, or ſome ſuch trifle, 'that no- 


thing can make precious but her preſenting it, 


is highlier valued by the tranſported lover, 
dan the richeſt preſents of nature, or of for- 


tune. How great a bleſſing muſt it then be, 


Lindamor, to owe joys that need not endear- 


ing circumſtances to merit the name of hap- 


that it is a donative of 


pineſs, to a perſon ſo beloved, that even hea- 


ven itſelf will bring more felicity to the amor- 
ous ſoul, as it is a proof of his love, than 
bis bounty; as paſ- 
ſionate brides do incomparably more value the 
wedding rings which their glad lovers give 
them, as pledges, than as gold. It is ſaid of 


the perſecuted and diſgraced apoſtles, that 


tbey ee to Have been counted worthy 4⁰ Af tr 
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% fir his name a. But if they deſervedly rejoyced 
to be allowed to ſuffer for him, bf how 
much joy ſhall they have juſt cauſe, that are 

admitted to reign with him? His having ſup- 

ported the hardſhips and the toils (for I muſt 
not now call them evils) to which our af- 
flicted condition of mortality is expoſed, does 
ſo much alleviate them, and refreſn us under 
them, that in this ſenſe alſo it may be truly 
ſaid, that the chaſtiſement of our peace was up- 
on bim, and by bis hurts we are healed®, But 
he that relieved us even by his croſs, will 
ſure do more for us by his crown, when he 


- ſhall admit, and even invite, each faithful fer- 


vant to no lefs a bleſſing, than 10 enter into 
Bis maſter's jay v. So rich a ſource of happi- 
neſs did Chriſt dcGan to make himſelf to us in 
all his capacities and conditions, that in hea- 
ven and in earth it was, and will be, his gra- 


cious and conſtant imployment, to ſhare out 


_ griefs, or impart 1 
leſſen our miſeries by his ſufferings, or en- 
oats our ae aan) by his Ou” ; 
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Ser. Xx "he Expect not, Lindamor, 
that I ſhould fokemnly beg. your pardon for this 


ſeeming excurſion, till I come to think it a di- 


| Seſſion, to inſiſt on the bleſſedneſs of Chriſt 
In heaven, and treating of the happineſs which 
thoſe, that love him will enjoy there. Where- 
fore, not to ſpend time in imploring a need- 
leſs forgiveneſs, I ſhall proceed to tell you, 
Lindamor, that in heaven we ſhall not only 
ſee our elder brother Chriſt, but probably alſo 


all our kindred, friends, and relations, that 


| living here in his fear, died in his favour, 
For, fince our Saviour tells us, that She chil- 


dren of the reſurrection ſhall be izayy woes equal - 


to, or like the angels 1; who yet, in the viſions 
of Daniel and St. John, appear to beacquaint- 
ed with each other; fince, in the parable of 
the. miſerable epicure, and the happy beggar, 


the father of the faithful is repreſented ag 


knowing, not only the p rſon, and Preſent 
condition, but the paſt ſtory of Lazarus“: 


ſince the inſtructor of the Gentiles confidently- 


expects his converted and pious Theſſalonians 
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to be his crown at that great day, when the 
having turned many to righteouſneſs *, ſhall, 3 
the ſcripture foretells, confer a ftar-like and 
immortal brightneſs ; fizce (which is chiefly 
conſiderable) ' the knowledge of particular 
actions, and, conſequently, perſons, ſeem re- 
quiſite to the attainment of that great end of 
God, in the day of judgment, the manifeſta- 
tion of his punitive and remunerative juſtice : 
fince, I ſay, theſe arguments, beſides divers 
others, are afforded us by the ſcripture, we 
may fafely conclud- it probable, that we ſhall 
know each other in a place, where, ſince 
nothing requiſite to happineſs can be want- 
ings we may well ſuppoſe (at leaſt, if we can 
imagine here, what we ſhall think there) that 
we ſhall not want ſo great a ſatisfaction, as 
that of being knowingly happy in our other- 
ſelves, our friends. Nor is this only pro- 
bable, Lindamor, but it is not improbable, - 
that thoſe friends that know us in heaven, 
ſhall welcome us thither. For, fince Chriſt 
aſſures us, that the very angels (though they 
be ſo far from being related to our per- 
ſons, that they are foreigners to our very na- 
ture) receive acceſhon of joy for a relenting 
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| ſinner, that by repentance degins to turn to- 
Wards God*; you will not think it abſurd, 
that in a place where charity ſhall not cnly 
continue (as St. Paul ſpeaks *) but grow perſect, 
our dear friends ſhould rejoyce to ſee us, not 
only begin to turn towards God, but come 
home to him. Nor is it unlikely, that our 
tranſported ſouls ſhall! mutually congratulate 


each other, their having now fully eſcaped, 


| the numerous rocks, and ſhelves,' quick- -ſands,: | 
and threatning ſtorms, and no leſs dangerous 
calms, through which they are at length 
arrived at that peaceſul haven, where 
innocence and delight (which are here ſo ſel- 
dom matched) are inſeparable companions, both 


| bf each other, and each bleſſed refident. © With 


thoſe friends we here lamented, we Thalt 
bete tejoyce. : And it will be but need, that 
+ the diſcovery of each others virtues ſhould 
bring us to a mutual kn: 
ſons; ſor otherwiſe, we Thall be ſo ee 
that we mould never know our friends; : (and- 
ſhould ſcarce know ourſelves, were not an 
eminent encreae of KDOWJege a | part of 
that 
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that happy change.) For thoſe departed friends, 
whom at our luſt ſeparation we faw diſ- 
figured by all the ghaſtly horrors of death, we 
ſhall then ſee aſſiſting about the majeſtic throne 
of Chriſt, with their once vile bodies transfigu- 
red into the likeneſs of his glorious body v, ming- 
ling their glad acclamations with the hallelu- 
jahs of thrones, principalities, and powers, and 
the moſt dignified favourites of the celeſtial 
court. I need not- tell you, Lindamor, that 
we ſhall be more juſtly tranſported at this meet- 
ing, than was good old Jacob at that of his 
fon Joſeph, whom having long mourned for 


dead and loſt, he found not only alive, but a 


great favourite, ready to welcome him to an 
unknown court. For, whereas the patriarch 
faid to his fon, Noto let me die, ſinte 1 have 
feen thy face *x; the ſeeing of our friends in 
heaven will aſſure us, that we ſhall for ever 
lire with them there. The re- union of friends 
being there as privileged from diforce, as that | 
of ſoul and body, (which ſcarce will be more 

ſtrict and ſatisfactory.) F. or, here indeed, if 
5 8 friends do not allay our love or affection 
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by unwelcome actions, or their contagious ſuf- 
ferings, we commonly doat on them to a de- 

/ gree, that, as it were, reduces God to deprive 
us of them, and ſnatch our idols, and bis ri- 
\_ vals, from us. But there, our, on both ſides, 
compleated graces, will not only deſerve, but 
allow a higher ſtrain of friendſhip. The near 

. contemplation and fruition of the infiaitely 


tranſcendant perfections of the creator, keep- 
ing all our kindneſs to the creatures, not only 
ſubordinate to the love we owe to God, but 
grounded on it; as excited needles, when they 


ſtick faſteſt to each other, owe their union to 


| theix having both, been touched by. the load- 
© None, to which, they have therefore both of 
them ſtronger inclinations than either to the 
other. | | 


Secr. XXIIL. There, N we ſhall 
"ſatisfactorily underſtand thoſe deep and obſcure 
myſteries of religion, which the profoundeſt 
clerks, that love not to flatter themſelves, ac- 


knowledge they are unable fully to compre- 
hend; being, after all the toil and induſtry of 
their anxious enquiries, reduced to fit down 


with the apoſtle's & Ee9e- in admiration of that 


_ Cepth, whoſe Or they cannot fathom 7. 
| |  Thete 
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Fhere we ſhall underſtand thoſe obſcure paſſa- 
ges of (that divine book, and uncapable of flat» 
-tery) the ſcripture, which, notwithſtanding all 
that bold critics, and learned expoſitors,: have 
attempted to illuftrate it,, does ſtill continue, in 
many places; obſcure.. There, diſcerning how 
exquiſitely the ſeveral parts of ſcripture are fit- 
ted to the ſeveral times, perſons,. and oceur- 
rences, wherein their all- foreſeeing author in- 
tended moſt to uſe them, we ſhalt diſcern not 
only a reconcileableneſs, but a friendſhip, and 
perfect harmony, betwixt thoſe texts, that here 
ſeem moft at variance, and ſhall diſcover not 
only the ſenſe of the obſcurer paſſages, but te 
requiſiteneſs of their having been written ſo ob- 
ſcurely. That ſtrange and peculiar, as well as 
other wiſe cryptical method and ſtile of ſcrip- 
ture, which often coſts us ſo much ſtudy to- 
find it rational, we ſhall there diſcover to be 
- admirable, and worthy of its omniſcient au- 
thor. There, I hope, we ſhall have clearly 
expounded to us thoſe riddles of providence, 
which have, but too often, tempted even good 
men to queſtion God's conduct in the govern- 
g ment of the world; whilſt the calamities. and. 
7 Ia H 45 i | per- 
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perſecutions of virtue, and innocence, ſeem 
approved by him, who accumulates proſperi- 
ties on their criminal oppoſers. There we 
ſhall be convinced, that all theſe ſeeming irre- 

_  Eularities, which the heathen thought fit to im- 

pute to e giddy whimſies of a blind female 
deity, are not only conſiſtent with God's juſ- 
tice and goodneſs, but are productions of it. 
| And though ſuch a belief do here, to intelli- | 
| gent:perſons, ſeem perhaps a greater piece of 
S elf-denial, than to refrain from wine, gold, 
| or miſtreſſes; yet in heaven it will appear as 
| reaſonable, as here we find it difficult. For, 
as Bildad ſpeaks in Job, Ve are but of yeſter- 
day, and bnow nothing, becauſe our days upon 
' agarth are but. a ſhadow.; and the ſhortneſs of 
bur tranſitory lives, not permitting us to con- 
tiinue long enough ſpectators here, to ſee above 
a a ſcene or two at moſt of that great play, ac- 
ted by mankind upon the ſtage of the world ;. 
it is na wonder we are apt to harbour ſiniſter 
| thoughts of the contriver of a plot, whoſe nei- 
tiber beginning nor end we are acquainted with; 5 
Z which yet is little leſs injurious,. than it were 
to cenſure the lofty tragedian Seneca, or ſome 
other matchleſs artiit, having peruſed but a. 
2 ok of ſome. tragedy, whereof the latter part. 
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. Hover: arrived at our view. But, when once 
God's whole plot (if I may fo ſpeak) and con- 
duct in the adminiſtration of the world, ſhall 
come to be diſcloſed ; all thoſe revolutions and 
-occurrences of empires, ſtates, families, and 
particular perſons, which men are here ſo prone: 
to quarrel with, will there appear ſo juſt, ſo 
_ requiſite, and fo ſeaſonable, that thoſe very. 
things, which here tempted us to deny God, 
- ſhall there engage us to praiſe him; and we 
hall not ſo properly be ſatisfied with his provi- 
dence, as raviſhed. But eſpecially, we ſhall. 
be tranſported with wonder and gratitude, 
when God ſhall vouchſafe to diſcover: to his. 
particular ſervants, the reaſons of his diſpen- 
ſations towards them, and make out to them 
not only the neceſſity and juſtice, but even 

the mercifulneſs of thoſe very afflictions, that 
were moſt imputed to his ſeveritys- (no ſtroke 
from God's paternal hand, either lighting: 
ſooner, or falling heavier, or ſtaying longer, 
than the occaſion, that extorted it, exacted) 
and convince them, that their hopes were 
never diſappointed, but to ſecure their title to 
better things than thoſe they hoped for; nor ; 
_ their inferior intereſts prejudiced, but for: the 
advantage of. their ſupreme oties: Yes, all 
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that unwelcome darkneſs, that here ſurround- 

ed our purblind underſtandings, will vaniſh at 
the dawning of that bright, and (as St. Peter's 
= expreſſion may be interpreted) eternal day ; 
wherein, the reſolution of all thoſe difficulties, 
which here exerciſed (and perhaps diſtreſſed) 

our faith, ſhall be granted us to reward it. 

And I muſt profeſs to you, Lindamor, (as 


| unfaſhionable as ſuch a profeſſion may ſeem in 


2 gentleman not yet two and twenty) that I 
| fad the ſtudy of thoſe excellent themes, God's 
word, and his providence, ſo difficult, and yet fo 

, pleaſing and inviting, that eould heaven afford 


mie no greater bleſſing than à clear accompt 


of the abſtruſe myſteries of divinity and pro- 
uigenee, I ſhould value the having my un- 


_*_- derſtandivg gratified and inriched with truths 


ef ſo noble and precious a nature, enough to 


ce equrt heaven at the rate of renouncing for it all 


thoſe unmanly ſenſualities, and trifling vani- 
ties, for which ir.confiderate mortals are wont 


to forfeit the intereſt their Saviour 10 N 
„ ee | 
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Sr cr. XXIV. Nor ſhall we only converſe 
with ſaints and angels, but with that infinitely 
more glorious deity that made them what 
they are, without at all impoveriſhing him- 
felf., In heaven, we ſhall enjoy (its maker) 
God, and /ee him as be isa, who (as the ſcrip- 
ture telleth us) ſhall then be ll in @/lÞ :- com- 
priſing all the goods, we value in the creatures, 
as eminently and fully, as the ſun doth the 
light that twinkleth in the ſtars. 1 


If one that was none of the leaſt of the 

philoſophers , ſcrupled not to tell the man that 
asked him, what he was born for, that it 
was to contemplate the ſun; if our beſt na- 
turaliſts themſelves, though the darkneſs that 
is here caſt upon things, and the dimneſs of: 
our intellectual eyes, (which I remember A- | 

riſtolle fitly compares to thoſe of an o-] at 
ncon- day) permit us. to diſcern but very littte 

of that wiſdom,. power,. and goodneſs which. | 

be has expreſſed in the creation, are yet often 
| tranſported and rayiſhed with a juſt admiration 
of the perſections he has diſplayed in his work- 
manſhip; if the wiſe queen, that came ſo far 

10 viſit Solomon, was putalmoſt into an extaſy 


** 
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= hy the ſight of his, (though. wiſe, yet human) 
ordering of things; and if the angels them- 
ſelves (as St. Peter informs us) defire to look” 
into the myſterious contrivances of Gad a, in or- 
der to man's redemption; how great a ſatis- 
faction, Lindamor, may we juſtly conceive 
it muſt needs be, to be admitted to ſee ſo 
much of God, as heaven will diſcover to us? 
eſpecially ſince ſo much of our future happi- 
neſs will conſiſt in that beatife viſion, (as 
the ſchool-men juſtly call it) that St. John 
concluded, that we ſhall be lite God, becauſe 


we Hall fee him as be im. And our Saviour: 


himſelf paraphraſes our celeſtial felieity by this 
HBleſſed vifion, where he ſays, Bleed are ibe 


2 _ pure in heart, for they ſhall fee God* as, on 


the other fide, the writer to the Hebrews em- 
ploys the being denied the fi ight of that di- 
vine object, as a deſcription of extreme wretch- 
edneſs, in that text where, having exhorted 
thoſe to whom he writes, to follow peace and 
' bolineſs®; he adds, as the formidableſt menace 
which he could makeuſe of, to deter them from 
lighting his exhortation, without which, na 
man Hall fee the Lord. And by this viſion 
our Saviour ſeems to deſcribe the 4 


even 5 
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even of angels; where, forbidding the ſcanda- 
lizing of any of thoſe little ones that believe 
in him, he adds, to enforce what he had ſaid, 
that their angels do always fee the face of his- 
father in beaven *, We ſhall be ſo taken up 
with the contemplation and ' fruition of that 
| glorious object, (in whoſe infinity all goods are 
included and dilated). that ages, numberleſs- 
as the Joys that beatific viſion abounds with,. 
will ſcarce afford us leiſure for a diverſion to 
any other pleaſures, than thoſe itſelf creates, 
which are ſo numerous and ſo entire, that. 
we ſhall there deſire nothing that we have 
not, except more tongues to ſing more praiſes- 

to him, or at leaſt a capacity to pay him 
greater thanks for what we have. And even 
thoſe deſires, that God's gracious acceptation- 
will make, in being conceived, accompliſhed : 
for, otherwiſe heaven's reſidents ſcarce know: 
any other want, than that of need to wiſh ;- 
the compleat bleſſedneſs of their condition, re- 
ducing them to a happy uſeleſneſs of wiſhes,. 
by affording them a full pre- poſſeſſion of all 
the objects of defire.. There time, like fires. 
having deſtroyed what ever it could prey on, 
| mall at 13 5 elf, and ſhall go out into- 


eter- 
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eternity; whoſe nature is ſuch, that though 


our joys, after ſome centuries of years, may 
ſeem to have grown elder, by having been en- 
joyed ſo many ages, yet will they really ſtill 


continue new, not only upon the ſcores of 
their welcomneſs and freſhneſs, but by their 
perpetually equal (becauſe infinite) diſtance 


from a period. There, our felicity ſhall al- 
ways be the ſame, yet ever new. Wearineſs 
arguing imperfection, either in the. object, or 

the appetite ;. the former of which is impolſ- 
_ file in God, and the latter ſhall ceaſe in 


heaven. Where our felicity ſhall be ſo great, 
. that varity (itſelf) ſhall not be needed as. a 


part of it. And, if heaven do admit variety, 
it may. be ſuppoſed ſuch a one, as ſhall con- 
it in a further knowledge of the firſt object 
By os not a forſaking of it; and ſuch as ariſes 
from the fixed beholding of the changing 
necks of doves, or ſuch as we may ſee in the 
diverſifyed refraction of the ſame ſparkling 
-diamond. In God there is (if I may. ſo ſpeak)» 
ſuch a various identity, that. the fruition of 
bim both ſatisfies and creates deſires: though) 
that, without ſatiety ; ; and this, without diſ- 
quiet. Other delights, like the uſual cloaths 
we 5 quickly grow ſtale, and are ſoon worn 
outs 


* 
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out; whereas celeſtial pleaſures participate the 
prerogative of the Jews garments in the wil- 
derneſs i, of not impairing by being uſed long. 
But as the amorous needle, once joined unto 
the load -· ſtone, would never, uncompelled, 
forſake the inc hanting mineral; but, after ages, 
cling no leſs cloſely to it than at the firſt 
moment of their union; ſo do the ſaints in 
heaven, with the ſame undiminiſhed freſh- 
neſs, ever poſſeſs their joys, as if each mo- 
| 4 * were firſt that they poſſeſſed them 
n. And, if their happineſs does not im- 
Fr by laſtinger enjoyment, it is, perhaps, 
but becauſe it was at firſt uncapable of in- 
. creaſe. Or, if our pleaſures do admit acceſſion, 
they ſhall receive it from our aſſurance, that 
we ſhall taſte them for ever, and perpe_ 
tually repeat (or rather continue) the ſame 
renewed fruitions to an eternity, endeared by 
nothing more, than by the quiet leiſure it will 
afford us, undiſtractedly, to employ it in cele- 
brating of the author's praiſes; and in a con- 
dition, happier in that by it we grow paſt do- 
ing, than paſt ſuffering ill. In heaven, (in a 
word) our inexhauſted Joys will be ſo num 

|  berlefs, 
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berleſs, and fo immenſe, that we mall nes 


bas well as have) eternity itſelf to take them fully. 


Scr. XXV. But, Lindamor, it was 
not my deſign to give you a particular topo- 


gtaphy of this celeſtiar Canaan ; but only in 


a few words to let you ſee, that it is a land 
flowing with mill and Boney. And though I ac- 


knowledge, I have given you but dark deſcrip- | 


tions (and ſometimes rather poetical than cho- 


Xographical) of what the apoſtle ſtiles, The 


inheritance of the ſaints in lebt; yet fince, 


| to whet our longings for fruitive (or expe- 
ag rimental) knowledge, it is reſer ved among tle 


prerogatives of being in heaven, to know 
"how happy we ſhall be, when there; and 
fince, what the ſcripture hath revealed of pa- 


kadiſe, ſeems meant rather to quicken our 
obedience, than ſatisfy our curioſity; I may, 
for thoſe purpoſes, have perhaps tolerably per- 
formed that task (of heavenly topography ) by 
he acknowledgments of my diſability todo it 
i worthily. 1 ſhall now. only add this proper- 
ty of our expected bliſs, that the vaſt mul- 
titude of partners does detract nothing from 
each private ſhare, nor does the publickneſs 

of it leſſen propriety in it. This ocean of 


felicity being ſo ſhoreleſs, and ſo bottomleſs, 


- 
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3 that all the ſaints and angels cannot exhauſt 
it, it being as impoſſible for an aggregate of 
finites, to comprehend or exhauſt one infinite, 
as it is for the greateſt number of mathe- 
matic points to amount to, or conſtitute, a 
body. Our neighbour- regions do all enjoy 
the benefit of light as well as we; yet we 
enjoy not leſs, than if they enjoyed none. 
Indeed there is this difference between the 
ſun of righteouſneſs and that of heaven; that, 
whereas the latter, by his preſence, ecliples 
all the planetss (his attendants; ) the former, } 
though radiant with a much mightier ſplendor, | 
will, by his preſence, impart to his ſaints, 
according to that of the apoſtle ; ben Chriſt, 
wha is our life, Mall appear, then ball we alſo 
appear with him in glory. So that the elect, in 
relation to this ſun, ſhall not be like ſtars, which. 
his ſhining obſeures and makes to diſa ppear; but 
ke poliſhed filver, or well-glazed arms, or 
thoſe vaſter balls of burniſhed braſs, ihe tops of 
churches are ſome times adorned with, which 
ſhine not till they be ſhined upon, and derive 
their glittering bright neſßs, and all the daaling 
fire that environs and illuſtrates them, from 
- their being expoſed (unskreened ) to the ſun s. 
' refulgent beams. I am my beloved's, and my. 
beloved is mine, ſays BP faint (with the 
| _ ſouls 


- —— 
9 nat wad 


164 Seravpnic Love. 
ſpouſe in the Canticles) to his redeemer *, 
David ſays of them that put their truſt in 


= God, That be ſhall abundantly ſatisfy them. 
with the faineſs of his houſe, and make them 
drink of the river of bis pleaſures . As if he 


meant to inſinuate, that, as when a mu'ti- 


tude of perſons drink of the ſame river, none 


of them is able to exhauſt it, and yet each of 


tem may have the full liberty of drinking as 


much as he can, or as much as he could. though 
none but himſelf ſhould- be allowed to drink 
of it; ſo, whoſoever enjoys him wholly, or 

at leaſt doth enjoy him ſo entirely, in relation 


to that man's capacity, that the fruition of 
' whatſoever reſts unenjoyed of God, is forbid- 
den by the immenſity of the object, and not 


the pre- poſſeſſion of his rivals. The angels, 


though of a nature differing from ours, and 


thereby placed above the perſonal experience 
of our - ſufferings and infirmities, do yet ſo 


; ſympathize with us, that (as our Saviour in- 


forms us) they rejoyce at the repentance of a 5 
inner ®. And, though the members of the 


church-miliant, and thoſe of the triumpant, 


live as far aſunder, as heaven is from earth, | 


and are not more diſtant as to place, than 


1, Bite as to condition ; my St. Paul —_— 
Kato 
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all the faints to be but one family in des- 
ven and earth. If then the diſparity of re- 


fidences, of qualities, and of conditions, can- 
not now hinder the lovers of God from being ſo 


Foncerned in one another; how much of en- 


dearing Kindneſs, may we ſuppoſe, that they 
will interchange, - when both their love ſhall 
be perfected, and all thoſe. other graces too 
that are proper to cheriſh- and encreaſe it? 
For, the ſame apoſtle, who, to . aſſiſt us to 
\ conceive the ſtrictneſs of the union both be- 
twixt Chriſt and bis ſaints, and the ſaints 
among themſelves, tells us, that He is the 
head, and they are his body, and members in 
particular * ; teaches us to make this in- 
ference, that (to expreſs his doctrine in his own. 
words) If one member ſuffer, all the members 
Suffer with it ; and if one member be honour- 
ed, all the members rejoyce with it v. Yes, 

Lindamor, in that bleſſed condition, our wills 
being perfectly conformed unto our maket's, 
no ſaint nor angel can enjoy his love without 
poſſeſſing a proportionate degree of ours. 
And then, ſince perſect friendſhip  appro- _ 
priates to each friend the croſſes and proſperi- 
ties of the other, (ns good Barzillai could not 
J „„ | : be 
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de highlier obliged by David e, than by the. 
- king's kindneſs to his ſon) each ſevetral bea - 
titude in heaven ſhall (in ſome ſort concern 
the whole ſociety, and) be ours. As aſtrono- 
mers teach us, that the earth receives addi- 


tion of light by the 


in's beams beſtowed 


upon the ſtars, and ſrom the moon reſſecting 
upon her, And becauſe our perſonal capacities 


are too too narrow to contain all that joy, we 
are (by the ſtrange arithmetic of friendſhip) 
in a manper multiplied into as many happy 


perſons, as there are ſaints and angels bleſſed 
in heaven, Our perfect union to our com- 
mon head, and mutual communion with 


each other, applying and bringing home 


every felicity of theirs to us. This friendly 
and reciprocal ſympathy, teaching us each 
©» Ylorified ſaint's bleſſedneſs, and him ours, 
dy a bleſſed circulation, which makes us en- 
c creaſe, by our reſenting them, thoſe joys 


(of others) whoſe encreaſe we reſent, But 


my thoughts are engaged in fo good a com- 
. pany, Lindamor, that they keep me from con- 

 fidering how faſt the hours paſs, and have 

| almoſt made me forget, that the time which 

wy occaſions allowed me for ſeridbling to you, 


is ſo far _ that not now at laſt to * 


vo 
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vou ſrom the perſecution of my blunt | a. Deb 
were to be almoſt as injurious to my own” N 
4 affairs, as to your patience. | Hereafter yet 1 ts 


may poſſibly make you ſome amends for thig 
with riper diſcourſes of the nature and duties, 
or (if you will) ig properties and returns of 
this love, to whie 1 have hitherto preſented 
you ſome motives. To (the laſt of) which I 


might add, that, cur love to the creature 
is an earneſt, but to God.it is a title ; the 


one makes us the objects, but the other makes 


the object ours; that, ſince there is i in love ſo 
ſtrange a magic, as to transform the lover 
into the objects loved; we ought to be ex- 


tremely careful of the dedication of a paſſion, 


which, as it is placed, muſt either dignify 


our nature, or degrade it: And not to ad- 


dreſs to any lower (or, which is all one, 
to any other) object, the higheſt inten- 


ſity of a loye, which cannot ſtoop without 


our degradation. And theſe I might expati- 


ate on, and recruit them with many other 


motives, additional to thoſe I have already 
inſiſted on; but that I may more properly re- 
ſerve het to the treatiſe of the properties of 
that love, whoſe nature ſo partakes that of 


its 3 wa there can n be produced 
5 more 


4 
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.— tions. of it. diner then "5 I freſhly inthe) 
ot but fear that your tired patience, 
f dell as my urgent occaſions (thqugh theſe 
Will recall me to-morrow! morning to my own 
Eten hermitage) doth 


wat preſent ſummon 

ie te leave you's and faite I cannot do ſo 
1 pe happier p place, than: heaven, I ſhall 

When my farewell, any to beg you to be- 


dei that ſo noble motive of  exalting 
' ee 28 the ambitis ix bf rendering mine a 
4 * rn for yours, bath 1 improved my kind- 


nes, that my affection, without wronging 
its greatneſs, could not expreſs itſelf by any leſs 
pr, than this giving you the greateſt, 


no deffrsbie g vf. all goods, by 
i ie (that noble Kalbinger .of your 


by 


pour love to heaven 3-whoſe- j joys alone 
1 + "Are not inferior to thoſe which the being 
” made inſtrumental to procure them you, would 
25 ay create in, my deareſt Lindamor, 
'S mw | Tour moft- e moſt affectionate, - 

2 E 44nd moſt bumble e 
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